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| Bena

A exan Ha nepeknagHbix uU3 Tugnauca. BcAa noknaka Moen TesieXXKU CoCTosNla U3 OL4HOro
HebonbLIOro 4YyemodaHa, KOTOPbIA A0 MOMOBUHbI Obll HabuT nyTeBbIMM 3anuckamu o [py3uu.
Bosblwag 4acTb M3 HUX, K CHaACTUIO OJ19 Bac, NMoTepsHa, a 4YyemMoLaH C OCTaJibHbIMM BellamMu, K
CYaCTbIO 419 MeH$§, OCTasiCcsa uesn.

YK CONHUE Ha4dYuHano npsaTaTbCA 3a cHeroBon xpebeT, korga 8 Bbexan B KonmwaypcKyto
[0NnHy. OCeTUH-N3BO34YMK HEYTOMUMO MOroHAN nowagen, 4Tob ycneTb A0 HO4YM B306paTbCA Ha
KonwaypcKyto ropy, U BO BCe ropsio pacrnesas necHu. CnaBHoe mecTo 3Ta gosaunHa! Co Bcex
CTOPOH TrOpbl HEMpPUCTYMHbIE, KpacHoBaTble CKanbl, oO6BelwaHHble 3esieHbiM MJIOWoM 1
YBEHYaHHbIE KYMaMu YMHap, XenTble 00pbiBbl, NCHEPYEHHBbIE MPOMOUHAMK, @ TaM BbICOKO-BbICOKO
30n0Tas H6axpoma cHeros, a BHU3y AparBa, OHbHABLWWCL C ApPYyron 6e3bIMEHHON PeYKOon, LLUYMHO
BbIPbIBAIOLLENCH U3 YEepHOro, NOJIHOrO MrJoK Yyulesibs, TAHeTCA cepebpsiHO HUTbIO N CBEPKaeT,
KaK 3Mes CBOEelo Yellyelo.

MoobexaB K nofowse KoWwaypcKow ropbl, Mbl OCTaHOBWJ/INCb BO3Jie AyXaHa. TyT TOJAMWUIOCH
WYMHO AecsiTKa [ABa rpy3uMH u ropues; nobnm3ocTtn KapaBaH BepbnogoB OCTaHOBWACHA AONS
Houynera. 1 gosmKeH Obl1 HAaHATbL ObIKOB, 4TOO BTAWWUTbL MOK TENEeXKY Ha 3Ty MPOKAATYIO ropy,
NoTOMY 4TO BblNa y>xe oCeHb U rosioneguua, — a 3Ta ropa MMeeT 0KOJI0 ABYX BEPCT OJINHBbI.
Heyero genatb, A HaHAN wWeCTb ObIKOB U HECKOJIbKUX oCeTUH. OAuH M3 HUX B3Banun cebe Ha
naevym Mon YemopaH, opyrve cTanum nomoraTb 6bIKamM NOYTU OAHUM KPUKOM.

3a Moelo TesleXXKOolo YeTBepka OblKOB Talluia OPYrylo Kak HU B 4eM He ObiBasio, HECMOTPS Ha
TO, 4YTO OHa Oblna [oBepXxy HaknageHa. OTO O0BCTOATENbCTBO MEHA yAMBWUIO. 3@ Hew wen ee
XO035UH, MOKYpUBas U3 MasieHbKon KabapanHckon Tpybodkmn, obgenaHHonm B cepebpo. Ha HeM 6bin
ohuuepcknii clopTyk 6e3 anonet n Yyepkecckas MoxHaTasa wanka. OH Kasanca neT NATULEecATH;
CMYr/bli UBET Juua ero nokasbiBasJ, YTO OHO [LaBHO 3HAaKOMO C 3aKaBKAa3CKUM COJIHUEM, U
npexxaeBpeMeHHO noceneBLUne yCbl HE COOTBETCTBOBAIM ero TBepAon noxoake n 6oapomy suay.
1 nopowen K HeMy U MOKJIOHWJICA: OH MOJI14a OTBeYasl MHe Ha MOKJIOH U NYCTWU OrPOMHbIN Kiy6
ObiMa.

— Mbl C BaMM NOMYTYUKN, Ka>KeTca?
OH Mos14a ONATb MOKJIOHUICS.
— Bbl, BepHO, egeTe B CTaBponosb?
— TaK-C TOYHO... C Ka3eHHbIMUN BeLllaMu.
— CKaXunTe, noxkasnyncTa, OTHEro 3TO Bally TSKENYH TesieXKy 4veTbipe Oblka TawaT wyTH, a
MO0, MYCTY0, WeCTb CKOTOB €1Ba NOABUrat0T C MOMOLLbIO 3TUX OCETUH?
OH NyKaBO YNbIOHYNCA N 3HAYNTESIbHO B3rJISHY1 HA MEHS.
— Bbl, BEpHO, HeaBHO Ha KaBka3e?
— Crop, — oTBevan 1.
OH ynbIBHYICA BTOPUYHO.
— A 41O XK?
— Ja Tak-c! Y)XacHble 6ecTtuum 3Tn a3maThbl! Bbl AyMaeTe, OHM MOMOratT, 4TO KpuydaT? A 4epT ux
pa3bepeT, 4TO OHWU Kpu4YaT? BbIKM-TO MX MOHUMAIOT; 3anNpPArnTe XOoTb ABaAuUaTb, TaK KOJAU OHU
KPUKHYT MNo-CBOeMY, ObIKM BCE HM C MecCTa... Y)XacHble nayTbl! A 4TO C HUX BO3bMewb?.. JliobaT



AeHbr gpaThb C npoe3xawwmnx... N3banosanm MoweHHUKOB! YBMAnUTE, OHU eLe C BaC BO3bMYT Ha
BOAKY. Y)X 4 UX 3Hal0, MeHA He nposenyT!

— A Bbl @BHO 3[1eCb CyXuTe?

— Ja, 5 yX 30ech cnyxun npu Anekcee MeTposuye 1, — oTBevan oH, npuocaHmMswNcL. — Korga
OH npuexan Ha JlnHuio, A 6bin NoANOpPYyYNUKOM, — npmubaBma OH, — N NPU HEM MOJYy4YUa ABa YMHa
3a [enla NpoTUB ropLes.

— A Tenepb BbI?..

— Tenepb CYUTAOCb B TPETLEM IMHENHOM BaTanboHe. A Bbl, CMEK CNPOCUTBL?..

7 ckazan emy.

Pa3roBop 3TUM KOH4YUACS M Mbl NPOAOJ/HKANAM MONYa AT ApYyr noase apyra. Ha BepwmnHe ropsbl
Hawm Mbl cHer. CosHUE 3aKaTuioCb, U HOYb MocsefoBana 3a gHeM 6e3 nNpoMexyTKa, Kak 3To
0b6bIKHOBEHHO BbIBaeT Ha tore; Ho 6rarogaps OT/IMBY CHEroOB Mbl JIEFKO MOM/IN passinyaTb AOPOry,
KOTOpas BCe elle wWa B ropy, XOTHA yXe He Tak KpyTo. f Benen nojioXuTb 4eModaH CBOM B
TeNnexKy, 3aMeHUTb OblKOB NowaabMM M B MOCAEAHUN pa3 OrNsHYJCS Ha LOJIMHY; HO TYyCTOWM
TYMaH, HaxJIblHYBLUNMA BOJIHAMU W3 YLENUA, MOKPbIBaJSl €e COBEepPLIEeHHO, HU eOWHbIA 3BYK He
ponetan yxe oTTyda A0 Hawero ciayxa. OceTuHbl WyMHO ob6CcTynuam meHa m TpeboBanum Ha
BOLKY; HO WTabc-kanmMTaH TakK rpo3HO Ha HUX NPUKPUKHY, 4TO OHW BMUT pa3bexxanunce.

— Begb aTakunm Hapoa! — ckasan oH, — u xneba NO-pyCcCKM Ha3BaTb He yMeeT, a Bbly4un:
«Odhuuep, fanm Ha BoAKY!» YK TaTapbl MO MHe Jly4ylle: Te XO0Tb HernbioLume...

[o cTaHuuM ocCcTaBanoCb ewe C BepcTy. KpyroM ObiJI0 TUXO, TaK TUXO, HTO MO XYX >KaHUIO
KOMapa MOXHO ObI10 cnegnTb 3a ero nosetomM. Haneso 4yepHeno rnybokoe yuienbe; 3a HUM U
Brepean HaC TEMHO-CMHWE BepLUUHbI Fop, U3PbITble MOPLLWHAMMK, MOKPbITble CHOSAMU CHera,
pucoBannucb Ha 6nengHom HeboCKNOHe, elwe COXpaHABLUEM MNocienHnin oTbneck 3apu. Ha TeMHOM
Hebe HayMmHanM MenbKaTb 3Be34bl, U CTPAHHO, MHE MoKa3asioCb, YTO OHO ropa3fo Bbille, 4YeM Yy
Hac Ha cesepe. Mo obenm CTOpOHaM AOpPOrK TOpYasin rosible, YepHble KaMHW; KOW-rge wms3-rog
CHera BbIrNAAbIBaN KYCTAapPHWKK, HO HWU OAWH CYXOW JINCTOK He LeBenuacs, n Beceno 6biso
C/ibIlWAaTh Cpean 3TOro MepTBOro CHa Npupoabl PbipKaHbe YyCTaslon NOYTOBOW TPOMKN N HEPOBHOE
nobpsaKkMBaHbe PyCCKOro KOJIOKOJIbYMKA.

— 3aBTpa byneT cnaBHas noroda! — ckasan 4. WTabc-kanuTaH He oTBeYas HWM C/IoBa M yKasan
MHe raJibL,eM Ha BbICOKYIO ropy, NOAHMUMABLUYIOCA NPAMO NPOTUB Hac.

— Y10 X 3T0? — crnpocun 4.

— lNyn-ropa.

— Hy Tak 410 X?

— [locMoTpuUTE, KaK KypuUTCA.

N B camom pene, lN'ya-ropa Kypunacb; no 6okam ee nonsanu nerkme CTpymkn — obnakos, a Ha
BepLUMHE fieXasia YepHasa Tyya, Takas YepHas, 4TO Ha TeMHOM Hebe OHa Ka3aslaCb NMATHOM.

YK Mbl pa3siv4any MNoyYTOBYIO CTaHUMIO, KPOBJIM OKPYXXalWUX ee cakjien, n nepen Hamu
MefibKan MPUBETHbIE OFOHbKW, KOrga mnaxHysl CbIPpOW, XONOOHbIM BeTep, yulesbe 3aryaeno u
nowesn Menkunm foxxab. EaBa ycnen s HaknHyTb BypKy, Kak noBanun cHer. 9 ¢ 6naroroBeHnem
nocMmoTpen Ha wrtabc-kanuTaHa...

— Ham npupeTcqa 3pecb HoYeBaTb, — CKa3aJl OH C J0Cafok, — B TaKyl MeTeslb Yyepes ropbl He
nepeegellb. YT0? bbb Nb 06Banbl Ha KpecToBon? — CNpoOCK/T OH U3BO34MKa.
— He 6b1n10, rocnognH, — oTBeYan 0CETUH-U3BO34YNK, — @ BUCUT MHOIO, MHOTO.

3a HemMeHVeM KOMHaTbl 419 Mpoe3)KalLlmX Ha CTaHUUKW, HaM OTBeJIN Ho4Ysler B AbIMHOW CakJie.
A Nnpurnacun cBoero CNyTHMKa BbINUTb BMECTEe CTakaH 4Yasd, nbo co MHOM 6blal YyryHHbIN YalHUK
— eNHCTBEHHasa oTpaza Mof B nyTewecTBusax no Kaekasy.



Cakng 6bina npunenseHa ogHMM 60OKOM K CKasle; TPU CKOJIb3KKE, MOKpble CTYMeHW Benn K ee
asepu. Oulynblo BOWEN 9 U HAaTKHYJICA Ha KOPOBY (XN1€B Y 3TUX JIIOAEN 3aMeHseT Nakenckyto). 4
He 3Han, KyAa geBaTbcsa: TyT 6s1e0T oBUbl, TaM BOpYMT cobaka. K cHacTblo, B CTOPOHe 6aecHyn
TYCK/IbIA CBET U MOMOI MHE HaWTu gpyroe oTBepcTme Hanonobue asepu. TyT OTKpbIJlaCb KapTUHA
[OBOJIbHO 3aHUMaTesibHas: WKWPOKasa Cakfs, KOTOPOW Kpbila onupanacb Ha ABa 3aKOMYeHHble
ctonba, 6bina nosHa Hapopa. locepefnHe Tpellan OFoOHEK, Pa3fIoKEeHHbIW Ha 3emie, U AbiM,
BbiTaJIKMBaeMbIn 0O6paTHO BETPOM M3 OTBEPCTUS B Kpblille, pacCcTuaancs BOKPYr TakKOW FycTou
NneneHol, YTO 9 A0JIr0 He MOI OCMOTPETbCS; Yy OFHSA CUAenn ABe CTapyXu, MHOXEeCTBO OeTen u
OOVH XyOOLWaBbll FPy3nH, BCE B JIOXMOTbSAX. Heyero 6bis10 genatb, Mbl MPUIOTUINCL Yy OrHS,
3aKkypuaun TpybkKu, n CKOpo YarHUK 3alumnen NpuBeTnBO.

— Xankne nogn! — ckaszan a9 wtabc-kannTaHy, yKa3biBas Ha HalUMX FPA3HbIX X035€B, KOTOpPbIe
MOJ14a Ha HaC CMOTPENN B KAKOM-TO OCTosIbeHeHunN.

— Mpernynbin Hapon! — oTBeYan OH. — [loBepuTe N? HUYEro He yMeKT, He CNOCOBHbI HU K
KakoMy obpa3oBaHMiO! Y)XK MO KpanHen mepe Hawun KabapanHubl Nan YeyYeHubl XO0Ta pa3bonHukn,
ronbiWn, 3aTOo OTYasdAHHble BGaWKW, @ Yy 3TUX U K OPYXUIO HUKAKOW OXOTbl HET: MOpsiAoYHOro
KWH>XaJsla HM Ha OQHOM He YBUAWLb. ¥Y>K NOAJIMHHO OCETUHbI!

— A Bbl gonro 6biin B YeyHe?

— [a, 9 neT gecaTb CTOAN TaM B KPernocTu ¢ poToto, y KameHHoro bpoga, — 3HaeTe?

— Cnbixan.

— BoT, 6aToWwkKa, Hagoenn HaMm 3TW rosI0Bope3bl; HbiHYe, cnaBa 6ory, cmmpHee; a 6biBano, Ha CTO
LwaroB oTonAelwb 3a Ba, yXXe rae-Hnbyaob KoCcMaTbin AbABOS CUOAMNT U KapaynT: 4yTb 3a3eBaJsics,
TOro n rnagn — nnbo apkaH Ha wee, nMbo NynsA B 3aTbiNke. A MonoaLbl!..

— A, 4an, MHOro ¢ BamMu 6bIBafo NPUKIIOYEHUN? — CKa3an A, NoACTPeKaeMblii 1l060NbITCTBOM.

— Kak He bbiBaTb! 6bIBaNO...

TyT OH HayvYan wwunaTb JIEBbLIN YC, MOBECUN TFOJIOBY W npusagyMasncd. MHe cTpax XOTesioCb
BbITAHYTb U3 HEro Kakytlo-HMbyab NCTOPUNKY — >KefnaHue, CBOMCTBEHHOE BCEM MyTellecTBYOWNM
N 3anucbiBaloWwWmnM noaaM. Mexay Tem 4Yal nocnen; s BbiTalua M3 4YyemModaHa ABa MOXOAHbIX
CTaKaH4MKa, Hanua U noctaBua oguH nepep HUM. OH oTxnebHyn 1 ckasan Kak bynrTo npo cebs:
«[a, 6biBano!» 3T0 BOCKAMUAHME Modasio MHe 6osbline HagexAabl. 1 3Halo, CTapble KaBKa3subl
nobAT NoroBopuTb, MopacckasaTb; UM TaK pedko 3TO yAdaeTcsA: APYyron neT naTb CTOUT rpe-
HMBYOb B 3aX0NyCTbe C POTON, 1 Lenble NATb JIET eMY HUKTO HE CKaXKeT «34paBCTBYNTe» (MOTOMY
4yTo henbadebenb roBopuT «3gpaBus xenato»). A nobontaTtb 6bI10 GbI O YEM: KPYroM Hapon
ONKNIN, NoBONbITHLIN, KaXObl AEeHb OMNAaCHOCTb, Cayyau ObiBalOT 4YydHble, U TYT MOHeBOJIE
rmo>kaJieellb 0 TOM, 4TO Yy HaC Tak MaJio 3anNunCbIBaloOT.

— He xoTtuTte nn noabaBuTb poMy? — CKa3asl 9 cBoeMy cobeceHUKYy, — Y MeHs eCcTb benbin 13
Tudnnca; Tenepb Xo0N04HO.

— HeT-c, bnarogapcTBynTe, He MNblo.

— Y710 Tak?

— [a Tak. 9 pan cebe 3aknaTbe. Korga s 6bi1 ewe noanopyyYmMkoM, pas, 3HaeTe, Mbl NOAryNsam
mMexay cobor, a Ho4Yblo caenanacb TpeBora; BOT Mbl U BbIWAW nepepn hpyHT HaBecene, ga yx u
[OCTanocb HaM, Kak Anekcen lNMeTpoBMY y3HaN: HE Oal rocnoaun, Kak oH paccepamncs! 4yTb-4yTb
He oTdan nog cyn. OHO 1 TOYHO: OPYron pa3 Lesbld rof XXUBELLb, HUKOMO He BUAWLb, Aa KaK TyT
elle BogkKa — nmponaglwunin yesaosek!

Ycnbiwag 3TO, 8 NOYTK NMOTEpaa HaZexAay.

— Jla BOT XOTb YepKecCbl, — MNpoAoJiKan OH, — KakK HanbtTca 6y3bl Ha cBagbbe mamM Ha
MoOXopoHax, Tak 1 nowsa pybka. 4 pas Hacuay HOrM yHec, a elle y MUpHOBa KHA34 6bls1 B FOCTSAX.



— Kak e 3To cnyymnocsb?

— BoT (oH Habwun TpybKy, 3aTAHYACH M Havan pacCkKasbiBaTb), BOT M3BOAMTE BUAETb, A Torga
CTOSAS1 B KPenocTu 3a TepekoM C pOoTON — 3TOMY CKOPO MATb JieT. Pa3, oCeHblo npuLles TpaHCnopT
C NPOBWAHTOM; B TpaHcnopTe 6bin ouuep, MONOOON YenoBek NeT Asaguatn Nnatu. OH ABUACA KO
MHEe B MOJIHON chopMe 1 06BABUA, YTO €My BesIeHO OCTaTbCA Y MeHs B KpernocTu. OH 6bii Takon
TOHEHbKUN, 6eneHbKNM, Ha HEM MYHAUP Obl1 TaKOM HOBEHLKUI, YTO A TOTYaC AOoraga’scs, 4To OH
Ha KaBka3e y Hac HeZaBHO. «Bbl, BEpHO, — Cnpocui g ero, — rnepesefeHsl cloga n3 Poccun?» —
«TOYHO Tak, rocnoauH wTabc-kanuTaH», — OTBeYan OH. 5 B35S ero 3a pyKy M ckasan: «O4eHb
paf, o4eHb pad. Bam byneT HEMHOXXKO CKY4YHO... HY Aia Mbl C BaMn ByaeM XXUTb NO-NpUATENbCKMN...
[a, noXanyncra, 30BUTE MeHA NPOCTO MakcnMm MakCuUMbIY, N, NOXalyncTta, — K 4emMy 3Ta MNoJsiHas
opmMa? nNpuxoamTe KO MHe Bcerga B (ypakke». EMy OTBesM KBapTUPY, U OH MOCenuncs B
KpenocTu.

— A Kak ero 3Banun? — crnpocun 9 Makcuma MakcuMblYa.

— Ero 3Banu... 'puropmem AnekcaHaposuyeM [le4yopuHbIM. CraBHbIA Obls1 Manbll, CMe Bac
YBEPUTb; TOJIbKO HEMHOXXKO CTpaHeH. Benab, Hanpumep, B O0XAUK, B X004 Lesbli OeHb Ha
oxoTe; BCe M3346HYT, yCTaHYyT — a eMy Huyero. A apyrom pas cmaut y cebsa B KOMHaTe, BeTep
NnaxHeT, yBepseT, YTO NPOCTy[usCs; CTaBHEM CTYKHET, OH B3ApOrHeT u nobnegHeeT; a nNpu MHe
xoann Ha KabaHa oonH Ha oguH; 6biBasno, NO LENbIM YacaM CnoBa He fobbelbCs, 3aTO YK MHOrAda
KaK Ha4yHeT pacckKasblBaTb, TaK >XWBOTUKW HagopBelwb CO cMmexa... Oa-c, ¢ 6onbwumun Obin
CTPAHHOCTAMMU, U, O0/HXKHO ObiTb, BOraTbill 4YesIOBEK: CKOJIbKO Yy Hero Obi10 pa3HbiX AO0POrnx
Bewuny!..

— A [0JIr0 OH C BaMUN XWNN? — CrpoOCUa 9 oNaThb.

— Ja c rog. Hy pa y 3aTo namaTeH MHe 3TOT roj; Hajefnasn OH MHe XJ0MnoT, He Tem byab
nomaHyT! Beab eCTb, NpaBo, 3Takme AN, Y KOTOPbIX Ha poay HarmmcaHo, 4TO C HUMU OOJIKHbI
C/ly4aTbCHA pa3Hble HeOObIKHOBEHHbIE BeLun!

— HeobblkHOBEHHbIE? — BOCK/IMKHY A C BUAOM NobonbiTCTBa, NOA/IMBAA €My Yas.

— A BOT A BaM pacCKaxky. BepcT wWecTb OT KPenoCTU XU OAUH MUPHON KHA3b. CbIHULWKA ero,
Majib4yuK fieT NaTHaguaTu, NoBaguica K HaMm e3[uUT: BCAKUMA AeHb, ObiBano, To 3a Tem, TO 3a
APYrUM; N yXX TO4HO, mu3banosann Mbl ero c puropuem AnekcaHOpoBUYEM. A y)X Kakon Obln
rosloBopes, MPOBOPHLIA Ha 4YTO XO4Yellb: Lanky Ju MNOOHATb Ha BCEM CKaKy, U3 pyXbA v
cTpenatb. OaHo 6bl1I0 B HEM HEXOPOLWIO: YXaCHO Mnafok 6bln Ha AeHbru. Pas, ona cmexa,
Fpuropun AnekcaHapoBuy obewanca eMy aaTb YepBOHEL, KOJIM OH eMy yKpaAeT Ny4ylero Kossna
M3 OTLOBCKOro CTafa; M 4YTO X Bbl AyMaeTe? Ha OPYryl e HOoYb npuTaliumia ero 3a pora. A
OblBaf0, Mbl €ro B3gyMaeM Apa3HUTb, TaK rla3a KPOBbIO M HaNbIOTCA, N Cenyac 3a KUHXXa. «3n,
A3aMaT, He CHOCUTb Tebe rosioBbl, — roBOPW 5 eMy, AsMaH 2 byaeT TBos baluka!»

Pa3 npues)xaeT caM CTapbll KHA3b 3BaTb HaC Ha cBaabOy: OH OTAaBaN CTapwylo A0Yb 3aMyX, a
Mbl OblJIM C HUM KYHaKW: TakK Hesb3s XKe, 3HaeTe, 0TKa3aTbCs, XOTb OH M TaTapuH. OTNpaBUInCh.
B ayne MHOXecTBO cobak BCTPETUIO HAaC rPOMKUM flaeM. XeHLNHbI, YBUAA HAc, MPATaaUCk; Te,
KOTOPbIX Mbl MOF/1IM PaCcCMOTPETb B /INLO, ObIIN AaneKo He KpacaBuubl. «5 MMesn ropasfo nydwee
MHEHMe 0 4YepkellueHKax», — CKa3asn MHe puropmuinn AnekcaHpposuy. «llorogute!» — oTBevan 4,
ycMmexasch. Y MeHs Bbl10 CBOE Ha yMe.

Y KHS39 B Caksie cobpanocb y>Xe MHOXeCTBO Hapoda. Y a3naToB, 3HaeTe, obbl4anm BceX
BCTPEYHbIX M NOMNepeYHbIX npuriawaTe Ha cBaabby. Hac npmHSaAM co BCeMn NoYecTaMu U NoBenu
B KYHaLKYy0. 1, 04HaKOo X, He no3abbln NoAMEeTUTb, FAe NoCTaBUAM HawuX fowanen, 3Haete, Ans
HernpenBuanUMoro cayyas.

— Kak e y HuX npasaHyloT ceanbby? — cnpocun a wrabc-kanmTaHa.



— [a obblikHoBeHHO. CHa4vana MyJiia npoymTaeT UM 4TO-TO M3 KopaHa; NnoToM JapsAT MOAoA4bIX U
BCEX WX POACTBEHHWUKOB, eAAaT, MbioT Oy3y; MOTOM HayMHaeTCa [XKUIMTOBKA, U Bcerga oauH
Kakon-HMbyab 060pBbILL, 3aCajleHHbIA, Ha CKBEPHOW XPOMOW JiIoLLadeHKe, IOMaeTCs, NasiCHUYaeT,
CMEeLWNT YeCTHYI0 KOMMaHuIo; NoTOM, KOrga CMepKHeTCs, B KyHaLKOW Ha4YuHaeTCsd, Mo-Hallemy
Cka3aTb, 6an. beaHbIn cTapmynKa BPEHYNT Ha TPEXCTPYHHON... 3abblfl, Kak MNO-UXHEMY HY, Aa
BpoLe Hawen BGananankn. eskn n Mmonoable pebsaTa CTaHOBATCHA B OBe LUEePEHrn odHa NpoTuMB
Apyron, xsonatT B IAAOWM U NOKT. BOT BbIXOAUT OAHA OEBKa M OAWH MY>XYMHA Ha cepeiuHy un
Ha4YuHalT rOBOPUTbL OPYr ApPYyry CTUXWM Hapacnes, 4TO Morasio, a oCTaJibHble MOoAXBaTbIBAOT
XOpOM. Mbl € Me4yopuHbIM Cngenm Ha No4YeTHOM MecCTe, U BOT K HeMy nogolsa MeHbllas Ao4Yb
X03fIMHa, AeBYyLIKa JleT WwecTHaauaTn, n nponena emy... Kak bbl ckasaTb?.. BpoA4e KOMMJMMEHTaA.
— A 4TO X Takoe oHa nponena, He NOMHUTe n?

— [Ha, KaxeTcsa, BOT Tak: «CTpOMHbI, AeCKaTb, HalM MONOAbIE OXXUIMUTbl, N KaTaHbl Ha HUX
cepebpoM BbIJIOXKEHbI, @ MOJIOAON PYCCKUIM OouLep CTPONHEE UX, U rasyHbl Ha HeM 3050Tble. OH
KakK TOMoJib MeXAy HWUMW; TOJIbKO He pacTu, He uBecTM eMy B HaweMm cagy». lNevopuH BCTan,
NOKJIOHWJICS en, MPUIOXKUB PYKY KO 5By 1 cepauy, U NMpocusa MeHs oTBevaTb €M, S XOPOLUO 3Halo
No-MXHEMY 1 MnepeBen ero oTBeT.

Korpa oHa OT Hac oTowJa, Torga a wendyn puropbio AnekcaHaposumyy: «Hy 4To, KakoBa?» —
«MpenecTtb! — oTBeYan oH. — A Kak ee 30BYyT?» — «Ee 30BYyT banow», — oTBeYvan 1.

N TO4HO, oHa OblNla xopoLlla: BbICOKAs, TOHEHbKas, rfa3a 4YepHble, KakK y TOPHOM CepHbl, Tak U1
3arnagbiBanan Ham B Ayuwy. Ne4yopuH B 3a4yMYMBOCTU He CBOAWJI C Hee a3, U OHa YaCTeHbKO
ncnognobbss Ha Hero nocmatTpuBaia. Tonbko He oauH [e4vopuH nbOBaNCS XOPOLEHbKOMN
KHSD)KHOM: N3 yrja KOMHaTbl Ha Hee CMOTpenun Apyrve ABa rjasa, HernoABWXKHble, OrHeHHble. 4
CTan BrAganbiBaTbCA M y3HasN MoOero ctaporo 3HakoMmua Kasbu4a. OH, 3HaeTe, Obis1 He TO, 4TOO
MWUPHOWN, He To, 4T06 HeMupHoON. MNMoao3peHnn Ha Hero 6bIJI0 MHOIMO, XOTb OH HM B KaKOWM LUANOCTW
He 6bln 3amMedeH. bbiBaso, OH MPUBOANA K HaM B KpenocTb BapaHOB 1 npohasan AeweBo, TO/IbKO
HUKOr4a He TOProBaJsCcda: YTO 3arpoCcuUT, AaBan, — XOTb 3apexXXb, He YCTynuT. FoBOpusin Npo Hero,
4YTO OH NOBMT TackaTbcsa Ha KybaHb ¢ abpekamun, n, NnpaBay CKasaTb, poxa y Hero bbina camas
pa3bonHMNYbA: MasIeHbKUN, CYXOW, LWMPOKOMIeYUin... A yXX JIOBOK-TO, JIOBOK-TO Obia, Kak bec!
BewMeT BCerga M30pBaHHbIN, B 3aniaTkax, a opyxwue B cepebpe. A nowanb ero cnasunacb B
uenon Kabapge, — v TOYHO, slyylle 3TOW NoWagn HMYero BbiAyMaTb HEBO3MOXXHO. Hepgapom emy
3aBUO0BasIM BCe Hae3LHUKN U He pa3 MNbliTaJInCb ee yKpacTb, TONbLKO He yAaBasocb. Kak Tenepb
FASHKY Ha 3Ty Jlowadb: BOPOHAs, Kak CMOJIb, HOFM — CTPYHKMW, N FNasa He XyXe, 4eM Yy banbl; a
Kakas cuna! ckadynm XOoTb Ha NATbAECAT BEpCT; a YX Bble3XeHa — KakKk cobaka 6eraeT 3a
X03AMHOM, roJioC faxke ero 3Hasa! bbiBasio, OH ee HuKOrga v He MpuUBA3bIBAET. Y)X Takasd
pa3bonHMYbA nowanb!..

B 3ToT Beyep Kazbuy 6bin yrptomee, 4em korga-Hubyab, n 1 3ameTus, 4TO y Hero nog 6ewmeTom
HajeTa KoJibyyra. «Hefapom Ha HeM 3Ta KoJibyyra, — nogymasn i, — Y>X OH, BEpHO, 4TO-HUbyab
3aMbILAAET».

OyLwHO CTasno B caksie, N A Bblles Ha BO34yX OCBEXWUTbCA. HOYb yXX JIOXKWUIaCcb Ha ropbl, ”
TyMaH Ha4uHan 6poanTb Mo ywenbam.

MHe B34yMasioCb 3aBEPHYTb MO HaBecC, rae CToAaM Halwn sowann, NoCMOTPeTb, eCTb I Y HUX
KOPM, 1 NPUTOM OCTOPOXKHOCTb HUKOr4a He MellaeT: y MeHs e bbisia flowanb ClaBHas, N YX He
0OVH KabapavHel, Ha Hee YMUNIbHO NOrAsAAbIBasl, MPUroBapuBas: «SIKLWMN TXe, YeK SKLwu!» 3

Mpobupatock BOoAb 3abopa v BAPYr CAblWy roOs0Ca; OAWMH rOM0OC A TOTYaC y3Hasa: 3TO 6bin
rnoseca AszaMaT, CblH Hallero X03saMHa; APYron roBopus pexke n tmwe. «O 4yeM OHU TYT TOJIKYOT?
— noayMmarsn s, — y>X He 0 Moeln nu nowanke?» BoT npucen Ay 3abopa v cTan npuciaywnsaTbCs,



CTapasiCb He NpPonyCTUTb HW OAHOro csoBa. IHorga wyMm neceH M roepop rosiocoB, BbiieTas U3
caknu, 3araywann nobonbITHLIM 418 MEHSA Pa3roBop.
— CnaBHasa y Tebs nowanb! — rosopun AsamaT, — ecnn bbl 9 6b11 X031H B AoMe 1 nmen tabyH B
TpucTa Kobbln, To oTAan 6bl NONOBUHY 3a TBOEro ckakyHa, Ka3buy!

«A! Ka3bu4!» — nogyman s 1 BCMOMHWA KOJbYYTY.
— [a, — oTBeYvan Kasbuny nocne HEKOTOPOro MosvaHus, — B uenon Kabapae He Hangewb Takon.
Pa3, — 370 6bI10 3a TepekoMm, — A e3aun C abpekamum oTbmMBaTb pycckme TabyHbl; Ham He
NOCYaCTAMBUIIOCH, N Mbl PacCbIManancCb KTO KyAa. 3a MHOW HEC/ICb YeTbIpe Ka3akKa; yX A cablwan
3a cobol0 KpPUKM raypoB, U nepeno MHow 6bin ryctom nec. Mpuner A Ha cepno, nopy4vumn cebe
annaxy v B Mepsbl pa3 B XWU3HW OCKOPOMA KOHA yoapoM nneTu. Kak NTuua HbIpHY OH Mexnay
BETBSAMU; OCTPbIE KOJIIOYKM pBasIN MOKO 04exXAy, CyXue cy4bs Kaparada 6unm meHsa no nmuy. KoHb
MOW MpbIran Yyepes nMHu, paspbiBai KyCcTbl rpyabto. Jlydwe 6b1s10 66l MHe ero 6pocuTb y ONyLWKN 1
CKPbITbCA B JleCy MNELWKOM, Aa »ajib 6blJ10 C HUM pacCTaTbCs, — U MPOPOK BO3HArpagua MeHs.
HeckonbkKo Nysb MPOBM3>KasI0 Had MOEWN roJIOBOK; S YXK CJbllajs, KakK ChewwnBLUMECH Ka3aKu
bexanun no cnepam... Bopyr nepefo MHOK pbiITBUHA raybokasi; ckakyH Mou npusagymancsa — un
NpbIfrHYN. 3agHWe ero KonblTa obopBanncek € NpoTMBHOro 6epera, U OH NOBUC Ha NMepefHUX Horax;
a 6pocun nNoBoAbs W roJsieTen B oBpar; 3TO CNac/io MOEro KOHA: OH BbICKOYWS. Ka3aku BCce 3TO
BUOENN, TOJIbKO HWU OAMH He CNyCTUICA MEHS UCKaTb: OHW, BEPHO, AyMann, 4To A ybuncsa po
CMepTWn, N 5 CiblWwar, Kak oHU 6pocuauncb NoBUTb Moero KoHf. Cepaue Moe o6aMN10Cb KPOBbIO;
nonon3 A no ryctonW Tpase BAOJIb MO OBpary, — CMOTPIO: JieC KOHYUICS, HEeCKOJIbKO Ka3akKoB
Bbl€3)KaloT M3 Hero Ha MNoJisHYy, U BOT BbICKakMBaeT NpsMO K HUM Mol Kapares; BCe KMHYIUCH 3a
HMM C KPWUKOM; [A0JIr0, AOJr0 OHU 3@ HUM FOHSANMUCb, 0COBEHHO OAWH pa3a ABa YyTb-4YyTb He
HaKMHY €My Ha LIelo apKaHa; A 3a4poxkas, onyCcTua rnasa u Havaa MonTbCA. Yepes HeCKONbKO
MIrHOBEHU MOAHMMA UX — U BUXKY: MO Kapares neTuT, pa3BeBas XBOCT, BOJIbHbI KaK BeTep, a
raypbl 4asieKo OOAWH 3a OPYrMM TAHYTCSA MO CTennM Ha M3My4YeHHbIX KOoHAX. Bannax! aTo npasgaa,
WCTUHHaA npasda! [o no3gHenm HOYM S cupen B CBOEM oOBpare. Bapyr, 4To X Tbl AyMaellb,
A3amaT? BO Mpake chabiwy, 6beraeT no b6epery oBpara KoHb, (pbipKaeT, p>XeT N 6beT KonbiITamu 0
3eM/10; A y3Han rosioc mMoero Kaparesa; 3To 6bin oH, mon ToBapuw!.. C Tex nop Mbl He
pa3ny4vyanance.

N cnbiwHo 66110, Kak OH TpenaJsl PyKolo Mo rlajKoun LWee CBOero CKakyHa, AaBas eMy pa3Hble
HEXHble Ha3BaHUA.
— Ecnn 6 y meHs 6bin TabyH B ThicA4y KobObIsl, — Ccka3an A3amaT, — To oTAan 6bl Tebe Becb 3a
TBOero Kaparesa.
— Mok 4, He xo4y, — oTBeYan paBHOAYLWHO Ka3buy.
— Mocnywan, Ka3buy, — rosBopwun, nackascb K HeMmy, A3amaT, — Tbl O00pbIl 4enoBeK, Tbl
Xpabpbin OXKUTNT, a MON oTel, BoMTCA PYCCKUX U He MyCKaeT MEHS B ropbl; 0TAal MHe CBOO
Jowapnb, U A cgenar BCe, YTO Thl Xo4ellb, YyKpady nona 1eba y oTua syylyo ero BUHTOBKY WK
LAWKy, YTO TOJZIbKO NOXXejaelb, — a Lallka ero HacTosdwasa rypaa: npuioXun fe3smeMm K pyke,
caMa B TeJI0 BOMbETCH; a KOJibYyra — TaKas, Kak TBOS, HUMOYEM.

Ka3buny monyan.
— B nepBbIn pa3, Kak A yBuAen TBOEro KOHSA, — npogosihkan AsamaT, Korga oH non Tobon
KPYTWJCSA N Npbiran, pasgyBas HO3APU, N KpeMHU Bpbi3ramu netenn 1M3-nog KonblT ero, B Moeun
ayule caenasnocb 4TO-TO HEMOHATHOE, U C TexX MNop BCe MHe ONOCTbIIesio: Ha JIyYWNX CKaKyHOB
MOEero oTua CMOTpes A C nNpe3peHneM, CTbIAHO OblJI0 MHe Ha HUX MNoKa3aTbCs, U TOCKa oBnajena
MHOW; N, TOCKYS, NPOCUMXXMBAN S Ha yTece uefble OHU, N €XEMUHYTHO MbIC/IIM MOUM SABJSICA
BOPOHOM CKakKyH TBOW C CBOEW CTPOWHOM MOCTYMbK, C CBOUM rNafKUM, MPsSMbIM, Kak CTpena,



XxpebToM; OH CMOTpen MHe B rJa3a cBomMu 6GoMKMMKM rnasamu, kKak OyaTo XoTen CJIoBO
BbIMOIBUTL. A yMmpy, Ka3bu4, ecnm Tbl MHe He npodallb ero! — ckasan AsamaT ApOoXKallum
roJloCcoM.

MHe mnociblWanocb, YTO OH 3anjakaji: a Hado BaM CKa3aTb, 4TO A3amaT Obl1 npeynpsAMbIn
MafibyuLLKa, N HU4YeMm, 6biBano, y Hero cnes He Bblibbellb, Aa)Ke Korga oH 6bl1 momMosioxKe.

B oTBeT Ha ero csae3bl NOC/bIWAanoCb YTO-TO BpOAe CMexa.
— Mocnywan! — ckasan TBepAbiM rosiocoM AsamaT, — BUAUWb, 9 Ha BCe pellatocb. Xo4elb, A
yKpagy anga 17eba Mot cecTpy? Kak oHa nnsweT! Kak noeTt! a BbilWMBaeT 30/10TOM — 4yno! He
6bIBa/l0 TAaKOM XeHbl U Yy TYpPeuKoro naguiiaxa... Xo4yelb, A0XKANCb MEHS 3aBTpa HOYbl TaM B
ywenbe, rae 6exxmnt noTtok: 9 Monay C HEeK MUMO B COCEOHUN ayJsl, — WU OHa TBOA. Heyxenn He
cTounT bana TBOEro ckakyHa?

Hdonro, ponro monydan Ka3bumy; HakoHeL, BMeCTO OTBeTa OH 3aTAHY/N CTAapWUHHYK MEeCHKo
BMosronoca: >

MHoro Kpacaswul B ayJsiax y Hac,
3Be34bl CUSOT BO Mpake Ux rnas.
Cnapgko nobuTb ux, 3aBMaHaa 0ON4;
Ho Becenen mosioneLKas BosS.
30/10TO KYMUT YETbIPE XKEHbI,
KOHb »Ke X0 He NMEET LIeHbI:
OH 1 OT BUXpPSA B CTENUN He OTCTaHeT,
OH He n3mMeHnT, OH He obMaHeT.

HanpacHo ynpawwmBan ero A3amaT COrjlaCUTbCA, U MJjaka, N NbCTU eMy, N KNAJICA; HaKoHeL,
Ka3buny HeTepnenueo npepsan ero:
— Moawn npoyb, 6e3ymMHbIN Manbynwka! oe Tebe e3onTb Ha MOeM KOHe? Ha nepBbiX Tpex warax
OH Tebs cObpocnT, n Tbl pa3obbellb cebe 3aTbI/IOK 06 KaMHN.
— MeHA? — KpukHyn A3amaT B 6eweHCTBe, M >Xenes3o [eTCKOro KuHxana 3a3BeHesno 06
Kosib4yry. CusibHasi pyka OTTOJIKHY/la ero npoYb, U oH ygapuicsa ob nneteHb Tak, 4YTo njeTeHb
3awaTanca. «bygeTt notexa!» — nogyman f, KUHYJICA B KOHIOWHIO, B3HYy34as siowafen Hawunx n
BbIBE/T MX Ha 3agHUA ABOp. Yepe3 ABe MUHYTbl y)X B Cakne Obll yXacHbIM reBanT. BoT 4TO
cnyymnocb: AsamaT Bbexan Tyda B pasopBaHHoM 6ewmeTe, rosops, 4To Ka3buy xoTen ero
3ape3aTb. Bce BbICKOYMN, CXBaTWINCh 3a PYyXbA — UM nowsa notexa! Kpuk, LyMm, BbICTpesibl;
ToNbKo Ka3buy yx 6bi1 BEepxoM M BepTesnca cpeam Toanbl Mo yauue, Kak 6ec, oTMaxmBasiCb
LIaLLIKOMN.
— lnoxoe geno B 4y>XOM Nupy noxmersbe, — ckasan a Fpuropbto AnekcaHLpOBUYY, NOMMAB ero 3a
PYKY, — He slyylie sin HaM nockopen ybpaTtbca?
— [a noroauTe, 4eM KOHYUTCA.
— [a y>X, BepHO, KOHYMUTCA Xy[A0; Y 3TUX a3MaToB BCe TaK: HAaTAHYAMUCb Oy3bl, U nowna pe3Hsa! —
Mbl cenin BepXOM U yCKaKaam OOMOWN.
— A 410 Ka3buny? — cnpocun a9 HeTepnenmso y wTtabc-kanmTaHa.
— [a 4710 3TOMY HapoAy AenaeTcs! — oTBeYas OH, AONMBasA CTakaH 4Yas, — Belb YCKOJb3HY/!
— W He paHeH? — cnipocun 4.
— A 6or ero 3Haet! Xuyuwu, paszbonHuku! Buagan §-C UMHbIX B Oefne, HanpuMmep: Bedb BeCb



NCKONOT, KaK pelleTo, WTblIKaMn, a BCe MaxaeT wawkon. — LTabc-kanmTaH nocne HEKOTOPOro
MOJT4aHMNS NPOOO0IXKasl, TOMNHYB HOrOK O 3EMJIIO:

— Hwukorpa cebe He npouly OAHOro: 4epT MEHA LepHyJs, npuexaB B KPenoCTb, NepeckasaTb
Fpuropbto AnekKCaHApOBMYY BCE, YTO A Chablwan, cuas 3a 3abopom; OH nocMesncsa, — Takou
XUTpbIA! — a cam 3agyMas Koe-4yTo.

— A 4yTO Takoe? Paccka>kmTe, noxXanymncra.

— Hy y> He4yero genaTtb! Ha4Yan paccka3biBaTb, Tak Hago NMPOAO/IKaTb.

[OHA Yyepe3 4YeTbipe npues)aeT A3zamaT B KpernocTb. Mo 06bIKHOBEHWMIO, OH 3allesn K puropbto
AnekcaHApoBMYYy, KOTOpPbIA €ro BCcerga KOpMus flakoMcTBamu. A Obin TyT. 3awen pas3roBop o
nowapnax, n NMevyopuH Havyan pacxeanmeaTbh sowanb Kaszbuya: y)X Takasa-To OHa pe3Bas, Kpacueas,
CJIOBHO CepHa, — Hy, NpPOCTO, MO ero c/JioBaM, 3TakOW 1 B LLEJIOM MUPE HEeT.

3acBepKann rnaseHkn y TatapyoHka, a lNMevyopuH ByaTo HE 3aMeydaeT; A 3aroBOpPKO O APYroMm, a
OH, CMOTpPULWb, TOTYacC cobbeT pa3roBop Ha nowaab Kasbunya dTa ncrtopumsa nponoKaiacb BCAKUN
pa3, Kak npuesan AsamaT. Hepenun Tpu cnycTa CcTan A 3aMedaTb, 4To AsamaT brnegHeeT u
COXHEeT, Kak bbiBaeT OT s1t06BM B poMaHax-C. YTo 3a AuBo?..

BoT Bmagunte, A y>X nocne y3Han BCHO 3Ty WTYKYy: puropmin AnekcaHApOBMY OO0 TOro ero
3a[lpa3Hui, 4TO XOTb B BOAY. Pa3 oH eMy N CKaxu:
— Buxy, AsamaT, 4TO Tebe 601bHO MOHpPaBUAacChk 3Ta NoWadb; a He BnaaTb Tebe ee Kak CBOero
3aTbinika! Hy, cka>ku, 4To Obl Tbl fan ToMy, KTo Tebe ee nogapwun 6bI?..
— Bce, 4TO OH 3axo4eT, — oTBeYan A3amar.
— B TakomMm cny4ae s Tebe ee fOCTaHy, TONILKO C yC/I0BUEM... [TOKNAHUCH, YTO Thl €r0 NCNOJIHALWb...
— Knanyck... KnaHucs n Tol!
— Xopowo! KnsaHycb, Tbl byaewb BNafgeTb KOHEM; TOJIbKO 3a HEro Tbl AOJIKEH OTAAaTb MHEe CecTpy
Bany: Kapares 6yget Tebe KanbiMmoM. Hagetoch, 4To Topr ona Tebs BbirogeH.

A3amaT mos4arn.

— He xo4yewsb? Hy, Kak xoyewsb! 9 gyman, 4TO Tbl My>XX4uHa, a Tbl euwe pebeHoK: paHo Tebe
€34UTb BEPXOM...

A3aMaT BCMbIXHY.

— A MoW oTeu? — CcKa3aJj OH.

— Pa3Be OH HMKOrga He ye3xaeT?

— lMNpaBga...

— CornaceH?..

— CornaceH, — npowenTan A3amaT, 6aegHbIn Kak cMepTb. — Korga »xe?

— B nepBbIn pa3, Kak Ka3buy npueper ciopa; oH obewanca npurHaTb OecaTok 6apaHOB:
ocTasibHoe — Moe feno. CMoTpu xe, AsamaT!

BoT OHM 1 cnagunu 3TO Aeno... Mo npaBAe CckasaTb, Hexopowee geno! 4 nocne n roeopuna 3To
Me4yopuHy, Oa TOJIbKO OH MHE OTBeYasl, YTO OMKasA YepKelleHKa AoJIKHa ObiTb CcYacT/MBa, uMmes
TakKoro MWJIOro My»a, Kak OH, MOTOMY 4YTO, MO-UXHEMY, OH BCe-TakM ee MyxX, a 4To — Ka3buy
pa3bonHMK, KOTOoporo Hago 6bin0 Hakas3aTb. CaMm MOCYyAUTE, 4YTO XX A MOr OTBe4YaTb MPOTMB

3TOro?.. Ho B TO BpeMsa s Hu4Yero He 3Han 06 umx 3aroBope. BoT pa3 npuexan Kasbuy wu
cnpawmnBaeT, He HY>KHO sin 6apaHOB 1 Mefda; 9 Besien eMy NpuBecTn Ha OPYyron AeHb.
— AzamaT! — cka3san puropun AnekcaHapoBu4, — 3aBTpa Kapares B MOUX pyKax; €C/i HblH4Ye

Ho4bto Bbana He ByaeT 34echb, TO He BuAaTh Tebe KOHA...

— Xopowo! — ckasan AsamaT 1 Nockakasn B ays. Bedepom Mpuropun AnekcaHLpoOBUY BOOPYXKUICH
N Bblexan M3 KPernocTu: Kak OHW CAaguam 3TO AeNo, He 3Hak, — TOJIbKO HO4Ybi OHM o0ba
BO3BpPaTW/INCb, W 4YaCOBOW BUAes, 4YTO nonepek cepsla A3amaTa Jiexasia >KeHLMHa, Yy KOTopou



PYKW N HOFW BbINV CBA3aHbI, @ FOJI0Ba OKyTaHa Yagpon.
— A nowapb? — cnpocun 5y wTabc-kanmTaHa.
— Cenyac, cenyac. Ha gpyron geHb yTpoM paHo npuexan Kasbud n npurHan gecatok 6bapaHoB Ha
npodaxy. MNMpuessas nowanb y 3abopa, OH BoweNa KO MHe; A NoMnoT4yeBasn €ro 4aem, NOTOMy 4TO
XOTA pa3boiHMK OH, a BCe-Taku bl MOUM KyHakoM, ©

Ctann Mbl 6onTaTb 0 TOM, O CeM: BAPYr, CMOTpto, Ka3buy B3APOrHya, NepemMeHunsnICcsa B nue — un
K OKHY; HO OKHO, K HECHAaCTWIO, BLIXOAWI0 Ha 3a[BOpbe.
— Y10 c TobON? — cnpocun .

— Mosg nowagb!.. nowapgb!.. — cKasan oH, BECb ApPOXKa.
TOYHO, A yC/blWwan TONOT KOMbIT: «3TO, BEPHO, Kakon-HMObyAb Ka3ak npuexan...»
— HeT! Ypyc siMaH, simaH! — 3apeBen OH 1 onpoMeTbio Bpocuncsa BoH, Kak AuKuA Bapc. B aBa

npb>kka oH 6bln y>X Ha ABOpPEe; Yy BOPOT KPEmnoCTWM 4HacOBOW 3aropogus emy nyTb PYyXbeM; OH
nepecko4vnsa 4Yepes py>xKbe N KMHynca 6exaTb No gopore... Boanm Bunack nbiib — A3amMaT CKakan
Ha Nmxom Kaparese; Ha 6ery Kasbuy BbIXBaTW/ M3 4Yexsla PyXbe W BbICTPENUS, C MUHYTY OH
OoCTasiCcaA HenoABMXXeH, NMoka He ybenuncs, 4To gan npomax; NOTOM 3aBU3)XKaJ, YOapu pyXbe O
KaMeHb, pa3bun ero sapebesrn, NoBannMICA Ha 3eMJIl0 U 3apblaj, Kak pebeHokK... BoT Kpyrom
Hero cobpasncsa Hapo4 M3 KPenoCTUn — OH HUKOrO He 3aMeyas; NOCTOSANN, NOTOSIKOBaN U NOLUAN
Hasad; 9 Besien BO3Jie ero MoJIOKUTb AeHbru 3a 6apaHOB — OH WX He TPOHyN, nexan cebe
HUYKOM, Kak MepTBblA. loBepuTe 5nM, OH TaK Mnposiexas A0 MNO3AHEN HOYM N Lenyr Ho4b?..
ToNbKO Ha Apyroe yTpo npuvwen B KPernocTb W CTas MPOCUTb, 4TO6 eMy Ha3Baau MOXUTUTENS.
YacoBon, KOTOpbIN BuAen, Kak A3aMaT OTBfA3ajl KOHA M yCKakKasl Ha HeM, He rno4esl 3@ Hy>XHoe
CKpbiBaTb. Mpun 3TOM nMeHn rnasa Kasbumya 3acBepkanu, 1 OH OTNpPaBUICS B ayJ, FAe Xun otew,
A3samarTa.

— Y70 X oTen?

— [la B TOM-TO 1 WTYyKa, 4To ero Ka3bmy He Hawen: OH Kyda-To ye3xas AHen Ha WwecCTb, a TO
yhanocb nn 66l A3amaTy yBe3Tu cecTpy?

A Korpga oTel, BO3BpaTWJCHA, TO HU A0YEPWU, HUN CbiHa He 6blN0. Takon XUTpel: BeAb CMEKHY,
YTO He CHOCUTb eMy roJsioBbl, ecam 6 OoH nonancsa. Tak € Tex Mop WM nponasn: BEpPHO, NMpuctan K
Kakon-HMbyab wanke abpekos, Aa n cioxun bynHyo ronosy 3a Tepekom nnm 3a KybaHbto: Tyna
n poporal!..

Mpr3HaCb, 1 Ha MO O0J110 NMOPALOYHO A0CTaNI0Ch. Kak a TOMIbKO nNpoBefas, 4YTo YepKelleHKa
y Npuropbsa AnekcaHapoBu4a, TO Hagen 3MnoaeThl, Whnary v rnowen K Hemy.

OH nexxkan B NepBON KOMHaTe Ha nocTenn, NoA/IOKNB OAHY PYKY MOA 3aTbI/IOK, @ ApYyron gepxxa
noracwyt TpybKy; OBepb BO BTOPYIO KOMHaTy Oblsla 3anepTa Ha 3aMOK, M KJi4Ya B 3aMKe He
Obl710. 1 BCe 3TO TOTYacC 3aMeTwui... 9 Havan KawnaTb U MOCTyKMBaTb Kabnykamum o nopor, —
TOJIbKO OH NpUTBOPSAACS, ByATO He CAbIWNT.

— locnoauH npanopwmnk! — ckasan f Kak MOXKHO CTpoXe. — Pa3Be Bbl He BUAUTE, 4YTO A K BaM
npuwen?

— AXx, 3ppascTBynTe, Makcmm Makcumbliy! He xotute nm Tpybky? — oOTBeYan OH, He
NPUNOLHNMAACD.

— MN3BuHUTE! 4 He MakcmMm MakcumblY: g WTabc-KannTaH.

— Bce paBHo. He xoTuTte nm vato? Ecam 6 Bbl 3HaNW, Kakas My4nT meHs 3aboTa!

— 4l BCe 3Hato, — OoTBeYan A, noaoLwen K KpoBaTHu.

— Tem nyylle: 9 He B fiyXe pacCKa3blBaThb.

— lFNocnoavH npanopLunK, Bbl coenanm NpocTynokK, 3a KOTOPbIN 9 MOry OTBeYaTb...

— W nonHoTe! 4yTo X 3a 6ena? Beab y Hac faBHO BCE NOMNOaaM.



— Y70 32 WwyTKM? NMoxxanynTe Bawy wnary!
— MwuTbKa, wnaryl..

MnTbka npuHec wnary. CnosHMB JoONr CBOW, Cen 9 K HeMY Ha KpOBaTb N CKasall:
— Mocnywan, Npuropuin AnekKcaHOpoBuY, NPU3HANCH, HTO HEXOPOLLO.
— Y10 Hexopowo?
— [Ja 7o, 4TOo Tbl yBe3 bany... Y)K a3Ta MHe 6becTuna AsamaT!.. Hy, npn3Hancsa, — ckasan g emy.
— Ila Korga oHa MHe HpaBuUTCcA?..

Hy, 4TO nNpukakeTe oTBeYaTb Ha 3TO?.. A cTan B Tynuk. O4HAKO X Mocjie HEKOTOPOro MoJsT4aHus
A eMy CKa3aJl, 4TO ec/qin oTel, CTaHeT ee TpeboBaTb, TO Hago byaeT oTaaTh.
— BoBce He Hapo!
— [J1a OH y3HaeT, 4YTO OHa 34ecCb?
— A KaK OH y3HaeT?
A onaTb cTan B TYNuK.
— Mocnywante, Makcum Makcumbld! — cka3an lMevyopuH, NpUNOogHABWNCL, — BeAb Bbl A00pbIN
YyesloBeK, — a ecsin oTAaAuM [A04b 3TOMY OUKaplo, OH ee 3apexeT uan npojacT. [eno caenaHo,
He Ha[o TOJIbKO OXOTOI0 MOPTUTh; OCTaBbTe ee y MeHsd, a y ceba moto wnary...
— Jla noKa>xute MHe ee, — cKa3ah 5.
— OHa 3a 3ToN ABepblo; TOJILKO A CaM HblHYe HamnpacHO XOTesn ee BUAETb, CUAUT B Yriy,
3aKyTaBLUUCb B MOKPbIBaJIO, HE TOBOPUT WU HEe CMOTPUT: NMyrJvBa, Kak UKasa cepHa. 9 HaHaI Hally
AYXaHLWMLY: OHa 3HaeT no-TaTapckn, dbyaeT XoOUTb 3a HEK U NPUYYUT ee K MbIC/IK, 4TO OHa MoS,
NOTOMY 4YTO OHa HUKOMY He OyneT npuHagnexaTb, KpoMe MeHs, — npubaBun OH, yaapuvs
KyJlakOM Mo CTOoJly. 1 U B 3TOM corsiacunacs... Yto npukaxete genatb? ECTb nwogn, ¢ KOTOPbIMU
HenpeMeHHO A0J/IKHO COrNacuTbCA.
— A 4yT0? — cnpocun a9 y Makcuma Makcumbid4a, — B CaMOM N1 gefie OH npuy4dun ee kK cebe, nam
OHa 3a4axJia B HeBoJie, C TOCKW No poanHe?
— MoMunynTte, oT4yero e C TOCKM No poauHe. N3 kKpenoCTn BUAHbLI BblNN Te e ropbl, 4YTO M3
ayna, — a 3TuM gukapsam bonbwe Huyero He HapobHo. Oa nputom [puropuin AnekcaHapoOBUY
KaXAabll OeHb Japwui el 4To-HMbyAab: nepBble OHWM OHa MOJYa ropAo OoTTasikmBasa Mnoapku,
KOTOpble Torga AoCTaBaJuCb AyxaHwumue n Bo3byxaannm ee KpacHopedme. Ax, nogapku! yero He
cAoenaeT XXeHWMmMHa 3a UBeTHYI Tpanuyky!.. Hy, Aa 3To B CTOpOHY... [lonro éuncs c Hetw Mpuropun
ANekcaHApPOBUY; MeXOy TeM y4uacsa no-taTapCku, U oHa HadmHana NoHUMaTb Mo-Hawemy. Mano-
nomasy OHa MpuyYmnacb Ha Hero CMOTpeTb, CHa4dana ucnoanobbs, UCKoca, U BCe rpycTuna,
HanesaJla CBOW MecHW BMOJIronoca, Tak 4To, 6biBaso, U1 MHe CTaHOBWUJIOCb FPYCTHO, KOrga ciayLian
ee N3 cocegHen KOMHaTbl. Hnkorga He 3abyay OOHOW CUEHbI, Wen 9 MAMO U 3arfisHysl B OKHO;
Bana cunpena Ha nexxaHKe, NOBeCUB rOJIOBY Ha rpyab, a puropuin AnekcaHLpoBUY CTOAN nepen
Helo.
— Mocnywan, moa nepu, — roBopua OH, — BeAb Tbl 3Haellb, YTO PaHO WM NO3AHO Thbl LOJDKHA
ObITb MO€K, — OTYEero >e TOJIbKO My4ulb MeHA? Pa3se Tbl N0bMWbL Kakoro-HnMbyab 4YeveHua?
Ecnn Tak, To a4 Tebs cendac oTnyuwy gomon. — OHa B3ApOrHysa enBa MPUMETHO U MoKavasa
ronoson. — Wnn, — npogosmxkan oH, — A Tebe coBepleHHO HeHaBUCTeH? — OHa B34OXHyNa. —
Nnn TBOA Bepa 3anpewaeT nonobute MeHA? — OHa nobnegHena m mMondana. — lloBepb MHe,
annax Ana Bcex njeMeH OoAWH U TOT e, N eC/IN OH MHe no3sonseT Nobutb Tebsa, oTyero xe
3anpeTnT Tebe NNaTUTb MHE B3aMMHOCTbO? — OHa nocMoTpesia eMy MPUCTasibHO B JIMLO, Kak
OyOTO nMopa)keHHas 3TOM HOBOW MbIC/INIO; B M1a3ax €e BblpasuinCb HEOOBEPYMBOCTb U XKenaHune
ybeantbca. YTo 3a rnasa! oHM Tak 1M cBepkananm, byaTto gBa yrna. — Mocnywan, Mmunasa, nobpas
Bana! — npopgonxxan NevyopuH, — Tbl BUAULWDb, Kak A Tebsa nobnio; A Bce roToB oTAaTh, 4T0O Tebs



pa3BecenuTb: A Xo4dy, 4Tob Thbl BblSla cHacTAMBaA; a €C/N Thbl CHOBa bDyaewb rpycTuTb, TO A9 yMpYy.
Ckaxxu, Tbl byoelb Becenen?

OHa npu3agyManacb, He Cryckasl C Hero 4Y4epHbIX rja3 CBOMUX, NOTOM YynblbHyNacb /TaCKOBO U
KWBHYNa rosioBON B 3HakK cornacusa. OH B35S ee pyKy U CTan ee yroBapuBaTb, 4Tob6 oOHa ero
LenoBafa; oHa cnabo 3awmuwanacb U TONbKO NoBTopsna: «MoaXanycTa, Nog)Xanyncrta, He Haaa,
He Hafda». OH CTan HaCTamBaTb; OHa 3aAporKasa, 3arnjakana.

— 4 TBOSA MNIEHHMLUA, — rOBOpWJa OHa, — TBOS paba; KOHEYHO Thbl MOXELLIb MEHS NPUHYAUTb, — W
ONATb Cle3bl.

Fpuropuin AnekcaHapoBuy ygapuna cebs B 106 KynlakoM M BbICKOYMUA B OPYryl0 KOMHaTy. {1 3awwen
K HEMY; OH CJI0XKa PYKN NPOXa)KMBaJICa yrpoMbl B3a4 1 Bnepes.

— Y70, 6aTiOWKa? — CKasan g emy.

— [bsB0OJ, @ He XeHwunHa! — oTBeYvYan OH, — TOJIbKO 4 BaM [al0 MOe 4YeCTHOe CJZIOBO, 4YTO OHa
oyneT mos...

¢ Moka4asn rosioBoto.

— XOoTuTe Nnapun? — cKkasas oH, — 4yepes Hegento!
— N3BOsIbTE!

Mbl yoapuam no pykam v pasoLinchk.

Ha ppyron geHb OH TOTYacC >Xe OTrnpaBusl HapodHOro B Ku3nap 3a pasHbIMU MNOKyNKamu;
npuBe3eHo Bbl/I0 MHOXKECTBO Pa3HbIX MEPCUACKMX MAaTEPUN, BCEX HE MepeYecTb.

— Kak Bbl gymaeTte, MakcuMm MakcmMbld! — cKa3asl OH MHe, MnoKa3biBas nMogapku, — YCTOUT Jn
a3naTCcKaa KpacaBuua NnpoTus Takon baTapen?

— Bbl 4YepkeweHOK He 3HaeTe, — oOTBeYaNn 4, — 3TO COBCEM He TO, 4YTO TFPY3UHKU WIIN
3aKaBKa3CKMe TaTapKu, COBCEM He TO. Y HUX CBOW MpaBuaa: OHU WHa4vYe BOCNUTaHbl. — [puropun

AnekcaHApoBMY YNblOHYICA N CTas HAaCBUCTbIBaTb MapLu.
A Befb BbIWIO, 4TO A 6bln NpaB: NOJapKM MNOAENCTBOBasIM TOJIbKO BMOJIOBUHY; OHa CTasa
JlackoBee, [OBepYMBee — [a M TOJIbKO; TaK 4YTO OH peLnsca Ha nocnegHee cpeacTso. Pa3s yTpom
OH Befnen ocennaTh Nowanb, OOENICSA MO-4EPKECCKN, BOOPYXWUICA WU Bowen K Hen. «bana! —
CKa3an OH, — Tbl 3HaelWb, Kak A Teba nwbnwo. A pewwnnca Tebs yBe3Tu, AymMas, 4To Thl, Korga
y3Haelwb MeHs, noabullb; 9 owmnbcsa: npowan! ocTtaBarcst MOJHOM XO35AMKOM BCEro, 4To s UMEID;
€C/IN XO0Yellb, BEPHUCb K OTUYy, — Tbl cBoBOAHa. S BMHOBaT nepen Tobom n AO/HKEH HaKasaTb
cebsa; npowan, 9 eny — Kyga? nodyemy A 3Hato? ABOCb Heposro 6yay roHATbLCA 3a Nynen uam
y0apoM LUalKKW; Torga BCMOMHM 060 MHe 1 NPOCTN MeHs». — OH OTBEPHYJICA U NPOTAHY el pyKy
Ha npowaHne. OHa He B3aJ1a PyKK, MonYana. TONIbKO CTOS 3@ ABEPbIo, 1 MOT B LLeslb pacCMOTPeTb
ee JINLUO: U MHe CTaJlo Xajlb — TakKas cMmepTesibHaa 61egHOCTb MOKpbIa 3TO MUoe n4uko! He
C/abllwa oTBeTa, MNevyopuH caenan HEeCKONbKO LWaroB K ABEPU; OH APOXKaJl — M CKa3aTb I Bam? A
AyMato, OH B COCTOAHUM Obl1 NCNONHUTL B CaMOM fefie TO, 0 YeM roBopus WyTA. TakoB yX Obin
yesnoBek, 6or ero 3HaeT! TosibKO efBa OH KOCHYJICA OBepU, Kak OHa BCKOYWMa, 3apblgana u
bpocunacb eMy Ha weto. [NMoBepuTe NnN? 1, CTOA 3a OBEPbIO, TAaKXe 3anjakan, To eCTb, 3HaeTe, He
TO 4TObbI 3aniakan, a Tak — raynocTb!..

LLTabc-kannuTaH 3amonyan.
— [a, Nnpn3HatoCb, — CKa3ajl OH NoToM, Tepebs yCbl, — MHEe CTaJl0 40CaAHO, YTO HMKOr4a HM OOHa
XXEeHLWMHa MeHs Tak He nobuna.
— N npopomknuTenbHO BbI10 UX cHacTbe? — CNPOCUI 4.
— [la, OHa HaM Mpu3Hanacb, 4TO C TOro AHA, Kak yBuaena levyopuHa, OH 4acTO €N rpesnscs Bo
CHE M 4YTO HM OAUH MY>XYMHA HUKOrga He NPOonU3BOANI Ha Hee TakKoro BnevyatneHus. Ha, oHun 6bian
cYyacT/mBbI!



— Kak 3TO CKy4HO! — BOCKIMKHY/ 9 HEBOJIbHO. B caMoM gene, A oxxmaan Tparm4eckom pasBsA3Kuy,
N BOPYr TakK HeoXnaaHHo obMaHyTb Mou Hagexabl!.. — [a HeyXxenn, — npogosikan 1, — oTew,
He Aorajalics, 4YTo OHa y Bac B KpenocTun?

— To ecTb, Ka)KeTcs, OH nogo3pesas. CNyCcTA HECKOJIbKO AHEWN Y3HAN Mbl, YTO CTapuk ybuTt. BoT
KaK 3TO CJly4Mnocsb...

BHuMaHne moe npobyannock CHOBa.

— Hapo BaM ckasaTb, 4T0 Ka3bwuy Boobpaswun, 6yato AsamaT C cornacmsa oTua YKpan y Hero
Jowapjb, N0 KpanHen Mepe, A TakK nosarato. BoT oH pa3 v foxpanca y OOpOrv BepCTbl TpM 3a
ayJIoM; CTapuK BO3Bpalla/iCd U3 HanpacCHbIX MOWUCKOB 3a A0YEpblo; y34eHW ero oTCcTanam, — 3TO
6bI/10 B CYMEpPKW, — OH exan 3aAyM4YMBO WaroM, kak Bapyr Kasbuy, 6yaTo KoLWKa, HbIpHY 13-3a
KyCTa, MpbIr C3agu ero Ha Jowafib, YAAPOM KMHXXafla CBaJInA €ro Ha3eMb, CXBaTU NOBOAbA — WU
Obl1 TaKOB; HEKOTOPbIE Y3[4EHN BCE 3TO BUAEN C MPUIrOPKa; OHN BPOCMANCE AOrOHATbL, TOJIbKO HEe
[OrHanu.

— OH Bo3Harpaaun cebs 3a NOTepto KOHA U OTOMCTWUI, — CKa3an s, 4Tob Bbi3BaTb MHEHME MOEro
cobecepHuKa.

— KOHe4Ho, No-nxHemy, — ckasan wrabc-kanmTaH, — OH Bbla1 COBEPLUEHHO MNpaB.

MeHa HeBOJIbHO Mopa3naa CrnocobHOCTb PYCCKOro YesoBeKa MNPUMEHATLCA K o0bbl4aaM Tex
HapoAoB, Cpean KOTOPbIX EMY C/yHaeTCs XUTb; HE 3Hat0, AOCTONHO MOPMLAHNA UAK NOXBasibl 3TO
CBOMNCTBO yMa, TOJIbKO OHO [OKa3blBaeT HEMMOBEPHYIO €ro rmbkoCcTb N NPUCYTCTBUE 3TOr0 ACHOIM0
340paBOro CMbIC/Ja, KOTOPbLIA NpowaeT 370 Be3ge, rae BUAUT €ro HeobxoAMMOCTb WK
HEBO3MOXXHOCTb €ro YHUYTOXXEHUS.

Mexay TeM 4Yan 6bla BbINUT; AABHO 3amnps>XeHHble KOHW MPOAPOran Ha cHery; mecsau 6negHen
Ha 3anafe W roTtoB y>X Obla1 MOrpy3nUTbCA B YepHble CBOM Ty4YuM, BUCALLME HA OaJIbHUX BEpPLUMHAX,
KakK KJI04KM pa3ofpaHHOro 3aHaBeca; Mbl BbIWAW W3 Cakau. Bonpekm npenckasaHuioo Moero
CNyTHMKa, Noroga nposicHuNacb n obewana HaMm TUXOe yTPO; XOPOBOAbI 3BE3[ YyAHLIMU Y30paMu
cnneTanncb Ha fasiekoMm HebBOCKJIoOHe M ofHa 3a APYrolo racsv no Mepe Toro, kak 6negHoBaThIN
oT6/1IeCK BOCTOKa pa3MBassCcA No TEMHO-IMJI0BOMY CBOAY, 03apsAsd NMOCTENEHHO KPyTble OT/I0r0CTur
rop, NOKpPbITble AEBCTBEHHbIMM CHeraMmu. HanpaBo M HaneBO YepHesn MpayvHble, TAaUMHCTBEHHbIE
nponacTu, N TyMaHbl, KNyBACb U M3BUBAACb, KaK 3Men, CNon3aln Tyga no MOpLMHaAM COCeHUX
Cckasn, 6yaTo 4yBCTBYS U Nyrascb NpUBANKEHNSA OHS.

Tuxo 6610 BCe Ha Hebe M Ha 3emne, Kak B cepALe 4YenoBeKa B MUHYTY YTPEeHHen MOJINTBbI;
TONbKO uM3pedka Haberan npoxnadHbll BeTep C BOCTOKa, MNPUMOAHMMAas rpuUBY Jollafden,
NOKPbITYIO MHEEM. Mbl TPOHY/INCb B NYyTb; C TPYAOM MNATb XyAbIX KNSY TalLUAW HalM NOBO3KW MO
M3BMANCTON Jopore Ha [yA-ropy; Mbl WAM MNEWwKoOM c3aju, NogkjaagbiBas KaMHW Nofh KoJseca,
Korga nowaawn BbibMBannCb M3 CUI; Ka3anocb, AOpOra Besa Ha Hebo, MOTOMY 4TO, CKOJIbKO rnas
MOI pa3rnsgeTb, OHa BCe NMoAHMMaNacb U HakKoHel nponajana B obnake, KOTOpoe elle C Bevyepa
OTAbIXaNl0 Ha BepwmnHe MNya-ropbl, Kak KOPLYH, oXXnaaowmn gobbivy; cHer xpycTen nog Horamu
HalWMMK; BO3AYyX CTAHOBWICA TakK penok, 4T1o 6bino 60/bHO AblWaTb; KPOBb MOMUHYTHO
npuaneafa B rojloBy, HO CO BCEM TEM KaKoe-TO OTpafdHOe 4yBCTBO PacnpPOCTPaHANOCh MO BCEM
MOUM >KMNaM, N MHe 6blNI0 KakK-TO BeCesio, YTO A TaK BbICOKO Hajg MUPOM: YyBCTBO OETCKOE, He
CNoplo, HO, ypansascb OT ycnoBuin obuwectBa M npubnmxasacb K nNpupoae, Mbl HEBOJILHO
CTaHOBUMCA AeTbMUW; BCe npuobpeTeHHOe oTnajaeT OT AyWW, U OHa AeNlaeTCs BHOBb TaKolHo,
Kakon 6blna Hekorpga, u, BepHo, byneT korga-Hubyab onsiTb. TOT, KOMY CJly4asloCb, KaK MHe,
6poanTb MO ropamMm MNyCTbIHHbIM, U [OAr0-A0JF0 BCMATPUBATLCA B UX Npuyyanuebie obpasbl, ©
)KaOHO rnoTaTb XWMBOTBOPALWMA BO3AYX, Pa3/INTbIA B UX YyLENbAX, TOT, KOHEYHO, NOMMET Moe
)XenaHue nepepaTb, pacCkas3aTb, HapucoBaTb 3TW BoswebHble KapTWUHbL. BOT HakoHel Mbl



B306bpasncb Ha lya-ropy, OCTaHOBW/INCb W OrASIHYJIUCb: Ha HeW Buceno cepoe obnako, n ero
XOJI0AHOE AblXaHue rpo3nnao 6amskonm bypeto; HO Ha BOCTOKe BCe BbI1I0 TakK CHO 1 30J10TUCTO, YTO
Mbl, TO eCTb 8 N wWTabc-KannuTaH, COBEPLUEHHO O HeM 3abbinn... [la, n wtabc-kannTaH: B cepauax
NPOCTbIX YyBCTBO KpacOTbl M BeNM4YMA Npupoabl CUbHEe, XMBee BO CTO KpaT, 4eM B Hac,
BOCTOP>XEHHbIX pacCKa34ynkax Ha caoBax M Ha bymare.

— Bbl, 1 AyMato, NpUBbLIKAN K 3TUM BEJINKOJIEMHbIM KapTUHaM? — CKa3an s emy.

— [Ja-C, N K CBUCTY MyJIN MOXKHO MPUBbLIKHYTb, TO €CTb MPUBbLIKHYTb CKPbIBaTb HEBOJIbHOE BueHune
cepaua.

— 8 cnbiWwan HanpoTMB, YTO ANA NHbIX CTapblX BOMHOB 3Ta My3blKa Aa)ke NpUaTHa.

— Pa3ymeeTcs, ecqim XOTUTE, OHO U MPUATHO; TOJZIbKO BCe >Xe MoToMy, 4TO cepaue bbeTtcs
cunbHee. MNMocmoTpuTe, — NnpubaBua oH, yKasbiBas Ha BOCTOK, — 4YTO 3a Kpawn!

N To4yHO, Takyl naHopamy BpA4 NM rge euwe ynacTtcad MHe BuAeTb: No4 HaMu sexana
Konwaypckaa [osvHa, nepecekaemas AparBoW M APYronM peykoun, Kak ABymMs cepebpsaHbiMun
HUTAMUN; ronyboBaTbln TyMaH CKOJb3WA MO Hen, yberas B cocefHMe TEeCHUHbl OT TenbiX Ny4yen
yTpa; HanpaBoO M HaneBo rpedbHu rop, oAuH Bbille APYroro, nepecekasncb, TAHYNCb, MOKPbITbIe
CHeramm, KyCTapHWUKOM; BOAJIN Te Xe ropbl, HO X0Tb Obl ABe CKaJibl, MOXOXXNEe 04Ha Ha ApYyryt, —
N BCE 3TW CHera ropenu pymsaHbiM 6/1€CKOM TakK BecCesio, TakK SPKO, YTO KaxeTcs, TyT 6bl u
OCTaTbCs XWUTb HABEKW; COJIHUE YyTb MOKa3ajloCb M3-3@a TEMHO-CMHEWN ropbl, KOTOPYI TOJIbKO
NPUBbIYHBIA rna3 Mor 6bl pasnNYnUTb OT FPO30OBON Ty4u; HO HaL CcoNHUEM Oblsla KpoBaBas MoJsoca,
Ha KOTOpPYIO MO ToBapull obpaTuni ocobeHHoe BHMMaHMe. «5 roBopus BaM, — BOCKJIMKHYJT OH, —
4YTO HbiHYe ByneT noroga; Hago TOPOMUTLCA, @ TO, NOXanyh, oHa 3acTaHeT Hac Ha KpecToBoMn.
Tporantecb!» — 3aKpur4dan OH AMLLMKAM.

NMopnoXXnunum uenn No Kosieca BMeCTo TOpMO30B, 4TO06 OHW He pacKaTbiBa/MCb, B3N Nowanen
nog ysAubl U Havyanu CryckaTbCHA; Hampaso Obln yTec, HaneBO NpornacTb Takasd, 4To uenas
AepeByLKa 0CEeTUH, XUBYLLMX Ha OHE ee, Ka3asiaCb rHe340M N1aCTO4YKUW; 9 COAPOrHYJCS, NoayMas,
4YTO 4acTO 34eCb, B FyXyl HOYb, MO 3TOM AOpOre, roe OBe MOBO3KW He MOryT pa3bexaTbCH,
KakKon-HMbyab Kypbep pa3 OecATb B rof Npoe3)kaeT, He Bblie3asd N3 CBOero TPACKOro sKunaxka.
OOVH M3 HawWMxX M3BO3YMKOB Obl1 PYCCKUMA APOCNABCKUM MYXWUK, APYrON OCETUH: OCeTUH Ben
KOPEHHYI0 nojA y34ubl CO BCEMW BO3MOXHbIMW MNPEAfOCTOPOXKHOCTSAMUM, OTMPArWN 3apaHee
YHOCHbIX, — @ Haw 6ecne4yHbi pycak faxke He cnes ¢ obnyyka! Korga s emMy 3aMeTus, 4TO OH MOl
66l MO6EeCNOKONTBLCA B NOJIb3y XOTA MOEro YemogaHa, 3a KOTOPbIM S BOBCE He »Kenas Na3nTb B 3Ty
6e3aHy, oH oTBeYan MHe: «W, 6apuH! bor gacT, He Xy>e ux goenem: Beab HaM He BrnepBbie», — 1
OH B6b121 NpaB: Mbl TOYHO Moraum Bbl He foexaTb, 0QHAKO X BCe-Taku goexann, n ecau 6 Bce nogn
nobonblie paccyxganu, To ybeonnucb 6bl, 4TO XXN3Hb HE CTOUT TOro, 4To6 06 Hen Tak MHOro
3aboTuTbCA...

Ho, mo)xeT 6bITb, Bbl XOTUTE 3HAaTb OKOHYaHWe NcTopun banbl? Bo-nepsbix, 1 N1y He NOBecCTb, a
nyTeBble 3aMNuCKW; c/iefoBaTesIbHO, He MOry 3aCTaBuUTb WTabc-kannTaHa pacckasbiBaTb npexnae,
HeXXenn OH Ha4vas pacckasbiBaTb B caMoM gene. NTak, norogute naun, eciam XoTute, nepesepHUTe
HECKOJIbKO CTpaHuL, TOJIbKO S BaM 3TOr0 He COBETYI0, MOTOMY 4TO nepee3n yepe3 KpecTosyto
ropy (uwnm, Kak Ha3blBaeT ee YydyeHbin [amba, le mont St.-Christophe) poctomH Bawiero
nobonbiTcTBa. WTak, Mbl cnyckanucb ¢ Fya-ropbl B YepToBy QAO0AMHY... BOT poMaHTMYeckoe
Ha3BaHue! Bbl yXXe BnAnUTe rHe3fo 3/10ro gyxa Mexay HernpucTyrnHbIMW yTecaMu, — He TyT-TO
OblN10: Ha3BaHMe YepTOBOW AOJIMHbLI MPONCXOANT OT C/ZIOBa «4epTa», a He «4epT», nbo 34ecb Koraa-
To 6b1a rpaHunua MFpy3nun. 3Ta fonamHa Oblna 3aBasieHa CHeroBbiMyM cyrpobamMun, HaNOMUHABLUNMMN
[0BOJIbHO XK1BO CapaToB, TaMb0B 1 Npo4YMe MUble MecTa Halwero oTeyecTsa.

— BoT n KpectoBasi! — cka3an MHe wTabc-kanuTaH, Korga Mbl Cbexasn B YepToBy [A0JINHY,



yKa3blBas Ha XO0JIM, MOKPbITbIA MeJIeHO CHera; Ha ero BeplinHe YepHesiCs KaMeHHbIN KpecT, U
MMMO €ero BeJla efBa-e[Ba 3aMeTHas [Aopora, No KOTOPOW Mpoe3XkaklT TOJbKO Torga, Korpa
bokoBas 3aBasieHa CHErom; Hawu M3BO34MKM 06bABUAN, 4TO 06BanoB ewe He 6bIS10, N, cbeperas
nowapen, nosesnnm Hac KpyroMm. lpu noBopoTe BCTPETUAM Mbl 4esIOBEK MNATb OCETWUH; OHWU
NpeanoXmnnm Ham CBOM YCAyrn W, yuenscb 3a Koneca, C KPUKOM MNPUHSANUCL TalwUTb U
noonep>XuBaTb HalW Tesniexku. M TO4YHO, Jopora ornacHas: HanpaBo BUCENIW Hah HawuMu
rosioBaMn rpyabl CHera, roToBble, KakeTcs, NMpu NepBoM MopbiBe BeTpa 060pBaThbCA B YyLlENbE;
y3kaa fgopora 4actuio Obila NoKpbiTa CHErom, KOTOPbIA B MHbIX MeCcTax MpoBaJnBasca nopg
HOramMn, B ApPYyrux npespawiancs B fed OT AeNCTBUSA COJIHEYHbIX JIyYel U HOYHbIX MOPO30B, TakK
4YTO C TPYAOM Mbl caMu npobupanuce; nowanm naganuv; Haneso 3uana rnybokas paccenvHa, rge
KaTWJCs MNOTOK, TO CKPbIBAAChb Mo JIeASHON KOPOK, TO C MNEeHOK Mpbirasd no 4YepHbIM KaMHAM. B
ABa 4aca efBa MOram Mbl 060rHyTb KpecToByto ropy — ABe BepCThl B ABa 4aca! Mexay TeMm Ty4un
CNyCTUANCL, NOBaNua rpaf, CHer; BeTep, BpblBasCb B Yyllesbs, peBes, cBucTan, kKak Conosen-
pa3boONHMK, N CKOPO KaMeHHbIN KPeCT CKPbIJICA B TyYMaHe, KOTOPOro BOJIHbI, O4Ha APYron ryue u
TecHee, Haberanm c BOCTOKa... KcTtatu, 06 3TOM KpecTe CyllecTByeT CTpaHHOe, HO Bceobulee
npenaHne, 6yaTto ero nmoctasun Mmnepatop MeTp |, npoe3xasa 4yepe3 KaBka3; HO, BO-MEPBbLIX,
MeTp 6bin TONbKO B [larectaHe, U, BO-BTOPbIX, Ha KpPeCcTe HanucaHo KPYMHbIMKU ByKBamMu, 4TO OH
rnocTasBJflieH Mo npukasaHuioo r. Epmonosa, a umMeHHoO B 1824 roay. Ho npepaHue, HeCMOTpSA Ha
HagnuCb, Tak YKOPEeHWs0Cb, 4TO, MNpaBO, He 3Haelb, 4YemMy BepuTb, TeM bosiee 4TO Mbl He
NPUBbLIKAN BEPUTb HALMUCAM.

Ham fos>kHO 6b110 cnyCcKaTbCs ewe BepCT NATb Mo obsieaeHeBWM CKajslaM 1M TOMKOMY CHery,

4106 AOCTUIrHYTb CTaHuum Kobu. Jlowannm namMyy4mnmcb, Mbl MPOAPOranN;, MeTenb ryaena CujbHee
N CuUibHee, TOYHO Halla POoAMMAs, CEeBepHas; TONbKO ee AuKMe HamneBbl Oblin rnedvasnbHee,
3ayHbIBHee. «W Tbl, U3rHaHHWLUA, — AyMas s, — Mnjadvellb O CBOUX LUMPOKMKX, pa3fosibHbIX cTensax!
TaMm ecTb rae pasBepHyTb X0J04Hble KpblJibs, @ 34ecb Tebe AYLWHO U TeCHO, KaK OpJly, KOTOPbIA C
KPMKOM BbeTCs 0 pelleTKy XKesle3HOW CBOEN KNeTKn».
— Mnoxo! — rosopun wTabc-kannuTaH; — NOCMOTPUTE, KPYrOM HMYEro He BUAHO, TOJIbKO TyMaH
[a CHer; TOro v rnagun, 4To CBaJIMMCs B NMpornacTb WM 3acsafem B Tpywoby, a Tam NoHuxe, Yan,
Banpgapa Tak pasbirpajacb, 4TO U He nepeefewb. Y)X 3Ta MHe A3uma!l 4TOo N0AN, 4TO peykn —
HUKaK HeNb35 NoJI0XKNTbCSA!

N3BO34MKN C KPUKOM M BpaHblo KONOTWUAM JOWafen, KOTopble (blpKanu, ynupaamcb N He
XOTEeJsIN HM 3a 4TO B CBETE TPOHYTbLCA C MecTa, HECMOTPSA Ha KpacHopeyne KHyTOB.

— Bawe 6naropoane, — cKasasl HakoHel OOWH, — Bedb Mbl HblHYe 0 Kobu He poepem; He
npuKa>keTe N1, NOKaMeCT MOXKHO, CBOPOTUTb HaneBo? BOH TaM 4TO-TO Ha KOCOrope YepHeeTcs —
BEPHO, Cakau: TaM BcCerga-c npoes)awume OoCTaHaBJMBAOTCA B MOrody; OHW TOBOPAT, 4TO
npoBeayT, €Cn faguTte Ha BoakKy, — npmbaBui OH, yKa3blBas Ha OCETMHA.

— 3Hato, bpaTeu, 3Hato 6e3 Teba! — ckaszan wTabc-kanuTaH, — YyX 3Tu 6ectun! pagbl
npuapaTtbcs, 4Tob copBaTbh Ha BOAKY.

— Mpun3HanTecb, 0AHaKO, — CKa3an 4, — 4To 6e3 Hux Ham 6b110 Bbl XyXKe.

— Bce Tak, BCce Tak, — npobopMoTas OH, — Y)X 3TWU MHE MNPOBOAHUKMK! 4YyTbeMm cChablwaT, rae
MO>XHO NONosb30BaTbCA, 6yaTo 6€3 HUX U HEeNb3s HAUTN OOPOrN.

BOT Mbl M CBepHy/M HaneBO N KOe-KakK, Mocjie MHOrMx XaonoT, gobpannce A0 CKyOHOro
NpuioTa, COCTOALWEro U3 ABYX CaKJien, CNOXEHHbIX U3 NANT N BynbbkHMKa N 06BeAEeHHbIX TaKok
)Xe CTeHOot; 06opBaHHbIe X039€Ba NPUHAAN Hac paayLlwHo. S nocne y3Han, 4TO NPaBUTENbCTBO UM
NAATUT N KOPMUT UX C yCnoBuem, 41Tob oHM NpUHUMann NyTewwecTBEHHNKOB, 3aCTUIHYTbIX Bypelo.
— Bce K nyywemy! — ckasan 5, NpUCeB y OrHA, — Ternepb Bbl MHE JOCKa)keTe Bally UCTOPMUIO Mpo



Bany; A yBepeH, 4TO 3TUM He KOHYMNOCh.

— A noyemy > Bbl TaK YyBepeHbl? — oOTBeYasl MHe wWwTabc-kanuTaH, NpUMUrneas C XUTPON
ynbibKolO...

— OTTOro, 410 3TO HEe B NOpsAKe Bellen: 4TO Havasnocb HEObbIKHOBEHHbIM 00pa3oM, TO LOJIXKHO
TaK e N KOHYNTbCH.

— Benb Bbl yraganu...

— OyeHb pag.

— XopoLo BaM pafoBaTbCHA, @ MHE Tak, NpaBo, FPYCTHO, KakK BCNOMHI0. CnaBHasa Oblna OeBOYKa,
3Ta bana! {1 K Hel HakoHeL, Tak NMPUBLIK, KakK K Jo4Yepu, U OHa MeHsa nobuna. Hago BaM ckasaTb,
4YTO Yy MeHf HeT ceMencTtBa: 06 oTue M mMaTepu S NeT ABEeHaAUaTb Y)X He uUMer U3BecTusd, a
3anacTUCb XXEHOW He Aorajasncs paHblle, — TakK Tenepb YXX, 3HaeTe, N He K auuy; 9 1 pag bbin,
4YTO Hawen koro B6anosaTb. OHa, ObIBasO, HaM MOET MEeCHW Wb NAAWET NEe3ruHKY... A yX Kak
nnacana! Bmpan A Hawmx rybepHckux bGapbiweHb, A pa3 6bi1-c 1 B MockBe B 6naropogHom
cobpaHuu, neT pAgBaguUaTb TOMY Hasah, — TOJIbKO Kyda wum! cosceMm He To!.. puropwun
AneKkcaHApOBMY HapsKan ee, KakK KYKOJIKY, XONuUa N neness; N OHa Yy Hac Tak rnoxopollena, 4To
4yy[o; C JMua M C pykK cowen 3arap, pyMsaHeL pa3sbirpascs Ha wekax... Y)X Kakasd, 6bbiBano,
Becesias, U BCe Ha40 MHOW, MpoKa3Huua, noawy4ymseana... bor en npoctu!..

— A 4TO, KOrga Bbl el 06bABUAN O CMEpPTH oTua?

— Mbl J0NF0 OT Hee 3TO CKpbIBaJIM, MOKa OHa He MNpuBbIKJa K CBOEMY MOJIOXKEHWUID; a Korga
CKa3ajiv, Tak OHa OHA ABa nornsakasna, a NnoToMm 3abbina.

Mecsaua 4YeTbipe BCe LWWIO KaK Henb3a sydwe. puropmin AnekKCaHLpOBUY, A YXK, KaXKeTcH,
roBOpwUa, CTpacTHO Ntobun oxoTy: 6bIBano, Tak ero B 1€C U NoAMbIBaeT 3a kabaHaMn nam Kosamu,
— a TyT XoTb Obl Bbllen 3a KPenocTHOW Baja. BoT, oAHakKo ke, CMOTPK, OH CTan CHOBa
3aQyMbIBaTbCs, XOAUT MO KOMHATe, 3arHyB pPYyKW Ha3ag; MNOTOM pa3, He CKasaB HUKOMY,
OTNPaBU/ICA CTPeNATb, — Lesioe yTpo nponagas; pas U APYron, BCe Yauwie n vauwe... «HexopoLuo,
— noayMarn 1, BEpHO MeXXay HUMU YepHasa KoLKa npocko4dunal»

OOHO yTpO 3ax0Xy K HUM — KakK Tenepb nepen rnasamu: bana cnpgena Ha KpoBaTu B HYEpPHOM
wenkosoM bewwimeTe, briefHEeHbKas, Takaa NevyasibHas, 4To S UCnyrancs.

— A rpge lNe4yopuH? — cnpocun 1.

— Ha oxorTe.

— CerogHs ywen? — OHa Mon4ana, Kak 6yaTto en TpyaHo 661710 BbIFOBOPUTD.

— HerT, ewe BYepa, — HaKoHeL, CKa3ajla OHa, TAXXesl0 B340XHYB.

— YK He CJIy4ns1ioCb 1M C HUM Yero?

— 4 BYepa uenbin AeHb AyMana, — OTBeYajsa OHa CKBO3b CJie3bl, — MNpuayMbiBasia pasHble
HeCYacCTbA: TO Ka3asioCb MHe, 4TO €ro paHwua Ankuin KabaH, To YeyeHel, yTalina B ropbl... A HbiHYe
MHE Y>K KaXXeTC$, 4TO OH MeHs He ntobuT.

— [lpaBa, Mnnas, Tbl Xy>Xe HMU4Yero He morna npuaymaTte! — OHa 3ansiakana, NoTOM C ropAoCTbio
nogHsaMa rosioBy, oTepsa ciesbl U NpoAo/HKaNa:

— Ecnnm oH MeHs He nobuT, To KTO eMy MellaeT 0ToC/aTb MEeHs AOMOW? § ero He NpuHy»Xaato. A
€eCnn 3TO Tak BbyaeT Npoaos/mKaThCs, TO A CaMa ynay: 9 He paba ero — A KHA>Keckas ooYb!..

7 cTan ee yroBapuBaTh.

— Mocnywan, bana, Beab Henb3a XXe eMy BeK CUAeTb 34eCb KakK MNpULNTOMY K TBoen tobke: oH

4yesloBEK MOJIOAOWN, NOOUT NMOroHATHLCSA 3a AUYbIO, — MOXOAUT, Aa U NPUAET; a ecan Tbl byaelb
rPYCTUTb, TO CKOPEN €My HACKY4ULlb.
— MpaBAa, npaBaa! — oTBevyana oHa, — A byay Becena. — M ¢ XOXOTOM cxBaTuna cBoit bybeH,

Ha4YaNla neTb, MJadacaTb WU MNPbiIraTb OKOJIO MEHA; TOJIbBKO N 3TO He Obin10 npoaoJIXNTE/IbHO,; OHa



onATb yrnasa Ha NocTeslb U 3aKpbljia MU0 pyKaMu.

YTo 6bIN0 C He MHe fenaTtb? 4, 3HaeTe, HUKOrAa C >XeHWWHaMu He obpawancsa: gyman,
AyMman, 4eMm ee yTewuTb, U HMYEro He npuayMmas; HEeCKO/bKO BpeMeHu Mbl oba Mosnyanu...
MpeHenpuaTHOe nosioXxeHne-c!

HakoHel, 9 en ckasan: «Xo4elwb, NoON4eM NporyaaTbCa Ha Ban? noroga ciaBHasA!» 210 Obi10 B
ceHTabpe; N ToYHO, AeHb OblN YyaeCHbIN, CBETAbLIA N He XKAapKWU; BCe ropbl BUAHbLI BbIN KakK Ha
bnogedyke. Mbl nowam, NOXoauaM No KPernocTHOMY BaJly B3ah M Bneped, MOJ4a; HakKOHeL OHa
cesla Ha OepH, N A cen Bo3ne Hee. Hy, NpaBo, BCMOMHUTL CMELLHO: A 6eran 3a Hew, TOYHO KaKas-
HNOY b HAHbKA.

KpenocTb Hawa CTos/1a Ha BbICOKOM MecTe, 1 BMA OblN C Basla NpeKkpacHbIn; C 04HON CTOPOHbI
LIMPOKas MOMSHA, U3PbITas HECKONMLKUMK Bankamu /, okaH4YMBanach 1€COM, KOTOPLIN TAHYNACA A0
camoro xpebTta rop; Koe-rgoe Ha Hel AbIMUAUCL aynbl, xoaunn TabyHbl; ¢ gpyron — 6exxana
Mesikas pedka, W K HelW nNpuMblKasa 4YacTbll KYCTApHWUK, MNOKPbIBaBWUNA KPEMHUCTbIE
BO3BbILLEHHOCTU, KOTOpblE COEOUHSANINCL C TNaBHOM Uenblo KaBkasa. Mbl cupenn Ha yray
6acTuoHa, Tak 4YTo B 06e CTOPOHbLI MOran BUAETb BCe. BOT CMOTPIO: 13 sieca Bble3XKaeT KTO-TO Ha
cepon nowaaun, sce 6anmxe n 6amxxe U, HakoHel, OCTAaHOBUJICSA MO TY CTOPOHY pPeyvYKU, Ca)KeHAX BO
CTe OT Hac, N Ha4vyan KPYXXUTb Jlowanb CBO Kak beweHbin. YTo 3a npuTyal..

— MNocmoTpu-Ka, bana, — ckasan 1, — y Teba rnasa monoable, YTO 3TO 3a AXKWUIUT: KOro 3TO OH
npuexan TewnTb?..

OHa B3rnsgHyfna n BCKPUKHyNa:

— 3970 Kazbwuy!..

— AXx oH pa3bolHuK! cmesaTbCs, 4TO K, Npuexan Hag Hamu? — BcMmaTpuBatocb, TOYHO Ka3buy:
€ero cMyrnas poxxa, obopBaHHbIN, FPA3HbLIN KaK BCerna.

— 370 nowanb oTua Moero, — ckasasla bana, cxBaTMB MEHS 3a PyKYy; OHa ApoxKasna, Kak JIUCT, n
rna3sa ee cBepkanu. «Ara! — nogyman s, — n B Tebe, AylleHbKa, HE MONYUT pa3boNHNYbSA KPOBb!»
— MNoponan-Ka crofa, — CKasajn 9 YHaCcoBOMY, — OCMOTPU py>Xbe Aa ccaju MHe 3TOoro moJsiojua, —
nony4uiwb pybnb cepebpom.

— Cnywato, Balle BbicOKkobnaropoane; ToNbKO OH He CTOUT Ha MecTe... — lMpukaxxkn! — ckaszan 1,
CMesiChb...
— 321, nobe3Hbin! — 3akpuyan 4aCoOBOW, Maxas eMy PYKOW, — MNOAO0XKAW MajleHbKO, YTO Thl

KPYTULLBbCSA, KaK BOJTHOK?

Ka3buny ocTaHOBUJICS B CaMOM fefie 1 CTan BCAYLIMBATLCA: BEPHO, AyMasl, 4TO C HAM 3aBOAAT
rneperoBopbli, — Kak He Tak!.. Mon rpeHagep npuaoxxmncs... bau!.. MUMO, — TOJIbKO 4YTO MOPOX Ha
nosike BCMbIXHY; Ka3buy TONKHyn nowajb, M OHa fdajla CKayoK B CTOpPOHY. OH npuBCTan Ha
CTpeMeHax, KpUKHYJ1 4TO-TO NO-CBOEMY, MPUrpPoO3na Harankom — n 6bi1 Takos.

— Kak Tebe He cTbiAHO! — CKa3an A YaCcoBOMY.
— Bawe BbicOkobnaropoane! ymmpaTb OTMNpaBWICA, — OTBeYas OH, TakKOW MNPOKNATbLIA HapoL,
Cpa3y He ybbellb.

YeTBepTb Yaca cnycTs [evyopuH BepHYACHa C oxoThl; bana bpocmnack eMy Ha We, U HX OOHON
»Kanobbl, HX 0OHOr0 ynpekKa 3a A0/roe OTCYTCTBMUE... [la)ke A y>K Ha Hero paccepaunics.

— lMomunnynte, — roesopun s, — BeAb BOT celyac TyT Obia 3a peykoio Kasbuy, n Mbl Mo HeM
CTpensinu; Hy, LONro I BaM Ha HEro HaTKHYTbCA? DTN ropubl HAPO4 MCTUTEJIbHbIN: Bbl AyMaeTe,
YTO OH He AoraAblBaeTcCs, 4TO Bbl HacTuio nomMmoram AsamaTy? A a 6biocb 06 3aKknag, 4TO HblHYe OH
y3Han bany. 4 3Haw, 4TO roa ToMy Hasad oHa eMy 60/1bHO HpaBuaaCb — OH MHe CaM roBopwuia, —
n ecnn 6 Hagesanca cobpaTb NOPAAOYHbBIN KanbiM, TO, BepHO, 6bl mocBaTancs...

TyT MevyopuH 3apymancs. «la, — oTBeYan oH, — Hafo BbITb OCTOpPOXHee... bana, ¢ HbIHEeLWHero



OHA Tbl HEe Jo/HKHa Bonee XoonTb Ha KPErnoCTHOW Bas».

Beyepom g umen ¢ HUM OJIMHHOEe 0b6bsACHeHMe: MHe BbI10 A0CaAHO, YTO OH NepeMeHUNCs K 3ToN
6enHOM OeBOYKe; KpOMe TOro, YTO OH MOJIOBUHY AHSA MPOBOAMJ Ha O0XoTe, ero obpalieHue cTano
X0N0AHO, Nackall OH ee pefko, U OHa 3aMeTHO Ha4MHajla COXHYTb, JINYMKO €e BbITSHYJOCh,
6onbLme rnasa NoTyckHenn. bbiBano, CNpoCuLLb:

«0 4eM Tbl B340XHYyna, bana? Tbl nevanbHa?» — «HeTl» — «Tebe 4ero-HMbyab xo4eTcA?» —

«HeT!» — «Tbl TOCKYyeWb MO POAHbIM?» — «Y MeHSA HeT poAHbIX». Cny4anocb, Mo UesblM AHAM,
KpoMe «[a» Aa «HeT», OT Hee Hu4Yero 6osiblie He fobbellbcs.
BoT 06 3TOM-TO 9 1 CcTan eMy roeopuTb. «Mocnywante, Makcmum MakCUMbIY, — OTBE€Yasn OH, — Yy
MEHS HeCYacCTHbIN XapakKTep; BOCNUTaHMe M MeHs caesnano TakuMm, 6or nnm Tak MeHs co3pas, He
3Halo; 3Hat TOJIbKO TO, 4YTO €C/IN A NPUYNHOIO HeCHacTuUsa APYyrux, TO U CaM He MeHee Hec4acT/IMB;
pa3symeeTcs, 3TO MM MJ0OX0e yTeweHne — TONIbKO Aefi0 B TOM, YTO 3TO Tak. B nepson mMoen
MOJIOAOCTWN, C TOM MWUHYTHI, KOr4a S BblLEN U3 OMeKU POAHbIX, A CTas HacnakaaTbcsa belweHo
BCEMW YO0OBOJIbCTBMAMMN, KOTOPbIE MOXKHO OOCTaTb 3a AEHbrU, U pa3yMeeTcCs, yOOBONbLCTBUA 3TU
MHe onpoTusenun. NoToMm NycTusca 9 B BONbLUOK CBET, U CKOPO 06WECTBO MHE Tak>Xe HaLo0eno;
BOONANCA B CBETCKUX KpacaBuu u bbbt nwobum, — HO mx NtoboBb TONLKO pa3gpakasia Moe
BoobpakeHne n camonobure, a cepaue oCTanoCb NyCTO... 1 CTan YNTaTb, YYNTbCA — HAYKU TakXKe
Hafoenn; 1 BUAeN, 4To HXU CNaBa, HN CHAaCTbe OT HUX HEe 3aBUCAT HUCKOJIbKO, MOTOMY YTO CaMble
cyacTAuMBble NIOAN — HEeBeXAbl, a cjlaBa — ydada, n 4106 nobmuTbCcs ee, HafoO TOJIbKO ObITb
NoBKUM. Torga MHe cTaJio CKy4HO... BCckope nepesenn MeHA Ha KaBKa3: 3TO CcaMoe cYyacTJimeBoe
BpEMSA MOEN XU3HU. A HaJesasNCcs, YTO CKyKa He XKMBEeT MOo4 YEeYEHCKUMU MynsaMu — HarnpacHo:
yepes MecAL A Tak MPUBbIK K X XYXKaHUIO 1 K 6M30CTN cMepTun, 4TO, NnpaBo, obpawan 6onblue
BHMMaHMe Ha KOMapoB, — W MHEe CTaJi0 CKy4YHee MpeXxHero, noToMy 4TO S MNOTEepss MNoYTU
nocnefHioo Hagexay. Korga s ysugen bany B cBoeM AoMe, KOrga B NepBbll pas, Aep)Ka ee Ha
KOJIEHAX, LefloBasl ee YepHble JIOKOHbI, f, raynel, nogyMmas, 4TO OHa aHres, NOCAaHHbIA MHe
cocTpagaTtenbHon cyabbot... 9 onatb owwmnbca: nwboBb AMKAPKU HEMHOrMM ny4we nobsun
3HaTHOW BGapblHW; HEBEXECTBO M MPOCTOCEpAEeYMe OOHOW TakK »Xe HajoenaloT, KaK M KOKeTCTBO
apyron. Ecnm Bbl xoTuTe, s ee ewe nwobnawo, 9 en bnarogapeH 3a HECKOJIbKO MUHYT [OBOJIbHO
CNnajKux, a1 3a Hee 0TAaM XU3Hb, — TOJIbKO MHE C Helo CKY4YHO... [yney 9 unuv 3104en, He 3Halo;
HO TO BEPHO, YTO A TakXXe O4eHb AOCTOUH COXXaneHus, MoxXXeT bbiTb BoNnbLie, HeXXenn oHa: BO MHe
Aylwa mcnopyeHa ceeToM, BoobpakeHue 6ecrnokomHoe, cepiLe HeHacblITHOe; MHe BCe MaJso: K
neyvyanm A TakK XXe JIerko NpuBbIKalo, Kak K HaC/laXAeHUto, U XXN3Hb MOS CTaHOBUTCS NycTee AeHb
OTO [HSA; MHe O0CTaJsoCcb OAHO CpeAcTBO: MyTewecTBoBaTb. Kak Tonbko 6yaeT MOXHO,
OTNpaBalOCb — TOJIbKO He B EBpony, nsbasu 6oxxe! — noeny B AMepuky, B Apasuio, B Hauto, —
aBOCb rae-HMbyab ympy Ha pgopore! Mo KpaHeln Mepe A yBepeH, 4TO 3TO nocsefHee yTeleHune
HE CKOPO UCTOLIMTCA, C NoMoLbio Bypb M AypHbIX Aopor». Tak OH FOBOPWI [OAro, U ero CsoBa
Bpe3asMcb Yy MeHs B NaMATW, MOTOMY 4YTO B MepBblM pa3 S Chblwajs Takue Bewmn OT
ABajuaTUNATUNETHEro 4enoBeka, u, bor pact, B nocnegHuin... Yto 3a ameo! CKaxkmTe-ka,
noXkanyncrta, — npoaosikan wrabc-kanuTaH, obpallascb KO MHe, — Bbl BOT, Ka>keTcs, bbiBanu B
CTONMuUe, N HeAABHO: HEeY)XeNn TaMOLIHasA MON04eXb BCS TakoBa?

A oTBeYaNn, 4TO MHOro ecTb JiloAEN, FOBOPSALLUMX TO XKe caMoe; YTO eCTb, BEpPOSiTHO, N TaKue,
KOTOpble rOBOPAT MpasAy; 4TO, BMPOYeM, pa3oyapoBaHMe, Kak BCe MOAbl, Ha4yaB C BbICLLUNX CJ/I0EB
obuiecTBa, CNYCTUIOCh K HMU3LWMKM, KOTOPbIE ero AOHALIMBAKOT, U YTO HblHYe Te, KoTopble BbonbLue
BCEX M B CAaMOM [efie CKy4aloT, CTapaloTCa CKPbITb 3TO HeCYacTbe, Kak Nopok. LLTabc-kanuTaH He
MOHAN 3TUX TOHKOCTEWN, NOKa4asa rosioBoo N ynblIbHYyNCSA NyKaBo:

— A BCe, 4an, ppaHLy3bl BBEN MOAY CKyYaTb?



— HeT, AHrnn4yaHe.

— A-ra, BOT 4yTO!.. — OTB€YaN OH, — Aa BeAb OHM BCeraa Obin OTbAB/IEHHbIE NbAHULbI!
9 HeBOJ/IbHO BCMNOMHMA 06 0QHON MOCKOBCKOWM GapbiHe, KOTopas yTBep)kaasa, 4To banpoH 6bin
0osibllle HUYEro, Kak MbAHULA. BripoyeM, 3aMeyvaHune wtabc-nakntaHa 6bIJI0 N3BUHUTESBHEE:

4106 BO34EP)KMBATbLCS OT BMHA, OH, KOHEYHO, CTapasics yBepsATb cebs, 4TO BCe B MMpe HecHacTus
MPONCXoaaT OT MNbAHCTBA.

MexxOy TeM OH NpPOA0JIXKajl CBOM paccKa3 Takmum obpa3om:

— Ka3buny He ABNancs cHoBa. TO/IbKO He 3Hato NoYeMy, A He MOor BbIOMTb U3 rON0BbI MbIC/b, YTO OH
HeJapoM npuesykasn n 3aTeBaeT YTO-HMbyab xXynoe.

BoT pa3 yrosapuBaeT MeHs [1e4opuH exaTb C HUM Ha KabaHa; 9 LO/r0 OTHEKMBAJICA: HY, 4TO
MHe OblNl1 3@ AMKOBMHKa KabaH! OgHako »X yTallua-Taknm OoH MeHsa ¢ coboi. Mbl B3s/M 4enoBek
NATb CONAAT M yexanu paHo yTpoM. o AeCATU 4acOB LWHbLIPAAN MO KaMbllaM M No fecy, — HeT
3Beps. «3N, He BOPOTUTLCA IN? — FOBOPUN S, — K 4eMy ynpsaMuTbCca? YK, BUOHO, TaKOW 3agancs
HEeCYaCTHbIA AeHb!» Tonbko Mpuropuin AnekcaHapoBMY, HECMOTPSA Ha 3HOM N YCTaNOCTb, HE XOoTen
BOpoTUTLCA 6e3 fobbium, TakKoB y>XK OblN YenoBeK: 4YTO 3aAyMaeT, nofgaBan; BUOAHO, B oeTcTee 6bia
MaMeHbkoln n3banosaH... HakoHel B NoAAEHb OTbICKAAW NPOKAATOro kKabaHa: nad! nag!... He TyT-
TO OblN10: ywen B KaMbIWW... TaKON yX 6bll HecHacTHbIW AeHb! BOT Mbl, OTOOXHYB MafleHbKO,
OTNPaBUINCL LOMOWN.

Mbl exann psa4oM, Mofida, pacnyCcTuUB MoBOAbS, U BbIIM y>XK MOYTU Y CaMOM KPEenocTu: TONbKO
KYCTapHUK 3aKpbiBaJsl ee OT Hac. Bapyr BbicTpen... Mbl B3rAaHyAu Apyr Ha Apyra: Hac rnopaswuso
oOVHakKoBoe nogo3peHune... ONpoMeTbIo MOCKaKasn Mbl Ha BbICTPesl — CMOTPMM: Ha Bajly CcondaThl
cobpanncb B Ky4y 1 yKasbiBaloT B NoJsie, a TaM NeTUT CTPEMIIaB BCAAHUK U OAEPXUT 4TO-To 6enoe
Ha cepne. Mpuropunm AneKCaHApoOBUY B3BU3THYJ1 HE XyXXe Ntob0oro YeyeHua; py>Xbe U3 4yexsaa — u
TyAa; A 3a HUM.

K cyacTbto, N0 NpUYMHE HEYAA4YHOM OXOTbl, HAWM KOHW HEe BblIn M3MYyYeHbl: OHM PBaJINCb U3-N04
cefnla, U C KaXkablIM MFHOBEHMEM Mbl Oblnn BCce Bamxe n 6amxke... N HakoHel 9 y3Han Ka3buya,
TONIbKO He Mor pa3obpaTb, 4YTO Takoe OH pAep)xan nepen cobotw. A Torga nNOpaBHANCA C
Me4yopuHbIM 1 KpUdy emy: «3T0 Kasbuy!l.. «OH mMocMOTpen Ha MEHS, KUBHYN rOJIOBOIO U ygapwun
KOHS NJEeTblo.

BoT HakoHeu Mbl OblIM y)X OT HEro Ha PYy>XenHbl BbICTpen; mimydeHa num 6oina y Kaszbuya

fowajb UK Xy>Xe Halnx, TOJIbKO, HECMOTPSA Ha BCe ero CTapaHus, oHa He 6oNbHO NoAdaBanach
Bnepea. 9 aymato, B 3Ty MUHYTY OH BCMOMHW cBOero Kaparesa...
CmoTpto: levyopuH Ha CKakKy MNpPUIOKWUICS W3 pyXbs... «He cTpenamte! — Kpuyy a9 emy, —
bepernTte 3aps4; Mbl U Tak ero AOrOHMM». Y)K 3Ta MoJslogexXb! BEYHO HEKCTaTu ropadmTcs... Ho
BbICTPEN pa3fancsa, u nyna nepebuna 3agHIOK HOry Jfowagu: OHa cropsya chenana euwe
NPbIXKKOB AECATb, CMOTKHYACb U ynana Ha KoneHu; Kasbuy cockoymn, n Toraa Mbl yBUOenu, 4To
OH JepXXasl Ha pyKaxX CBOUX XXEHLUMHY, OKYyTaHHY0 4aapot... 9To bbina bana... begHada bana! OH
4YTO-TO HaM 3aKpu4asa MNO-CBOEMY UM 3aHeC HaA Hew KuHXKanl... Mepnmtb 6bl10 Heyero: 1
BbICTPENW, B CBOIO o4epenb, Haydady; BepHO, MyJss rnornasa eMy B Mnse4o, NOTOMY 4TO BAPYr OH
onycTun pyky... Korga obiM paccesncs, Ha 3emMJie fiexkasa paHeHasa nowab 1 Bo3se Hee bana; a
Ka3buy, 6pocnB py>Xbe, Mo KyCTapHMUKaM, TOYHO KOLLKa, Kapabkancsa Ha yTec; XO0TenoCb MHe ero
CHATb OTTyda — da He OblNo 3apsfga rotoBoro! Mbl COCKOYMAM C AOWaden U KMHyAucb K bane.
BenHs)XKa, OHa Jie)xajla HEMOABUXXHO, U KPOBb JINJlaCb U3 PaHbl PyYbsMU... TaKoM 3/104€M; XOTb
Obl B cepaue yoapua — Hy, Tak yXX 1 6biTb, 0OAHUM pa3oM BCe Obl KOHYMU, @ TO B CMUHY... CaMbIi
pa3borHn4nn yoap! OHa 6bina 6e€3 namaTn. Mbl n3opBasan Yagpy v nNepeBs3anm paHy Kak MOXHO
Ty>Ke; HarnpacHo Ne4vyopuH LenoBan ee Xosao04Hble rybbl — HUYTO HE MOrJ1I0 NpmMBecTu ee B cebs.



MNe4yopuH cen BepxoM; A NMOAHAN ee C 3eMJIN N Koe-KaK rnocagusi K Hemy Ha cenJsio; oH obxsaTtun
ee pykou, W Mbl noexanu Hasag. Nocne HECKONIbKUX MWUHYT Mon4YaHua [puropun
AnekcaHApoOBMY cKa3zan MHe: «[locnywanTte, MakcuMm MakcCMMbIY, Mbl 3TakK ee He [JoBe3eM
XunByto». — «lMpaBgal» — ckaszan g, n Mbl NYCTUAN Nowagen Bo BeCb Ayx. Hac y BOpoT KpenocTun
oXunpana ToJiNa Hapoda; OCTOPOXHO MNepeHecsn Mbl paHeHyk K [le4opuHy M nocnann 3a
nekapeM. OH Obl1 XOTHA NbSAH, HO MPULLIEN: OCMOTPEN paHy U 06bABMA, 4TO OHa BoNbLle OHA XUTb
He MOXXeT; TOJIbKO OH owwnbes...

— Bbi3popoBena? — cnpocun s y wTabc-kanuTaHa, CxXBaTMB €ro 3a pPyKYy W HEBOJILHO
0bpanoBaBLUNCH.

— HeT, — oTBeYvan oH, — a owmnbcs nekapb TEM, 4TO OHa eLlle ABa AHSA NMPOXXWna.

— [a o6bscHUTe MHe, KaknuM obpa3om ee noxntua Kaszbuny?

— A BOT Kak: HeCcMOTpsA Ha 3anpelweHue lle4yopuHa, OHa BbilWJla U3 KPenocTu K pedke. bblno,
3HaeTe, 04YeHb XXAapKO; OHa cesfla Ha KaMeHb 1 onycTuia Horm B Boay. BoT Kasbuy nogkpancsa, —
Lan-uapan ee, 3a)Kaa poT M NOTalWA B KYCThbl, @ TaM BCKOYU Ha KOHSA, Aa n Tary! OHa mexay
TeM ycrnena 3akpmyaTb, YacOBble BCMOJIOWWNINCD, BICTPENANAN, Aa MUMO, @ Mbl TYT 1 NOA0CMENN.
— [a 3a4yem Ka3bun4 ee xoTen yBestun?

— MomMunynTe, gAa 3TU 4YepKecCbl N3BECTHbLIN BOPOBCKOW HAPOA: YTO MJIOXO JIEXMUT, HE MOryT He
CTSAHYTb; APYroe N He HY)XHO, a BCE yKpaAeT... y>)K B 3TOM MpoLly MUX U3BUHUTL! [la NpuTOM OHa
eMy [aBHO-Taku HpaBuach.

— W bana ymepna?

— YMepna; TO/IbKO J0r0 My4mnaach, U Mbl YK C HEKO N3MYYUAUCb NopsaakoM. OKOI0 AecAaTu 4YacoB
Beyepa OHa npuwna B cebsa; Mbl cuaenn y nocTenu; TONbKO 4TO OHa OTKpbla rsasa, Havana
3BaTb [levyopuHa. — «4 3pecb, nogne Tebs, Mos A)KaHeyka (To eCcTb, No-HaWeMy, AyLeHbKa)», —
OTBeYasl OH, B34B ee 3a PYKYy. «A yMmpy!» — cKa3asna oHa. Mbl Ha4yann ee yTelwaTb, TOBOPUJIN, YTO
nekapb obelwan ee BblIeYNTb HEMPEMEHHO; OHa NOKa4vasia roJloBoM N OTBEPHYJ/lACb K CTEHE: el He
XOTeNoCb ymumpaTb!..

Houyblo oHa Hayvana 6penunTb; rosoBa ee ropena, No Bcemy Teny uHorga npoberana OpoXb
JInxopajKu; oHa roeopusa HecBsidHble peyn ob oTue, bpaTe: e XO0TeNnocCb B ropbl, AOMOW... [NOTOM
OHa Tak>Xe rosopuna o lMe4yopuHe, faBasia eMy pa3Hble HEXHble Ha3BaHUSA WA ynpekana ero B
TOM, 4TO OH pa3ntobuna CBOK OXKAHEUKY...

OH cnywan ee MOf4a, OMyCTUB FOJIOBY Ha PYKW; HO TOJIbKO S BO BCE BpPeEMS HE 3aMeTWUN HU
OOHOW Cne3bl Ha pecHuuax ero: B CaMOM N Aefie OH He MOr nJjakaTb, Wan Bnagen cobowo — He
3Halo0; YTO 40 MEHS, TO A HUYEro »aJibye 3TOro He BuAabiBal.

K yTpy 6pen npowen; ¢ 4ac OHa JsieXkala HenoABW>XHasA, bnegHasa, n B Takon cnabocTtu, 4To enBa
MOXXHO ObI/I0 3aMeTUTb, YTO OHa AbIWNT; MOTOM el CTasno syylle, U OHa Havyasla TOBOPUTb, TOJIbKO
KakK Bbl AyMaeTe 0O 4eM?.. DTakaa MbIC/lb MpuaeT Bedb TONbKO ymupatowemy!.. Hadvana
ne4vyanmTbCa O TOM, YTO OHa He XPUCTUaHKa, U 4TO Ha TOM CBeTe Aylla ee HUKOrga He BCTPeTUTCs
C oywoto Mpuropma AnekcaHApoBMYa, U YTO MHaAs XeHwwuHa ObygeT B pato ero noapyrom. Mue
NPULLIO Ha MbIC/Ib OKPEeCTUTb ee nepen CMepTUlo; A el 3TO NpenJsioXKua, OHa MocMoTpesia Ha
MEHS B HEPELUIMMOCTN U OOJr0 He MOrja C/loBa BbIMOJIBUTb; HaKOHEL, OTBeYasa, 4TO OHa yMpeT B
TOWN Bepe, B KaKoW poaunacb. Tak npowesn uenbii geHb. Kak oHa nepemeHunacb B 3TOT AeHb!
bnepgHble WeKn Bnanau, rnasa caenanncb 6onbwmne, rybol ropenn. OHa 4yBCTBOBasia BHYTPEHHUN
Xap, Kak byaTo B rpyan y HelM fiexkasla packajJleHHoe Xeneso.

HacTana gpyras HOYb; Mbl HE CMbIKaAW rnas, He OTXoAuAn oT ee noctenn. OHa y>KacHo
My4unnacb, CTOHana, U TONbKO 4TO 60/b HayMHanNa yTuxaTb, OHa CTapanacb yBepuTb [puropus
AnekcaHgpoBu4ya, 4TO €Ml Jny4ywe, yropapvsasa €ro WATW cnaTb, LeJsioBasa €ero pyky, He



BblNyCKasia ee n3 ceoux. lNepen yTpom cTasna OHa 4YyBCTBOBaTb TOCKY CMepTu, Havasia MeTaTbCH,
cbuna nepeBA3Ky, N KPOBb MOTekKla CHOBa. Korga nepess3any paHy, OHa Ha MUHYTY yCrnoKouiach
W Ha4vana npocuTb levyopuHa, 4106 OH ee nouenoBan. OH CTan Ha KOJIEHU BO3Jle KpPOBaTW,
NPUNOAHSAN €e rosIoBy C MOAYLWKM N npuKana cBou rybol K ee xonogewwmm rybam; oHa Kpenko
obBuMna ero wew Jpoxawumu pykamm, 6yaTto B 3TOM noueslye XoTesa nepefaTb €My CBOMO
ayuwy... HeT, oHa Xxopowo caenana, 4To ymepna: Hy, 4To 6bl ¢ Hen cTanocb, ecnu 6 puropun
AnekcaHApoBuY ee NOKNHyN? A 3To 6bl CAYYNSIOCh, PaHO WU NO34HO...

MonoBuHy cnefyrowero AHSA OHa Oblfla TuUxa, MONYanamBa M MNOC/YLUHA, KaK HU My4Yus ee Hall
NleKapb NpuvnapkaMmn n MUKCTYpon. «FNoMunynTe, — roBopus s eMy, — BeAb Bbl CaMn CKa3aun, 4To
OHa yMpeT HenpeMeHHO, TakK 3a4eM TyT BCe Ballu npenapaTtbli?» — «Bce-Taku nydwe, Makcum
MakcuMbl4, — oTBEYan OH, — 4T0b coBecTb Oblla MOKOMHa». XopoLla COBECTb!

Mocne nonygHa OHa Havyana TOMUTLCA Xa)KAoW. Mbl OTBOPWIM OKHa — HO Ha ABope 6biSo
)Kap4e, 4eM B KOMHaTe; NoCTaBWU/IN NibAy OKOJI0O KPOBaTW — HMUYero He Nomorano. § 3Han, 4To 3Ta
HEBbIHOCUMaA XaxKAa — NPU3HaK NpUbAMXeHns KoHua, U cka3an 3To MNevopuHy. «Boabl, Boabl!..»
— roBopwusia oHa XpPUMJabIM rosI0CoM, NPUMNOAHSABLLUNCH C MOCTENN.

OH cpenancsa 6nefgeH Kak MOJIOTHO, CXBaTW/l CTakKaH, Hanaua v nogasn en. A 3akpbla rnaasa
pyKaMu n CTan 4ntaTb MOJIMTBY, HE MOMHIO Kakyto... [la, 6aTiowkKa, BMAanA 9 MHOrO, Kak Joaun
YyMUpPAOT B rownuTansax M Ha MNoJsie Cpa)KeHus, TOJIbKO 3TO BCe He To, coBcem He To!.. Ewe,
NPU3HaTbCA, MEHA BOT YTO MeyvyanuT: OHa nepej CMepTbl HU pa3y He BCMOMHWIa obo MHe; a
KaxkeTcs, 9 ee nobun Kak oTeu... Hy Aa 6or ee npocTuT!.. N BNpaBay MOJMBUTb: YTO X A Takoe,
4106 060 MHE BCMOMUHaTbL Nepen CMepTbio?

TONbKO 4TO OHa WUCMWa BOAbl, KaK €M CTaslo Jlerye, a MUHYTbl 4Yepe3 TpU OHa CKOHYanach.
Mpunoxunu 3epkano K rybam — rnagko!.. 9 sbiBen lNe4yopmHa BOH U3 KOMHATbl, U Mbl NOLWWAN Ha
KPenoCTHOM BaJ; A0JIr0 Mbl XOOWUN B3aA W Bnepen psnoM, He rOBOPS HWU CNOBa, 3arHYB PYKU Ha
CMWHY; ero MU0 HUYero He Bblpa>kasio 0cObeHHOro, U MHe CTasno AOCafHo: A 6bl Ha ero mecTte
yMep C rops. HakoHew, OH cen Ha 3eMJto, B TEHW, U Havasl 4TO-TO YEpPTUTb NaJZI0YKOM Ha necke. 4,
3HaeTe, 6onblie ONA NPUANYMA XOTen YTeWWUTb ero, Hayall roBOPWUTb;, OH MOAHAA FOJIOBY WU
3acMesncs... Y MeHs Mopo3 npoberxkan No Koxe OT 3TOro cMmexa... 9 nowen 3akasbiBaTb rpob.

Mpu3HaTbCA, A YacTUO A7 pa3BieYyeHUs 3aHANCA 3TUM. Y MeHs Bbll KyCOK TepManamsbl, 9 0bun
el rpob wmn ykKpacun ero Yepkecckmmm cepebpsHbIMM  rasyHamu, KoTopbix [puropun
AnekcaHApoBMY HaKynua ONsa Hee xe.

Ha opyron neHb paHO yTPOM Mbl €e MOXOPOHW/IN 3@ KPEernocTblo, Y PEYKN, BO3sle TOro MecTa, rae
OHa B MOCNegHMN pa3 cupena; Kpyrom ee MOrufku Tenepb pa3pocncb KyCTbl Benon akaumm m
Oy3mHbl. A xoTen ObINO MNOCTaBUTb KpPecT, [da, 3HaeTe, HeJIOBKO: BCe-TakM OHa Oblna He
XPUCTUAHKA...

— A yT0 lNMevyopnH? — cnpocun 1.

— Me4opuH 6bIT ponro HesgopoB, ucxydan, 6efHsXKa; TOJIBKO HUKOrga C 3TUX MNOp Mbl He
rosopunn o bane: a Bugen, 4To emy bynet HeNnpuATHO, Tak 3a4eM xe? Mecsua Tpu CNycTs ero
Ha3Ha4YMIn B e...1 NOJIK, U OH yexan B ['py3uto. Mbl C TeX NOp He BCTpeYasnCb, Aa NOMHUTCSH, KTO-
TO HeJaBHO MHe roBOpWJ, YTO OH BO3BpPaTWUACA B Poccuio, HO B NpurKasax no Kopnycy He 6biso.
Bnpo4eM, oo Hawero 6paTa BeCTU NO3AHO AOXOAAT.

TyT OH NyCTWUACA B OJIMHHYIKO AUCCepTaumio O TOM, Kak HEeNpuATHO y3HaBaTb HOBOCTU rogoM
Nno3>xe — BepOsATHO, 411 TOro, 4106 3arnywmnTb nevyasbHble BOCMOMUHAHNA.

A He nepebuBan ero n He caywan.

Yepes 4ac dABMNACb BO3MOXHOCTb e€xaTb;, MeTeNb yTuxaa, Hebo NpoACHMNOCb, WU Mbl
oTnpaBuINCb. [loporon HEBOJILHO A ONATbL 3aBes peyb 0 bane u o MNevyopuHe.



— A He cnbIXanwu nn Bbl, 4TO caenanock ¢ Kasbunvyem? — cnpocun 1.

— C Kazbuyem? A, npaBo, He 3Hato... CablWwan g, 4TO Ha NMpaBoM (hflaHre y WancyroB eCTb Kakou-
To Kasbu4, ypaney, KOTOpbIM B KpacHOM 6ewMeTe pas3bes3kaeT LWa)KKOM o4 HalunMn
BbICTPENaMUN 1 MPEBEX/IMBO PaCK/aHMBAETCS, KOrga Nyns nNpoxXyxokut 61m3ko; ga Bpag nv 3710
TOT cambin!..

B Kobu Mbl paccTanancb ¢ MakCMMoM MaKCUMbIYEM; S Moexasl Ha NOYTOBbIX, @ OH, MO NMPUYNHEe
TSAXKENON MOKJaXkn, He MOr 3a MHOW cniefoBaTb. Mbl He HagesNucb HUKorga 6osnee BCTPETUTHLCH,
OLHaKO BCTPETUINUCHL, N, €C/IN XOTUTE, A pacCcKaxXy: 3To uenasa uctopus... CosHanTecb, 04HAKO X,
4yTo Makcum MaKCuMbl4 4YenoBeK AOCTOWHBbIA yBa)KeHUA?.. ECin Bbl CO3HaeTeCcb B 3TOM, TO 4
BriosiHe 6yay BO3Harpa>k4eH 3a CBOW, MOXKET BbITb, CIMWIKOM AJIMHHbBIN paccKas.

lEpmonose. (MpuM. JlepMoHTOBa.)

2nnoxo (TOpK.)

3Xopolua, o4eHb xopolua! (Topk.)

4HeT (TIOPK.)

9 npolly MPOLEHNs y YnuTaTenel B TOM, 4TO MepesioXnn B CTUxu necHio Kasbuya, nepenaHHyto
MHe, pa3yMeeTCs, NPOo30M; HO NpuBbIYKa — BTOpas HaTypa. (Mpum. JlepMoHTOBA.)

5KyHak 3HaunT — npusaTens. (MpuM. JlepMoHTOBa.)

’oparu. (Mpum. JlepMoHTOBa.)



Il MakcnMm MaKcnMbIY

PaccTtaBwunce ¢ MakcumoM MakcuMblHeM, S XXUBO MpOCKakas Tepekckoe u [JapbssibCcKoe
yuienbs, 3aBTpakan B Kasbeke, 4yanm nun B Jlapce, a K y>XuHy nocren B BnagbikaBka3s. M36aBnio
BaC OT ONMUCaHWA rop, OT BO3rJlacoB, KOTOPbIE HUYEro He Bblpa)>kaloT, OT KapTWH, KOTOPble HNYero
He n3obpakaloT, ocobeHHO ANna Tex, KoTopble TaM He 6bIIn, N OT CTAaTUCTUYECKUX 3aMeyaHuR,
KOTOpble PELINTENIbHO HUKTO YNTaTb HE CTaHeT.

1 OCTaHOBWUACA B rOCTUHULE, rOe OCTaHABMBAOTCS BCE MPOE3XNE N rae Mexay TEM HeKoMY

BesleTb 3a)KapuTb paszaHa M CBapuTb wWen, nbo Tpu WHBaNMAA, KOTOPbIM OHa Mnopy4yeHa, Tak
FAynbl MW Tak NbSHbI, YTO OT HUX HUKAKOrO TOJIKa Hesnb3a A00uTbCS.
MHe 06baABMAK, 4TO A OO0JIKEH MPOXUTb TyT euwe Tpu AHA, nbo «okasma» n3 EKkaTepuHorpapgna
elule He npuwna u, cnenoBaTesibHO, OTNPaBAATbCA 0bpaTHO He MoXeT. YTo 3a okasusal.. Ho
AypHOM Kanambyp He yTeweHue AN PYCCKOro 4esioBeka, W €, ONA pa3BiedvyeHus B3Aymal
3anncbiBaTb paccka3 Makcnma Makcmmblda 0 bane, He Boobparkas, 4To OH ByaeT nepBbiM 3BEHOM
OJIMHHOM Uuenu noBecTeW; BUAWUTE, KaK WHOrga MaJloBaXKHbI CJlyd4an WUMeeT >KeCToKue
nocnencteusal.. A Bbl, MOXeT bbITb, HE 3HaeTe, YTO TaKoe «OKa3na»? ITO NPUKPbITUE, COCTOosALLEee
N3 NoNPOTbl MEXOTbl N MYLKW, C KOTOpbIMK XoOsaT 0603bl 4Yepe3 Kabapay n3 BnagblkaBkasa B
EkaTepuHorpaga.

MepBbI OeHb 51 MPOBEN 0OYEHb CKYYHO; Ha OPYron paHO YTPOM BbE3XKAET Ha ABOpP MOBO3Ka... Al
Makcnm Makcumbly!l.. Mbl BCTPETUIUCE KaK CTapble npuaTenn. 1 npefnoXxusa eMmy CBOKO KOMHaTYy.
OH He uepeMOoHWCSH, fAake yAapuil MeHs Mo njedy um CKPUBWUJ POT Ha MaHep ynbibku. Takon
yypak!..

MakcuMm Makcumbly nmen rnybokue cBefeHUs B MOBApPeHHOM WCKYCCTBE: OH YAUBUTESIbHO
XOPOLUO 3a>kapun hasaHa, y4ayHO MoJInJ ero orype4vHblM paccosioM, U A A0JIKEH MPU3HATbCA, Y4TO
6e3 Hero Npuwnock Bbl OCTaTbCA Ha CyX0aAeHUN. ByTbhiIKa KaXeTUHCKOro NoMorsa HaM 3abbiTb O
CKPOMHOM 4ucne 6at04, KOTopbixX 6bI10 BCEro 04HO, U, 3aKypuB TPYOKN, Mbl yCENNCH: A Y OKHAa, OH
y 3aTOMJIEHHOW MeYyu, MOTOMY 4YTO AeHb 6bla Cbipo 1 Xono4HbIN. Mbl Mon4ann. O6 4yem ObiNO Ham
roeopuTb?.. OH y>X paccka3as MHe 06 cebe BCe, 4TO 6bIIO 3aHMMATENIbHOIO, @ MHe BbII0 HeYero
pacckasbiBaTb. 51 CMOTpesn B OKHO. MHOXeCTBO HU3EHbKUX OOMUKOB, pa3bpocaHHbix no bepery
Tepeka, KoTopbI pa3beraeTca BCe wWuMpe N WMpe, MeNbKaan n3-3a AepeB, a Aasiblue CUHENNCh
3yb4aTolo CTEeHON ropbl, U3-3a HMX BbirnagbiBasn Kasbek B ceoen 6enon KapamHaabCKOn wanke. A
C HAMW MbICJIEHHO MPOLLAACA: MHE CTaNo NX XKaJKo...

Tak cupenn mbl gonro. CosHUe NpATanoCb 3@ XOJIOAHblE BepluHbl, U GenoBaTbil TyMaH
Ha4YMHanN pacxoauTbCa B AOJIMHAX, KOrga Ha yauue pa3fasicid 3BOH AOPOXKHOIMO KOJIOKOJSIbYMKA U
KPMK M3BO34MKOB. HECKOIbKO MOBO30K C rPSAI3HbIMM apMAHaMW Bbexaso Ha ABOP FOCTUHULbI M 3a
HUMKW NyCTas OOPOXXHAA KONACKA; ee Nerkmm xon, yaobHoe yCTPONCTBO U LLErosibCKON BUA UMEeNun
KaKOW-TO 3arpaHWYHbIA OTMe4YaToK. 3a Hek wen 4yenoBek ¢ 6onbwmMm ycamu, B BeEHrepke,
[O0BOJIbHO XOPOLUO OAEeTbI ANA Nakes; B ero 3BaHWM Henb3s 6bino ownbntbcs, BUAS yXapCKyto
3aMallKy, C KOTOPOM OH BbITPAXMBa 30y U3 TPyOKM U NOKpUKMBaNI Ha aMmwmnka. OH 6bla ABHO
6asioBaHHbIN cnyra feHnBoro 6apruHa — HEYTO Bpoae pycckoro durapo.

— Ckaxu, nobesHbln, — 3aKpnyan 9 eMy B OKHO, — 4TO 3TO — OKa3nsa npuwnia, 4T1o nn?
OH nocMoTpen A[OBOJILHO AEep3KOo, MNOMpaBuil rajcTyK W OTBEPHYJICS; Wenwnn nogse Hero



apMsHWH, ynblbasacb, oTBeYan 3a Hero, 4TO TOYHO MNpuLIa OKa3na MU 3aBTpa YTPOM OTNpPaBuUTCSA
obpaTHoO.
— CnaBa bory! — cka3an MakcnMm MaKcuMbIY, MogoLwelnini K OKHY B 3TO BpeMs. — DKasd YyaHas
konsicka! — npubaBun OH, — BEPHO KaKOM-HMOYAb YMHOBHUK efneT Ha CcrnefcTtevme B Tudauc.
BugHo, He 3HaeT Hawwux ropok! HeT, wyTuwb, nobe3HbIN: OHKU He CBOW BpaT, pacTpsACyT XOTb
AHI IMNCKyto!
— A KTO 6bl 3TO Takoe bbl1 — NonageMTe-Ka y3HaTb...
Mbl BbILLAN B KOPMAOP. B KoHUe Kopuaopa bbina oTBopeHa ABepb B 60KOBYIO KOMHaTY. Jlaken ¢
N3BO34YMKOM MepeTackmBasn B Hee 4YeMogaHbl.
— MNocnywan, 6bpaTtel, — cnpocun y Hero wTtabc-kannTaH, — 4bsA 3Ta YydeCHas Kosdcka?.. a?..
MpekpacHaa konsickal.. — Jlaken, He obopadmBascb, 6opmoTan 4TO-TO Mpo cebs, pa3BsA3bIBaAA
yemodaH. MakcnMm MakcuMbIY paccepanscs; OH TPOHY/ HeyYTMBLA NO nnaedvy u ckasan: — 4 Tebe
roBopto, Ntobe3HbIN...
— Yb4a KOMIACKA?... MOEero rocnogvHa...
— A KTO TBOW rocrnoauH?
— [evyopwuH...
— Y10 ThI? 4YTO TbI? [ledopuH?.. Ax, boxe mMou!.. ga He cAyXun M oH Ha KaBkase?.. —
BOCKJINKHYJ1 MakcM MaKCuMbIY, OepHYB MEHS 3a pyKaB. Y Hero B rnasax cBepkasa pagocCTb.
— Cny>wun, KaxxeTcs, — Aa 9y HUX HeaBHo.
— Hy Tak!.. Tak!.. F'puropun AnekcaHapoBuy?.. Tak Beab ero 30ByT?.. Mbl ¢ TBOUM BapnHOM Bblan
npuatenu, — npubaBun OH, ydapuB [PYXKECKW MO rMJjevy Jakesd, TaK 4YTO 3acTaBuil ero
MoWaTHYTbCS...
— Mo3BoNbTE, Cydapb, Bbl MHE MellaeTe, — CKa3ajl TOT, HAaXMYpPUBLLWUCH.
— 2kown Tbl, 6bpaTeu!.. a 3Haewb An? Mbl C TBOUM BapuHOM Bbln APYy3bs 3aKadblYHbIE, XWUAN
BMecTe... [la rge >Xe OH caM ocTtanca?..
Cnyra o6bsBuA, 410 NEe4opuH oCTancsa y>KMHaTb U HOYEBATb Y MOJIKOBHMKA H...
— [a He 3aMpeT M OH BeYepoMm crofa? — ckaszan Makcum MakcuMmbl4, — UAN Tbl, N06E3HbINA, He
nonpelwb N K HEMY 3a YeM-HUbyab?.. Konn nonjelb, Tak CKaXku, 4To 30ecb MakcuMm MakcuMmblY;
TaK N CKaXXWU... YXX OH 3HaeT... 1 Tebe naM BOCbMUTPUBEHHbIN Ha BOOKY...

Nlaken cpenan npe3puTenbHY MUHY, Chbllla Takoe CKpoMHoe obelwaHue, ofHaKo yBepwui
Makcuma MakcumbIYa, YTO OH UCMOJIHUT ero Nopy4vyeHue.
— Benb cenyvac npunbexut!.. — ckasan MHe MakKcuM MaKCUMbIY C TOPXXECTBYHOLIMM BUOOM, —
rnonay 3a BOpoTa ero AoxmnaaTbCs... X! )Kasiko, 4TOo 5 He 3HakoM C H...

MakcmMm MaKCuMbIY Cesl 3a BOPOTaMM Ha CKaMeuKy, a 9 yuwes B CBOKO KOMHaTy. lMpu3HaTbhCs, 4
TakXXe C HEeKOTOpbIM HeTeprneHueMm >XAan nosBneHmsa 3Toro [llevyopuHa; no pacckasy wTabc-
KanuTaHa, A cocTaBun cebe 0 HEM He 04eHb BbIFrOAHOE MOHATUE, 0QHAKO HEKOTOpPbIE YepThbl B €ro
XapakKTepe rnokasajncb MHe 3aMeyvaTesibHbIMU. Yepe3 4yac MHBaAUG NMpuHeC KUMSAWMn camosap n
YaMHUK.

— Makcum MakcuMblY, He XOTUTE JIN Yalo? — 3akpuyaa g eMy B OKHO.
— bnaropapcTBynTe; YTO-TO HE XO4eTCH.
— 31, BbinenTe! CMOTpUTE, BEAb YK MNO34HO, XOJIOAHO.
— Hwnyero; 6narogapcTeynTe...
— Hy, Kak yrogHo! — 4 cTan nuTb Yal OAWH; MUHYT Yepe3 AeCATb BXOAUT MOW CTapuK:
— A Befb Bbl MpaBbl: BCe Jiy4ylle BbIMUTb YanKy, — [Aa A BCe »Aas... YK 4YesloBeK ero OaBHO K
HeMmy nowlen, na, BMAgHo, 4To-HMbyab 3agep>kaso.
OH Hackopo BbIxXJIeOHY1 YallKy, OTKa3aJicd OT BTOPOMW Yy yullen OonfATb 3a BOpPOTa B KakKOM-TO



becnokoncTBe: ABHO ObLINIO, 4TO CTapuka oropyano HebpexeHune 4 NedvyopuHa, n Tem bosiee, 4TO OH
MHe HeJaBHO roBOpWJS O CBOEN C HUM Apyxbe m ewe 4ac ToMy Ha3apg Obll yBepeH, 4TO OH
NPUBEXNT, KaK TOJIbKO YCAbILLUT €ro nMs.

Y>xe 6b110 MO3AHO U TEMHO, KOrga s CHOBa OTBOPWJT OKHO W CTan 3BaTb MakcuMa Makcumblya,
roBOpS, YTO Nopa CnaTb; OH 4YTO-TO NpobopMOTan CKBO3b 3ybObl; 4 MOBTOPWM/ NpUrialleHne, — OH
HU4Yero He oTBeYarl.

1 ner Ha AvBaH, 3aBEPHYBLUMCb B LWMWHENb U OCTaBUB CBeYy Ha JieXKaHKe, CKOpO 3aapeman u
npocnan 6bl CNOKOWMHO, ecnn 6, y>X Oo4eHb MNo3aHO, MakcMm MakcuMblY4, B30MAS B KOMHATY, He
pa3byann meHa. OH 6pocun TpybKy Ha CTO/M, CTan XO0OUTb MO KOMHaTe, WEeBLIPATb B Meyu,
HaKOHeL, fier, HO A0JIFr0 Kalunss, niaesa, BOpoyascs...

— He knonbl in Bac KycaoT? — CAPOCU 4.

— [Oa, Knonbl... — 0TBEYaa OH, TSXKeN0 B340XHYB.

Ha ppyron peHb yTPOM S MPOCHY/ACHA paHo; HO Makcum Makcumbld npenynpegun meHs. 4
Halles ero y BOpoT, cuaswero Ha ckamenke. «MHe Haflo CXOOUTb K KOMEeHAaHTYy, — CKa3aJl OH, —
TaK noXkanayncra, ecnm NevyopuH NpuaeT, NpUWANTE 3a MHON...»

A obewanca. OH nobexkas, Kak 6yaTO YaeHbl €ro NoJy4YUIn BHOBb IOHOLLECKYO CUY U TMBKOCTb.

YTpo 6bi710 CBeXXee, HO NpekpacHoe. 30/10Tbie 0b61aka rpoMo3anMNCL Ha ropax, Kak HOBbIN psaLa
BO3AYLUHbIX FOp; nepes BOpPOTaMU paccTunanacb LIMPOKas naowanb; 3a Heto 6asap kunen
Hapo4oM, NOTOMY 4YTO OblJI0O BOCKpeceHbe; Bocble Masib4NKU-OCETUHbI, HECA 3a NjaevyamMm KOTOMKU
C COTOBbIM Me[OM, BepTesiIMCb BOKPYr MeHS; S UX MporHasa: MHe 6bisI0 He A0 HUX, S HayMHan
pa3gnensatb 6ecnokoncTBo gobporo wrabc-kanmTaHa.

He npowno fecatn MMHYT, Kak Ha KOHLE nJowann nokasascs ToT, KOTOPOro Mbl oxxunganu. OH
lwen C NOJIKOBHUKOM H..., KOTOpbIN, AoBeAs ero A0 roCTUHULbI, MPOCTUICA C HAM 1 NOBOPOTWU B
KpenocTb. 4 ToTHac e nocnas nHBaanga 3a MakcmmMomMm MakcuMbIHeEM.

HascTpeyy MNe4vyopurHa Bbiles ero Jaken n O0JI0XKWA, 4TO cenyac CTaHyT 3aknadbiBaTb, noAdan
eMy SAWMK C Ccurapamm u, MNOJyYMB HECKOJSIbKO MpuKasaHwih, OTMpaBuaCA XaonoTaTb. Ero
rOCNOAMH, 3aKypuUB CUrapy, 3eBHy pa3a ABa U Ces Ha CKaMbio MO APYryk CTOPOHY BOPOT. Tenepb
1 0,0JIXKeH HapucoBaTb ero nopTperT.

OH 6bln1 cpefHero pocTa; CTPOMHbLIN, TOHKU CTaH ero M LWWPOKMe nJedn AoKa3biBasn Kpernkoe
cnoXxeHue, cnocobHoe NepeHOCUTb BCE TPYLAHOCTU KOYEBOW XXWU3HM U MNepeMeHbl KIMMaToB, He
nobexxaeHHoe HWM pa3BpPaTOM CTOIMYHOW XWU3HU, HU BypsaMu AyLWEBHLIMU; MblibHbLIN GapXaTHbIN
CIOPTYYOK e€ro, 3acCTerHyTbli TOJNIbKO Ha [OBE€ HMXKXHWE MNyroBuubl, MNO3BOJSAA pa3rnageTb
ocnenuTenbHO 4uctoe benbe, wn3obnnyaBllee MPUBbIYKW  MNOPSALOYHOrO YesloBEeKa; ero
3anaykaHHble NepYaTKU Ka3asMCb HApPO4YHO CLUNTBIMW MO €ro MasieHbKOM apUCTOKpaTU4YeCKOMn
pyKe, 1 KOrga OH CHAJ OAHY nepyvaTKy, To A O6bin yameneH xynobonm ero 6nefHbix nanbues. Ero
noxogka 6bina Hebpe)xHa M NeHmBa, HO A 3aMeTW/, YTO OH He pa3MaxuBasl pyKamMu, — BEPHbIN
NPU3HaK HEKOTOPOW CKPbLITHOCTU XapakTepa. Bnpoyem, 3To Moum cobBCTBEHHble 3aMeyvaHus,
OCHOBaHHbIE Ha MOUX e HabnwaeHUsax, N 1 BOBCe He X04Yy BacC 3aCTaBUTb BEpOBaTb B HUX CJeno.
Korga OH onyCcTWUACHA Ha CKaMbio, TO MPAMON CTaH €ro COrHyJscs, Kkak 6yaTto y Hero B crnvHe He
OblZI0O HW OOHOM KOCTOYKW; MOJIOXKEHME BCEro ero Tena n3o06pa3mno Kakyl-TO HepBUYECKYIHO
cnabocCcTb: OH cumpen, Kak cnauT 6Ganb3akoBa TPUALATUIETHAS KOKETKa Ha CBOMX MYXOBbIX
Kpecnax nocse ytomutesnbHoro 6ana. C mepBoro B3rasaga Ha nvuo ero A 6bl He gan emy bonee
ABajuaTK Tpex NeT, XoTa nocsae g rotoB 6bbin AaTb eMy TpuauaTb. B ero ynbibke 6b110 4TO-TO
netckoe. Ero kKoxa mMena KaKylo-TO XEHCKYK HeXHOCTb; 6enokypble BOJIOCbl, BblOLWMECH OT
NPUPOAbI, TaK XXMBOMUCHO obpucosbiBann ero 6negHbin, 6naropogHbin 106, Ha KOTOPOM, TOJIbKO
no 0oaroM HabnwaeHnn, MOXXHO OblJ10 3aMeTUTb cnefbl MOPLUWH, NMepeceKkaBLlUInX ogHa APYrylo u,



BEeposAiTHO, 00O0O3Ha4yaBWKUXCA ropa3fo sBCTBEHHEe B MUWHYTbl [HeBa WAM  OYLIEBHOro
becnokoncTBa. HecmMoTpsa Ha CBET/LIN LIBET ero BOJIOC, YCbl ero n 6posun 6bisin YepHble — NPU3HaK
nopoAbl B 4eNOBEKe, TaK, Kak YepHas rpmBa M YepHbIn XBOCT y 6enon nowaan. Ytob [OKOHYUTDL
NOPTPET, A CKaxy, YTO Yy Hero 6bi1 HEMHOIMO B34EPHYTLIN HOC, 3yObl ocnenuTenbHon 6ennsHbl 1
Kapue rnasa; o rnasax g LOJ/DKeH CKasaTb elle HECKOJIbKO CJI0B.

Bo-nepBbIX, OHW He CMesNncCb, Korga oH cMmesancsa! — Bam He cny4anocb 3amMedaTb TaKow
CTPAHHOCTU Y HEKOTOPbIX JtoAen?.. 3TO NPU3HAK — WIN 3J10r0 HpaBa, Uaun raybokon NOCTOAHHON
rpyctu. M3-3a NoayonyLeHHbIX PEeCHUL, OHU CUAIN KaKUM-TO gochopuydecknm bneckom, ecnu
MOXHO TaK Bblpa3nTbCA. To He OblI0 OTpakeHme »Kapa nAOYLWEBHOro WAM UrparoLwero
BoobpakeHuda: To bbin 6reck, NofobHbIM Bnecky rnagkom CTanun, oCnenuTesbHbIN, HO XONOAHbIN;
B3rnsi4, ero — Henpoao/IKUTENbHbIN, HO MPOHMUATENbHbLIM WU TAXENbIA, OCTaBasaa no cebe
HeNpMATHOEe BredvyaT/IeHne HEeCKPOMHOro BOMpoca u Mor 6bl KasaTbCsa Aep3kum, ecan 6 He Obin
CTOMIb PaBHOAYLWIHO CrOKoeH. Bce 3TuM 3amMeyaHusa NpuWAnM MHe Ha yM, MOXeT 6biTb, TOJIbKO
NOTOMY, YTO A 3Ha/l HEKOTOpble NOAPOOHOCTU ero XU3HW, U, MoXeT BbiTb, Ha APYroro BUA €ro
npousses Obl COBEPLUEHHO pa3/iInyHOe BrevyaT/ieHMe; HO TaK KaK Bbl O HEM He yC/bllnUTe HU OT
KOro, KpoMe MeHSsl, TO MOHeBOoJIe AOJ/DKHblI [AOBOJIbCTBOBATLCSA 3TUM m3obpakeHnmem. Ckaxy B
3aK/llo4eHne, 4To OH 6bin BoOOWE O4YeHb HeAypeH U MMen OoAHY W3 Tex OpPUrnHasbHbIX
dun3noHoMunin, KotTopble 0COBEHHO HPaBATCSA XKEHLLUMHAM CBETCKUM.

Jlowagwn 6bin y>xe 3a510)KeHbl; KOJIOKOJIbYUK MO BpeMeHaM 3BeHes1 Nnof AYrolo, W Jlaken yxxe
OBa pa3a nogxoawun K lle4yopuHy C OOK/AagoM, 4YTO BCe rotoBo, a Makcum MaKCuUMbIY elle He
ananca. K cyactuio, MNMevyopuH 6bis1 NOrpy>XeH B 3a4yMYMBOCTb, rAA4A Ha cuHue 3ybubl KaBkasa,
N Ka)KeTCs, BOBCE He TOpOoNu/Ccsa B AOPOry. 4 nogowen K Hemy.

— Ecnn Bbl 3ax0TUTe eLle HEMHOro NoaoXaaTb, — CKa3an s, — To byaeTe uMeTb yO0BOJIbCTBUE
YyBUOATbCHA C CTapblM NpUATEsIeM...
— AX, TOYHO! — ObICTPO OTBEYa/sl OH, — MHE BYepa rOBOPWUJIN: HO rae e oH? — A obepHyncs K
naowann n yemaen Makcmma Makcumblya, 6eryuiero 4T1o 6b1s10 MOYKM... Yepe3s HECKOIbKO MUHYT
OH BblN1 y>Ke BO3/1e HacC; OH eABa MOr AblwaTbh; NOT rpagoM KaTWUCSA C IMLa ero; MOKpble K0YKN
ceflblIX BOJIOC, BbIpBaBLWINCb U3-MOA LUAMKW, MPUKIENINCE KO NBy ero; KoaeHn ero Apoxkasu... OH
XOTeN KMHYTbCA Ha weto [Me4yopuHy, HO TOT AOBOJIbHO XOJIOAHO, XOTHA C NPUBET/IMBOMN YJbIOKON,
NPOTAHYN eMy pyKy. LLUTabc-kannuTaH Ha MUHYTY ocToNnbeHen, HO MOTOM XXaAHO CXBAaTU/ ero pyKy
obenMun pykamu: oH eLle He MOr FroOBOPUTb.
— Kak a pag, goporon Makcum Makcumbly. Hy, Kak Bbl MoXXMBaeTe? — cka3an [evopuH.
— A... Tbl?.. @ BbI? — npobopMoTas Co cae3aMn Ha rnaasax CTapuK... — CKOJIbKO JieT... CKOJIbKO
OHeNn... Aa Kyga 3T07?..
— Eny B MNepcunio — v gansLie...
— HeyxTo cenvac?.. la nogoxgute, apaxkanwwuin!.. HeyXTo cendvac pacctaHemca?.. CTOJIbKO
BpeMeHN He BUOaJINCh...
— MHe nopa, MakcnMm Makcmmbld, — Bbln OTBET.
— boxxe mon, 6oxe mon! ga Kyaa 3To Tak crewnTe?.. MHe cTo/bKo 6bl XOTENoCb BaM CKa3aTb...
CTOJIbKO PacCnpoCuThb... Hy 4TO? B OTCTaBKe?.. Kak?.. 4YTO NnoAenbiBanun?..
— Cky4an! — oTBeyvan NevyopuH, ynbibascs.
— A NoMHWUTe Hawe XUTbe-bbiTbe B KpenocTu? CnaBHaa cTpaHa gnasa oxoTbl!.. Beab Bbl 6bin
CTPACTHbIN OXOTHUK CTpenaTb... A bana?..

MevyopuH 4yTb-4yTb NobnegHen n OTBEPHYCH...
— [a, NnoMHI0! — cKa3asl OH, NoYTU TOTHAC MPUHYXKLEHHO 3€BHYB...

Makcnum MakcuMbIY CTal ero ynpawmnmeaTb OCTaTbCA C HAM eLle Yaca Ba.



— Mbl cnaBHO noobepaem, — roBopusl OH, — Yy MeHsl eCTb ABa (pa3aHa; a KaxeTUHCKoe 34ecCb
npekpacHoe... pasyMmeeTcs, He TO, 4TO B ['py3un, ogHaKO syywero copTa... Mbl MOroBoOpuM... Bbl
MHe pacCKa)keTe npo cBoe xutbe B MNeTepbypre... A?

— [paBo, MHe He4yero pacckasblBaTb, Joporon Makcmm Makcummbld... OOHaKO npowanTte, MHe

rnopa... 4 crnewy... bharogapto, 4To He 3abbinn... — NpubaBua OH, B3SB €ro 3a pyky.

CTapuk Haxmypwua 6poBu... OH BblJ1 MeYaneH n CepanT, XOTHA CTapasiCa CKPbITb 3TO.
— 3abbITb! — nNpoBopYan OH, — A-TO He 3abbin HuMyYero... Hy, ga 6or ¢ Bamu!.. He Tak g gyman c
BaMn BCTPETUTLCA...
— Hy nonHo, nonHo! — cka3an MevyopuH, 06HAB ero Opy>XeCckKn, — Hey)Xenum s He TOoT xe?.. YTo
nenaTb?.. BCAKOMY CBOSA gopora... YoacTcs snm ewe BCTpeTuTbed, — 6or 3HaeT!.. — loBops 370,
OH yXXe Ccuaen B KOJIACKe, N AMLLMK Y>Xe Havas noabunpaTb BOXXKMU.
— [ocTton, nocton! — 3akpuyan BApYyr Makcum MaKCUMbIY, YXBaTsCb 3a ABepubl KONSACKU, —

coBceM 6bino/mapT 3abbin... Y MeHs ocTanucb Bawm 6ymaru, Fpuropuii AnekcaHOpoBUY... 1 UX
Tackato ¢ coboir... gyMan HalTu Bac B [py3un, a BOT rae 6or gan cBUAETLCA... YTO MHE C HUMMK

nenartb?..
— Y10 xoTUTE! — oTBEYan lNevyopuH. — lMNpoLlanTe...
— Tak BbI B Mepcuto?.. a Korga BepHeTech?.. — Kpuyan scsen Makcnm MakCcuMbly...

Konsicka 6blna y>X faneko; Ho MevyopuH caoenan 3HakK pyKomn, KOTOPbIN MOXKHO Bbls10 nepeBecTun
cnepyowmm obpasom: Bpag nu! ga v 3a4em?..

[aBHO y>XX He CJbIWHO 6bIJI0 HYM 3BOHA KOJIOKOJIbYMKA, HU CTYKa KoJecC rno KPpeMHUCTON gopore,
— a 6egHbIN CTapuK eLe CToA Ha TOM Xe MecTe B rybokon 3aayMynBoCTu.

— [a, — cKasafn OH HaKoHeL, CTapasCb MPUHATb PaBHOAYLUHbLIA BWUA, XOTHA Cfe3a focafbl Mo
BpeMeHaM CBepKaJia Ha ero pecHuMuax, — KOHe4yHo, Mbl bbbl NpuaTenn, — Hy, 4a 4To NpusaTenn B
HblHewHeM Beke!.. YTo emy Bo MHe? 4 He 6oraT, He YMHOBEH, da W MO JleTaM COBCEM €My He
mapa... Buwb, KakmM OH (paHTOM cAaenancs, kKak nobeiBan onATb B [leTepbypre... Yto 3a
Kosisickal.. CKOMbKO Moknaxku'!.. n nakenm Takonm ropabinl.. — OTu cnoBa 6GblIM MPOM3HECEHbI C
NpoHMYecKon ynblbkon. — CkaxxuTe, — NPOAOIKan OH, 06paTACb KO MHEe, — Hy 4TO Bbl 06 3TOM
aymaeTe?.. Hy, Kakon b6ec HeceT ero Tenepb B [lepcuto?.. CmewHo, en-6ory, cmewHo!.. fa A
BCerga 3HaJl, 4TO OH BeTpPEeHbI YeNl0BEeK, Ha KOTOPOro Hesb3s HadeAaTbCA... A, NpaBo, Xajb, 4TO
OH [YPHO KOHYUT... la U Hesb3a UHadel.. YK 4 Bcerga roBopuJi, 4TO HET NPOKY B TOM, KTO CTapbIX
apysen 3abbiBaeT!.. — TyT OH OTBEPHYJCH, 4TOO CKPbITb CBOE BOJZIHEHME, MOLIEsN XOAUTb N0 ABOPY
OKOJ10 CBOEW MOBO3KMW, NoKa3biBasA, byaTO ocMaTpMBaeT KoJieca, Torga Kak rnasa ero noMmHyTHO
HaNOJIHANINCb CNe3aMu.

— Makcum Makcmmbld, — CKasan 6, nogowenwm K Hemy, — a 470 3To 3a bymarm Bam ocCcTaBui
MeyopuH?

— A 6or ero 3HaeT! Kakme-TO 3annCKMu...

— Y70 Bbl U3 HUX coenaeTe?

— Y107 a Beso HagenaTb MaTPOHOB.

— OTpanTe nx ny4dwie mMHe.

OH nocMOTpen Ha MeHA C yAMBAEHMEeM, MPOBOPYasl 4YTO-TO CKBO3b 3yObl M Hayan pbITbCA B
yeModaHe; BOT OH BblHY/1 O0OHY TeTpaaKy n 6pocun ee C npe3peHMeM Ha 3eMJilo; MOTOM Apyras,
TpeTbsA U gecaTas UMesn TY Xe y4yacCTb: B ero gocage 6b1s10 4TO-TO AEeTCKOe; MHe CTaJsIo CMEeLHOo
N XKanko...

— BoT OHWM BCe, — CKa3an OH, — NO34paBJIfA0 BaC C HAX0OKOIO...
— W a mory genatb C HAMU BCE, YTO XO4y?
— XoTb B rasetax ne4dyaTanTe. Kakoe MHe peno?.. Y7o, s pasBe APYr €ro Kakon?.. wuin



poACTBEeHHUK? [paBaa, Mbl XXWUAW AOr0 MO4 OAHOW KPOBJiew... A MaJsio JIN C KEM 5l He XUn?..

A cxBatun bymarm m nockopee yHec ux, 6o04cb, 4T06 wWTabc-kanuTaH He packasnca. CKopo
NpUWAN HaM 06BbSABUTbL, YTO Yepe3 4Yac TPOHETCA OKa3us; A BeNnen 3aknagbiBaTb. LUTabc-kanuntaH
BOLIEN B KOMHATy B TO BpeMs, Korga A yXe HaAeBas Lanky; OH, Ka3aJloCb, HE FoTOBWUJCH K
oTbe3ny; y Hero 6bia1 KaKON-TO NPUHY>XXOEHHbLIN, XON04HbIN BUA,.

— A Bbl, MakcnMm MakcuMblY, pa3Be He egeTe?

— HeT-c.

— A YTO Tak?

— [a A ewle KOMeHAaHTa He BUAas, a MHe Ha40 CAAaTb MY KOW-KaKne Ka3eHHble BeLMw...
— [a Beab Bbl e 6blin y Hero?

— Bbls1, KOHEYHO, — CKa3as OH, 3aMMHasACb — Aa ero AoMa He OblJ10... a 8 He foXAasCs.

A noHan ero: 6egHbIN CTapuK, B NepBbIA pa3 oT poay, MoxeT bbiTb, Bpocnn gena cnyxbbl ons
cobcTBeHHOM HagobHOCTKM, roBOpPS A3bIKOM ByMa>kKHbIM, — U KaK e OH Bbin1 HarpaxaeH!

— OYeHb XaNb, — CKasan A eMy, — 04eHb XaJib, MakCcMM MaKCUMbIY, 4TO HaM [0 CPOKa Hagdo
paccTaTbCA.

— [oe HaM, Heobpa30oBaHHbLIM CTapukaM, 3a BaMu roHATbCA!.. Bbl MONoAeXb CBETCKas, ropaas:
elle noka 3aecb, NMoL YepKeCcCKUMU nynsamu, Tak Bbl Tyda-Clofa... a Mocsie BCTPETUWBLCH, Tak
CTbIAUTECh U PYKY NPOTSAHYTb HaweMmy bpaTy.

— 4 He 3acnyXun 3Tux ynpekos, Makcnum MaKCUMbIM.

— [Ha 4, 3HaeTe, Tak, K C/OBY rOBOPI: a BMpOYeM, XKeslald BaM BCSAKOro CYacTUa U Beceson
noporu.

Mbl NPOCTUANCE AO0BOJIbHO Cyx0. [obpbin Makcmm MakcmMblY coenancs ynpsmbiM, CBap/MBbIM
wTrabc-kanutaHom! N otvyero? OTTOro, 4To lMEe4yopmH B pacCeAHHOCTU WU OT APYron MpUYnHbI
NPOTAHYJ1 €My PYKY, Korga TOT XOTesl KMHYTbCS eMy Ha wet! FpyCTHO BUAETb, Korga roHowa
TepseT Nyywme CBOM HageXAbl M MeYTbl, KOorga rnpes HUM oTAeprvBaeTcs po30Bbi yiep, CKBO3b
KOTOPbLIA OH CMOTpPEs Ha fefla N YyBCTBa 4YesoBeYecKme, XO0TH eCTb Hagexna, YTOo OH 3aMEeHUT
CTapble 3abny>XAeHUs HOBbIMUK, HE MeHee NMPOXOAALWMMN, HO 3aTO HE MeHee chafKMMU... Ho yem
NX 3aMeHNTb B sleTa MakcnuMa Makcumbliva? NoHeBoJ1e cepaLe o4epCcTBeeT U Aylla 3aKpoeTcCs...

A yexan oguH.



XypHan [le4yopunHa

[Mpeoncnosune

HepnaBHO 4 y3Han, 4To lNevyopuH, Bo3Bpallasack 13 lNMepcun, ymep. 3T0 N3BECTME MEHS 0YEeHb
obpanoBasio: OHO AaBaJsio MHE NMPaBo NevyaTaTb 3T 3anMUCKKU, U 9 BOCNOJIb30BaJICa C/lyvyaeM
NOCTaBUTb UMSA Ha4 YY>XMUM nNpounsseneHneMm. fan bor, 4106 YnTaTeNn MEHA He HaKa3anan 3a
TakKoW HEBUHHbLIN noasor!

Tenepb 5 AO/HKEH HECKOJIbKO 0OBACHUTL NPUYUHLI, NOOyaMBLLIME MeHs npedaTb nybnnke
cepaeyHble TalHbl YesloBEKa, KOTOPOro st HUKOrAa He 3Ha. [obpo 6bl 51 6bia elle ero opyrom:
KOBapHas HECKPOMHOCTb UCTUHHOIO Apyra NOHATHa Ka>4oMy; HO 51 BUAEs ero ToJIbKO pa3 B
MOEeW XXN3HW Ha 6onbluon gopore, cnefoBaTesIbHO, HE MOy MUTaTb K HEMY TOM HEU3BACHMMON
HEHaBWCTW, KOTOopas, TasCb NOA JINHNHOI APYXKObI, 0OXXMAaeT TOJIbKO CMEPTU U HecHacTus
nobumoro npeameTa, 4Tob pa3pasnTbCsa Hag ero rosoBOK rpagoM ynpekos, COBETOB, HACMeLleK
N coXKaneHun.

MNepeynTbiBas 3TM 3anNnUCKn, 9 ybeamncs B UICKPEHHOCTU TOro, KTO Tak 6ecnowanHo BbICTaBaSAN
Hapy>y cobcTBeHHble cnaboCcTn 1 Nopoku. icTopus AyLwn YenoBe4eckonm, XoTsa 6bl cCaMon MenKon
Ay, egsa Ny He ntobonbITHEE U He MoJsie3Hee UCTOPUKM Lesioro Hapoaa, oCobeHHO Korga oHa —
cneacTBune HabnwageHUn yma 3penioro Haga cammm coboto n Korga oHa nmcaHa 6e3 TwecnaBHOro
»XenaHua Bo3byanTbe yvyacTme nnam yamsneHue. Micnoseab Pycco nMmeeT y)xe He4oCTaTOK, YTO OH
4YynTasn ee CBOUM APY3bSM.

NTak, o4HO XXenaHne noJsib3bl 3aCTaBUII0 MEHSA HarnevyaTaTb OTPbIBKU N3 XKYypHasa, AoCTaBLlerocs
MHe C/ly4anHo. XoTAa a1 nepeMeHunn Bce coObCTBEHHbIE MMEHA, HO Te, 0 KOTOPbIX B HEM FOBOPUTCH,
BEepOsATHO cebs y3HaloT, N, MOXXeT BbiTb, OHM HanAyT onNpaBAaHMA NOCTYMNKaM, B KOTOPbIX 40 Cen
nopbl 06BNHANM YesloBEKa, Y)XKe He MMEIOLWEero OTHbIHE HMYero obLero ¢ 34eWHUM MUPOM: Mbl
NnoYTn BCeraa N3BMHSAEM TO, YTO NMOHUMAEM.

1 MoMeCcTnN B 3TOM KHUIre TOJIbKO TO, 4TO OTHOCKJI0Ch K npebbiBaHusA MNMevyoprnHa Ha KaBkase; B
MOUX pyKax oCTasiacb elle ToJACTasa TeTpaib, rAe OH pacCcKa3blBaeT BCIO XMU3Hb CBOK. Korpa-
HMBYOb 1 OHa ABMTCA Ha Cy[ CBETa; HO Tenepb A He CMeto B3ATb Ha cebsa 3Ty OTBETCTBEHHOCTb MO
MHOIMM Ba>XHbIM MNPUYNHAM.

Mo>xeT 6bITb, HEKOTOpPbIE YNTATENIN 3aXOTAT Y3HATb MOe MHEeHMe 0 XapakTepe NevyopuHa? —
Mon oTBeT — 3arnaBue 3Ton KHUrK. «[a 3To 3/1a8 NPOHUAl» — CKaXKyT OHU. — He 3Halo.



TamMaHb

TaMaHb — CaMbll CKBEPHbLIN FOPOAULLKO U3 BCEX MPUMOPCKUX roponoB Poccun. 4 TaMm 4YyTb-
4yTb He ymep C rosioga, Aa ewe B o6aBOK MeHA XOoTenn yTonuUTb. A npuexan Ha nepeksagHomn
TeNe)XxKe No3gHoO HOYbo. AMLNK OCTaHOBWIT YCTasy TPOMKY Y BOPOT € AUHCTBEHHOI0 KaMeHHOro
OoMa, 4To npu Bbesae. HacoBoW, HEPHOMOPCKNIM Ka3ak, yCJ/blllaB 3BOH KOJIOKOJIbYMKA, 3aKpuyan
CNPOCOHbA OUKUM rosiocoM: «KTo mnaeT?» Bbiwen ypagHUK n pecatHuk. 1 um ob6bACcHMA, 4TO A
ohuuep, eny B OENCTBYOWMUIA OTPAL MO Ka3eHHOW HapnobHocTu, u cTan TpeboBaTb Ka3eHHY!o
KBapTupy. HecAaTHUMK Hac nosen no ropoay. K kotopom un3be HM nmoabeneM — 3aHdaTa. bbuio
XON0AHO, A TPWU HOYM He craj, U3MYYUICA U HayMHan cepauTbca. «Beam meHsa Kyna-Hubynb,
pa3bonHMK! XOTb K 4epTy, TONIbKO K MecTy!» — 3akpu4dan 1. «ECcTb ewle ogHa aTepa, — oTBeYan
DEeCATHUK, noYvechbiBas 3aTblJIOK, — TONIbKO BaweMmy 61aropogunto He NMOHPABUTCH; TaM He4YucTo!»
He mMoHsB TOYHOro 3HayeHWs rnocsiegHero cJloBa, A Beses eMy uaTu Bnepen W nocse [0Jroro
CTPAHCTBOBaHMA MO PA3HbLIM Mepeyskam, rge no CcTopoHaM A BuAeN OOHU TOJIbKO BeTxue
3abopbl, Mbl NOABbEXaNN K HeDObLWION XaTe Ha caMoM bepery mops.

MONHbLIA MeCsAL CBETWUJ1 Ha KaMbIWOBYO Kpbiwy N 6esble CTeHbl MOEro HOBOIO XXWAWULLA; Ha
nBope, obsegeHHoM orpagon un3 6ynbbkHWKa, cTosna wmibovacb Apyras sadvyxka, MeHee 1
ApeBHee rnepBon. beper ob6bpbiIBOM Cryckascss K MOPK MOYTU Yy CaMblX CTE€H €e, U BHU3Y C
becnpepbiBHbIM  POMNOTOM  MJIeCKaJUCb TEMHO-CMHWE BOJIHbL. JlyHa TWUXO CMOTpena Ha
6eCrnoKonHY0, HO MOKOPHYIO el CTUXUID, N 9 MOI pa3NnynTb Npu CBeTe ee, faneko ot bepera, Aga
Kopabnsa, KOTOpbIX YepHble CHAacTW, MogobHO nayTuHe, HenoABMXXHO PUCOBaNUCL Ha 6GnepHomn
yepTe HebocknoHa. «Cyfa B NpUCcTaHu eCTb, — NoayMan s, — 3aBTpa OTNPaBIOCh B [eNeHOXNK>.

Mpn MHe ncnpasasn AO/MKHOCTb AEHLMKa JIMHENCKUIA Ka3aK. Benes eMy BbIJIOXUTb YeModaH U
OTNYCTUTb WU3BO34YMKA, A CTajl 3BaTb XO3AMHA — MOJIHAT; CTy4y — MOJI4aT... 4TO 3T0? HakoHeL 13
ceHel BbINOA3 MasibYUK JiIeT YeTbipHaguaTu.

«Fne xo3anH?» — «Hema». — «Kak? coBceM HeTy?» — «CoBCUMM». — «A x03a1MKa?» — «MNoburna
B cnoboaky». — «KTO e MHe oTonpeT ABepb?» — CKa3aj 4, yaapus B Hee HOrow. [1sepb cama
OTBOpPWUSACb; M3 XaTbl MOBESANO CbIPOCTbIO. f 3aCBETUS1 CEPHYK CMUYKY U NoAHeC ee K HOocy
MaJib4MKa: OHa 03apwuia ABa 6enble rna3za. OH 6bl Cnenoi, CoOBEPLUEHHO crienon oT npupoabl. OH
CTOA Nepeno MHOK HEMOABUIXKHO, N 1 Ha4asl pacCMaTpuUBaTb YepThl ero snua.

Mpu3Hach, 9 UMe CuiibHOoe npepybexaeHne NPoTUB BCEX CJIeNbIX, KPUBbIX, MYXUX, HEMbIX,
be3Horux, 6e3pykux, ropbaTbix M npo4. 9 3amedvasn, 4TO BCerga eCcTb KakKoe-TO CTpaHHoe
OTHOLWIEHME MeXAY Hapy»XHOCTbIO YenoBeKa M ero Aywow: Kak byaTo ¢ noTepero 4neHa gywa
TepseT Kakoe-HMbyab 4yBCTBO.

WTakK, A Hayvan paccMaTpumBaTb JIMLO CAEMNOro; HO Y4TO MpUKaXkeTe npo4YuTaTb Ha auue, y
KOTOpOro HeT rnas? Jonro s rnagen Ha Hero C HebonbWMM COXKaJleHMeM, Kak BApPYyr enBa
npumeTHas ynbibka npobexkana Mo TOHKUM rybam ero, n, He 3Hal OTYero, OHa MPOuU3Besa Ha
MeHS caMoe HernpuaTHoe BredvyaTiieHne. B rosose Moen poausiocb rMofo3peHmne, YTo 3TOT CJiernou
He TaK cfern, Kak OHO Ka)eTCs; HanpacHO s CTapasca yBepuTb cebs, 4To 6enbMbl nopaenaTb
HEBO3MOXXHO, Aia N C Kakom Lenbto? Ho 4To genaTb? A 4acTO CKJIOHEH K npeaybexaeHumsam...

«Tbl XO3SINCKUIN CbIH?» — CMPOCKA A ero HakoHel. — «Hu». — «KT0 Xe TbI?» — «CupoTa,
yboromn». — «A'y X039MKWN €CTb AeTu?» — «Hu; 6bina 4oyYb, Aa yTUK/a 3a MOpe C TaTapUHOM», —



«C KaKnM TaTapnHoM?» — «A Buc ero 3HaeT! KpbIMCKUIM TaTapuH, JIOA0YHUK 13 Kepyun».

A1 B3owen B xaTy: OBE JIaBKU U CTOJ, Aa@ OrPOMHbIA CYHAYK BO3Jl€ Neyun COCTaBAsA/IN BCIO ero
mebenb. Ha cTteHe HM ogHoro obpa3a — AOypHoun 3Hak! B pa3butoe cTekno BpbIBasCA MOPCKOW
BeTep. A BbiTAlLMA U3 YeMOLaHa BOCKOBOW Orapok M, 3aCBETMB ero, CTasl packiablBaTb BeLUW,
NMOCTaBWA B Yros LAWKy N pyXbe, NUCTONIETbl MOJIOXKWA Ha CTOJ, pa3ocTnan 6ypKy Ha naBke,
Ka3ak CBOIO Ha APYron; Yyepes AecCATb MUHYT OH 3axpanesi, HO 8 He MOr 3aCHYyTb: Nepefo MHOM BO
MpakKe BCe BepTesiCa Masib4yuK C benbiMn rnasamu.

Tak NpoLwno OKOJI0 4aca. Mecsiy CBETWUA B OKHO, U Nly4 €ro urpan no 3emMasHOMy MoJly XaTbl.
Bopyr Ha sapkom monoce, nepecekatouwen nos, NpoMenbKHyna TeHb. 9 MpUBCTan U B3rNsHyn B
OKHO: KTO-TO BTOPUYHO npobe)xan MmMo ero n ckpbiics bor 3HaeT Kyga. 1 He mor nonaraTtb, 4T0b
3TO cyuiecTBo cbexxasno no oTeecy bepera; ogHaKo MHayvye eMy Hekyna 6bio geBaTbCA. S BCTan,
HaknHyn 6ewmeT, onosfcan KUHXajl U TUXO-TUXO BbILEN W3 XaTbl; HAaBCTPEYYy MHe cJienon
Manb4uk. 9 nputaunca y 3abopa, n oH BEPHOW, HO OCTOPOXXHOW MOCTYMbIO MNPOLLUEST MUMO MEHS.
Mon MbILWKOW OH HEeC KakKoW-TO y3es, U MOBEepHYB K MPUCTaHW, CTasl CAycKaTbCA MO Y3KOW U
KPYTOM TPOMMHKE. «B TOT AeHb HeMble BO3OMUIOT U Crenble Npo3paT», — nogyMman s, cnenys 3a
HVM B TaKOM pPacCTOAHUU, 4TOD He TepATb ero U3 Bmaa.

Mexay Tem NlyHa Ha4dana oAeBaTbCs Ty4aMuM U Ha MoOpe MOAHANCA TyMaH; efBa CKBO3b Hero
cBeTuncs poHapb Ha Kopme bamxHero kopabns; y 6epera cBepkasa neHa BaslyHOB, €XXEMUHYTHO
rpo3sAWMX ero NoTonNnUTb. A, C TPYAOM crnyckascb, Npobupasnca no KpyTU3He, N BOT BUXKY: Clernon
NPUOCTAHOBWUJICS, MOTOM MOBEPHYT HA30M HanpaBo; OH LWes Tak 6/1M3Ko OT BOAbl, YTO Ka3asoch,
cenyac BOJIHa ero CxBaTUT U yHecCeT, HO BUAHO, 3TO Oblsla He mepBas ero nporynaka, cyas no
YBEPEHHOCTU, C KOTOPOM OH CTyman C KaMHA Ha KaMeHb W un3beran pbiTBMH. HakoHel OH
oCcTaHoBuACs, ByATO NpucaywmBascCb K YeMy-TO, MPUCEN Ha 3eMJ0 U NoNoXuN Bo3ne cebs ysen.
A Habnopan 3a ero ABMXXEHUMSAMU, CNpSATaBlWIUCL 3a BblaBlleloca ckasow bepera. CnycTs
HECKOJIbKO MUWHYT C MNPOTMBOMOJIOXKHON CTOPOHbI MoKa3anacb 6enas dwurypa; oHa nogowna K
cnenomMy u cena Bo3fe Hero. BeTtep no BpeMeHaM NPMHOCKA MHE UX Pa3roBop.

— Y710, cnenomn? — ckasan XXeHCKun ronoc, — byps cunbHa. dHKo He BypeT.
— SHKO He BbounTca 6ypu, oTBevan TOT.

— TyMaH rycteeT, — BO3pa3nJl ONSATb XXEHCKU FO/10C C Bblpa>keHneM rnevasnu.
— B TymaHe ny4we npobpaTbCA MUMO CTOPOXXEBbLIX Cy[0B, — Obla1 OTBET.

— A ecnin OH yTOHeT?

— Hy 4T0 X? B BOCKpeceHbe Thbl Nonaellb B LLepKoBb 6€3 HOBOW NIEHTHI.

MNocnepoBasno MosiMaHWe; MeHsl, O[AHaKO nopa3nao OAHO: CJliernon roBOpuJsl CO  MHOIK
MaJIOPOCCUNCKNM HapeymeM, a Tenepb U3bACHACSA YACTO MO-PYCCKU.

— Buaunwe, A npaB, — CKasas ONsaTb C/AENON, yaapue B fagowmn, — FgAHKO He 6onUTCA HU MOopS, HU
BETPOB, HN TyMaHa, HN 6eperoBbiXx CTOPOXEW; 3TO He BoAa njeweT, MeHA He obMaHelwb, — 3TO
ero AJINHHbIEe Becsa.

XeHuwmHa BCKo4Ynaa 1 cTajla BCMaTpuBaTbCAa B Aajib C BUAOM 6eCnoKonCcTBa.

— Tbl 6pegnib, Cnenon, — ckasasla OHa, — A HUYEro He BUXY.

MpuU3HaCb, CKOIbKO S HW CTapasicid pa3nynTb BAajieke 4To-HMbyab Hanopgobue noaku, HoO
6e3ycnewHo. Tak NpoOWIO MUHYT AECATb; U BOT MOKasasnacb MeXAy ropamMm BOJIH YepHas TOYKa;
OHa TO yBeJM4yMBanacb, TO YMeHbLlanacb. MeasieHHO MOAHMMaACb Ha XpebTbl BOMH, BbLICTPO
CrycKasiCb C HUX, npubnmxanacb K 6epery nogka. OTBa>keH 6bI1 N0BEL, PELINBLUNACA B TaKylo
HOYb MYCTUTbLCA 4Yepe3 MpPOJIMB Ha pPacCTosAHME ABaAuaTW BepCT, WU Ba)KHas Ao0JKHa 6biTb
npuynHa, ero K Tomy nobyamuswasn! [ymasa Tak, A C HeBONbHOM 6bueHneM cepaua rnagen Ha
befHYI0 IOAKY; HO OHa, KaK yTKa, Hbipsijla 1 NOTOM, BbICTPO B3MaxHyB Bec/slaMu, OyATO KpblibAMU,



BbICKaKMBasia M3 nponactn cpenn 6pbi3roB neHbl; U BOT, A AyMaJ, OHa yAapuTCA C pa3Maxa o6
beper n pasneTutcsa Bapebesrn; HoO OHa JIOBKO MOBEPHYJ/IaCcb BOKOM K BCKOYMIA B MaJIEHbKYIO
OyxTy HeBpeauma. I3 Hee BbILEN YEJIOBEK CPedHEero pocTa, B TaTapCckon GapaHben Llanke; OH
MaxHYyJ1 PyKo, N BCE TPOe NPUHANNCH BbITAaCKMBATb YTO-TO U3 JIOAKWN; Fpy3 OblNl TaK BENMK, 4TO S
00 CUX Mop He MOoHMMalo, Kak OHa He MOoTOoHya. B3AB Ha nNne4Yn Kakabln No y3ny, OHU NYCTUINCH
BLOJIb MO Bepery, n CKopo 9 noTepssn ux n3 emaa. Hago 66110 BEPHYTLCA OOMOW; HO, MPU3HAlOCh,
BCE 3TU CTPAHHOCTU MEHS TPEBOXWUN, U A HAaCUy OOXKAANCA yTpa.

Ka3zak mMon 6bln1 04eHb yAuMBIIEH, KOrAa, NPOCHYBLUWUCH, YBUAEN MEHSA COBCEM OLAETOro; A emy,
0OHAKO X, He CKa3aN npuymnHbl. MontoboBaBLLNCE HECKOIbKO BPEMEHM U3 OKHa Ha ronyboe Hebo,
yCessHHOe pa3opBaHHbIMM obnavykamu, Ha panbHU BGeper KpbiMa, KOTOPbLIN TAHETCS JINJIOBOW
MOJIOCON WU KOHYaeTCsa yTecoM, Ha BeplluHe kKoero 6eneetcsa MasyHasa 6awHsA, 8 oTnNpaBuaCsa B
KpenocTb ®aHaropuio, 4Tob y3HaTb OT KOMeHAaHTa O Yace Moero oTbe3na B [eneHXuK.

Ho, yBbl; KOMEHAAHT HMYEro He MOr CKa3aTb MHe pewuTenbHoro. Cyaa, CToAwMe B MPUCTaHW,
6blIN BCE — MM CTOPOXKEBbLIE, NN KyMevyeckne, KoTopble ele fake He HadyMHaNn Harpy>xaTbCs.
«MoxxeT b6bITb, AHA Yepe3 Tpu, YeTbipe NpUAEeT MOYTOBOE CYAHO, CKa3ajs KOMeHAaHT, — U Toraa
— Mbl yBUAUM». 1 BEPHYJICA OOMOW YrpoMm u cepauT. MeHs B OBepsiX BCTPETUS Ka3akK MOW C
NCNYraHHbIM JINLLOM.

— Mnoxo, Bawe 6naropoane! — ckaszan OH MHe.

— [Oa, 6paT, bor 3HaeT korga Mbl oTciofa yeaem! — TyT oH euwe 6osblle BCTPEBOXMWICSA W,
HaAKJIOHACb KO MHEe, CKa3aJ1 LUenoToM:
— 34ech HeyucTo! 9 BCTpPeTUs CcerogHs YepHOMOPCKOro ypsiAHWKA, OH MHE 3HAaKOM — Obi

NpowWsIOro roga B OTpsAAe, Kak A eMy Cka3al, rge Mbl OCTaHOBWAMUCL, @ OH MHe: «3pecb, bparT,
He4yncTo, nogn Hepobpbie!..» Na n B caMoOM gene, 4TO 3TO 3a cienon! xoauT Be3fe OAWH, U Ha
6a3ap, 3a xsiebom, 1 3a BOOOW... YK BUAHO, 34€Cb K 3TOMY MPUBbLIKJIN.

— 1a 4TO »K? N0 KpanHen Mepe rnokasasacb JIn X035anKa?

— CeroaHs 6e3 Bac npuufia CTapyxa U C HEN O0Yb.

— Kakada no4b? Y Hee HeT goyepu.

— A bor ee 3HaeT, KTO OHa, KOJIM He [04b; Ja BOH CTapyxa CMOUT Ternepb B CBOEN XaTe.

A B3owen B Navyxky. ledyb B6blNla >XapkKo HaTonseHa, U B Hel Bapwuaca oben, OOBOJIbHO
POCKOLWHbIN Ansa 6eaHakoB. CTapyxa Ha BCe MOM BOMPOCHI OTBEYasa, YTO OHa riyxas, He CAbIWnT.
YT10 6bI710 C Hen genaTb? A obpaTunica K cnenomy, KOTOpbIN cuaen nepen nedoio N Nogknagbisan
B OrOHb XBOPOCT. «Hy-Ka, cnenon 4epTeHOK, — CKa3aJs §, B35IB ero 3a yxo, — roBopu, Kyaa Tbl
HOYbIO TacKascs C y37ioM, a?» Bapyr mMoun crenon 3ansakars, 3akpuyan, 3aoxan: «Kyabl 5 Xoaue?..
HUKYAbl HE XOAOMB... C Y3/I0M? AKMM y3/70M?» CTapyxa Ha 3TOT pa3 ycCablWwasnia U cTajlla BOpYaThb:
«BOT BblAyMbIBAlOT, Aa elle Ha ybororo! 3a 4To Bbl €ero? 4To OH BaM caesan?» MHe 3TO Hadoeno,
N S Bbllesn, TBEPAO PELUMBLUNCE AOCTAaTb KJOY 3TOM 3araaku.

A1 3aBepHyJicsa B BypKy n cen y 3abopa Ha KaMeHb, nornafgbiBas BAasjb; rnepefo MHOW TAHYNOCh
Ho4yHOlO 6ypelo B3BOJZIHOBaHHOE Mope, U ofHoobpa3HbIn WyMm ero, nofobHbIi ponoTy
3acbinatoLleroca ropoga, HanOMHWA MHe CTapble roAbl, NepeHec MOM MbIC/IN Ha CeBep, B Hally
X0N0AHY0 CTONMUY. BonHyeMbIn BOCMOMUHaHNAMK, A 3a0bics... Tak NpoWwIo OKOJI0 Yaca, MOXXeT
6bITb 1 6onee... Bopyr 4TO-TO NOXOXXee Ha NEeCHIO0 Mopas3nsio MO ciyX. TOYHO, 3TO Bblsla NecHs, n
XKEHCKNI, CBEXWM T[O0JI0OCOK, — HO OTKyda?.. [llpuciaywmBaloCcb — HameB CTapWUHHbINA, TO
MPOTSKHbIA M MeYvanbHbi, TO ObICTPLIN U XMBOW. OrnasablBaloCb — HUKOrFO HET Kpyrow;
NPUCNYLLINBAOCb CHOBa — 3BYKW Kak OyaTo napatoT € Heba. S moAHSAN rnasa: Ha Kpbllwe XaThbl
MOeWN CTosfla OeBylKa B MoOJoCaTOM MaaTbe C pacnyLleHHbIMKM KOoCaMW, HacTosdwasa pycanka.
3aWmMTNB rnasa JsafoHb OT Jlyyen COJIHUA, OHa MpuCTaJibHO BCMaTpuBasacb B fajb, TO



cMedslaCb U pacCy>XXaajla CaMa C cobown, To 3aneBasia CHOBa MecCHIO.
¢l 3anOMHW 3Ty MeCHIo OT CJioBa A0 CJ/I0Ba:

Kak no BOJIbHOW BOJIIOLLIKE —
Mo 3eneHy mopto,
XopaTt Bce kopabnumku
BenonapycHukun.
Mpomex Tex Kkopabankos
Mos nogo4ka,

JlooKa HecHalleHHas,
[ByxBecesibHasg.

Byps nb pa3birpaetca —
Ctapble kKopabnumku
MpnNoAbIMYT KPbIbILWKY,
Mo Mopto pa3mMeyyTCs.
CTaHy MOpPIO KNIaHATbLCSA
l HN3eXOHbLKO:

«Y>X He TPOHb Thbl, 3/10€ MOope,
Moo nomouky:

BeseT mMos nogoyka
Bewn gparoueHHble.
[MpaBUT eto B TEMHY HO4Yb
byiHas rosoByLUKa».

MHe HeBOJIbHO MPULLJIO Ha MbIC/b, Y4TO HOYbID S CAblWasA TOT e roJsioc; S Ha MUHYTY
3agQyMancsd, U Korga CHoBa MOCMOTPEes Ha Kpblly, OEBYWKWM TaM yX He 6bino. Bapyr oHa
npobexxana MMMO MeHs, HaneBas 4YTOo-TO APYroe, W, Nolwlenkmeas nansuamu, Bbexana K ctapyxe,
N TYT Hayvancs mexay Humum cnop. CTapyxa cepamnacb, OHa FPOMKO xoxoTana. W BOT BuxXy,
0eXXUT OonaTb BAPUMNPLIXKKY MOS YHAWMHA: MOPaBHABWMWCL CO MHOW, OHa OCTaHOBWUAACb W
MPUCTaJibHO MOCMOTpesna MHe B [Jla3a, Kak byaTo yAuMBJ/IeHHaAs MOMM MPUCYTCTBMEM; MOTOM
HebpexxHo obepHynacb M TUXO NOWJAA K MNPUCTAHU. DTUM HE KOHYUAOCh: LEeNbli AEeHb OHa
BepTeslaCb OKOJIO MOEW KBapTWUpbl; MNeHbe U MpbifaHbe He MNpeKpallanCb HU Ha MUHYTY.
CTpaHHoe cywecTBo! Ha nuue ee He ObIN1I0 HUKAKNX MPU3HaAKoB Be3yMmuns; HanpoTme, rnasa ee C
OOMKOI0 MPOHMLATENIbHOCTbIO OCTaHaBAMBAJINCbL Ha MHE, U 3TW la3a, Ka3asocCb, ObiM odapeHsbl
KaKOI-TO MarHeTM4eCKOl BNaCTblO, U BCAKUIA pa3 oHU Kak byaTto 6bl Xxaganm sBonpoca. Ho Tosbko
S Ha4YMHaN roBOpuUTb, OHa yberana, KOBapHO ynbibasCh.

PewmnTenbHo, 9 HUKOrga noaobHom »KeHLW Hbl He BuabiBaa. OHa Gblla Oaneko He KpacaBuua,
HO 9 NMelo CBOW NpepybexaeHnsa TakKe U Hac4eT KpacoTbl. B Helr 6b1s10 MHOrO MopoAsbl... nopoaa
B )XEHLUMHAX, KaK 1 B JIOWaAax, BENMKOe Aesi0; 3TO OTKPbITUE MpuHaanexuTt KOHon PpaHuun.
OHa, To ecTb nopopja, a He KOHasa PpaHumsa, 6onbLuetd YacTbio N30ban4aeTcsa B MOCTYNNU, B pyKax
N HOrax; 0CobeHHO HOC MHOro 3Ha4uT. MpaBUbHbBIN HOC B PoCCK pexxe ManeHbKOoM HOXKN. Moen
rneByHbe Ka3aNloCb He 0Ooslee BoceMHaguaTu net. HeobbikHOBeHHas TrMOKOCTb ee CTaHa,
ocobeHHoOe, el TONIbKO CBOWCTBEHHOE HAKJ/IOHEHME TOJI0Bbl, OJIMHHbLIE PYyCble BOJIOCbl, KaKOMN-TO
30/I0TUCTbIA OT/INB €e CJIerKa 3aropesionl KOXKW Ha Lee 1 rnjedax n oCobeHHO NpaBUJIbHbIA HOC —



BCE 3TO 6bI/I0 AN MeHs 06BOPOXKUTENIbHO. XOTS B €€ KOCBEHHbIX B3rnisgax s YnTas 4YTo-TO AMKoe
M NoJo3puTesnibHoe, XOTA B ee Yynblbke 6bII0 4TO-TO HeonpeneseHHoe, HO TakoBa Ccuna
npenybexxoeHnin: NpaBubHbIA HOC CBEJSl MeHs C yMa; s Boobpa3nn, 4To Hawen FeteBy MUHbOHY,
3TO NPUYYASINBOE CO3[aHMNE ero HeMEeLKOro BoobpakeHus, — 1 TOYHO, Mexay MMKU OblJIo MHOro
CXOQCTBA: Te e bbICTpble Nepexobl 0T Bennyaliwero 6€CrnokKoncTBa K NosHOW HENOABMXHOCTH,
Te >Ke 3araflouHble peyun, Te XKe NPbPKKU, CTPaHHbIe NeCHMW.

Mon Beyep, OCTAHOBMB €€ B ABEPSsX, 1 3aBeJ1 C HEl0 CIeAYIOLLINA pa3roBop.

— «CKa)xu-ka MHe, Kpacasuua, — CApoCuUs A, — 4YTO Tbl Aeflasia CerogHa Ha KpoBJse?» — «A
CMOTpena, oTKyda BeTep AyeT». — «3ayem Tebe?» — «OTKyna BeTep, OTTyda U CYaCTbe». —
«4TO )Ke? pa3Be Thbl MecHel 3a3biBajlia cHacTbe?» — «[ge noertcs, TaM MU CHACTAMBUTCA»., — «A

KakK HepaBHO Hamoewb cebe rope?» — «Hy 410 X? roe He bygeT nydwe, Tam bygeT xyxe, a OT
xyha no pobpa onsaATb Hepaneko»., — «KTo e Tebs Bblydma 3Ty NecH?» — «HUKTO He Bbly4un;
B3OyMaeTCd — 3arol; KOMY YC/biXaTb, TO YC/AbIWWUT; @ KOMY He LOJ/IKHO ChbllwaTb, TOT He
nommeT». — «A Kak Tebsa 30BYyT, MOS MNEBYHbA?» — «KTO KpecTwus, TOT 3HaeT». — «A KTO
KpecTunn?» — «llo4yemMy £ 3Hat?» — «DKasd CKPbITHasA! a BOT A Koe-4To npo Tebs y3Han». (OHa He
n3MeHunacb B nue, He nowesesnbHyna rybammn, Kak 6yaTo He 06 Hen peno). «A y3Han, 4To Tbl
BYepa HouYblo xoamna Ha beper». I TyT 9 O4eHb Ba)kHO Nepeckasas en BCe, 4TO Buaen, Aymas
CMYyTUTb ee — HMMano! OHa 3axoxoTasia BO BCe ropnio. «MHoOro Bmaenu, ga Mano 3HaeTe, Tak
AepXxute nod 3aMovykoM», — «A ecnn 6 4, HanpuMep, B3ayMana OHECTU KOMeHAAHTY?» — U TyT A
cAenan o4YeHb CepbesHylo, Aake CTporyio MmHy. OHa BAPYr MpbIrHyaa, 3anefsa u cKkpbiiacb, Kak
NTUYKa, BbINyrHyTas U3 KycTtapHuka. lNMocnegHne mon cnosa bbiiv BOBCE He Yy MecTa, A Torga He
noao3peBasl UX BAXXHOCTU, HO BMOCNEACTBUM UMES CJlyHal B HUX PAaCKasaATbCA.

TOJIbKO 4TO CMEpPKasoCh, 1 BeNen Ka3aky HarpeTb YanHUK Mo-rnoxXogHOMY, 3aCBETU CBEYY N Cen
y CTosia, NMOKypuBas U3 LOPOXHOM TPYyOKW. YK S 3aKaHYMBas BTOPOW CTakKaH 4as, Kak BAPYr
OBepb CKPbIMHY/a, NEerkuni LWopox MjaTbs W WAroB MOC/AbIWANCSA 3@ MHOW;, A B3APOrHya W
obepHyncsa, — 1o 6bia oHa, Mo yHAMHA! OHa cena NPOTMB MeHSA TUXO0 N 6e3MONIBHO 1 yCcTpeMuna
Ha MeHs rja3a CBOW, U He 3Hal No4YyemMy, HO 3TOT B30pP MNOKa3asCAa MHEe 4YyOHO-HEeXeH; OH MHe
HanoOMHWJ OOWH W3 Tex B3rNa4oB, KOTOpble B CTapble rofAbl Tak CaMOB/IACTHO Urpanau Moek
XUn3Hbto. OHa, Kasanocb, XXpAajla BOMNpOCa, HO S MOJYas, MNOJIHbIA HEU3BbACHUMOro CMYLLEHUS.
JInuo ee 6bINO MOKPbLITO TyCKa0M 61eaHOCTbIO, N306/IMYaBLLEN BOSIHEHME OYLIEBHOE; pyKa ee 6e3
uenn 6poamna No CTony, U 9 3aMeTU Ha Hen Nerknm TpeneT; rpyab ee TO BbICOKO NoAgHMUManach,
TO, Ka3anoCb, OHa yAep)XmBana LblXaHMe. DTa KOMeausa HaymHasna MeHs HajoenaTb, U S roToB
Obl1 NpepBaTbh MoOJIYaHME CaMbliM Mpo3anyeckmm obpasoM, TO eCTb NPenJsIoKUTb el CTakaH 4as,
KaK BOPYr OHa BCKo4Yuaa, obBmaa pykaMmmy MOKO LWIEK, U BJIaXKHbIA, OFHEHHbIN Nouenyin npo3sy4dan
Ha rybax moux. B rnasax y MeHa NOoTeMHeNo, rosioBa 3aKpy>XXuiacbk, 9 CkKas ee B MOUX 06bATUAX
CO BCEK CUJIOI0 IOHOLLUECKOM CTpacTW, HO OHa, Kak 3Mes, CKOJIb3Hy/la MeXOy MOUMU pyKaMmu,
LWernHyB MHe Ha yx0: «HblH4Ye HOYblO, KaK BCe YCHYT, BbIXOAM Ha Beper», — 1 CTpesio BbICKOYUIa
N3 KOMHaTbl. B CEHAX OHa OMPOKMHYla YalHUK 1 CBeYy, CTOABLUYIO Ha Nosny. «3kon bec-geskal!» —
3aKpuyan Kasak, pacnonoXUBLLUMACA Ha COJIOMEe N MeyTaBLUMN COrpeTbCsa oCcTaTKaMy Yad. TONbKO
TYT S ONOMHWJICA.

Yaca 4epe3 pgBa, Korga BCe Ha NPUCTaHW yMOJIKNo0, A pa3byaunn ceBoero kKasaka. «Ecim 4
BbICTPE/II0O M3 nucTosieTa, — cKasan A emy, — To0 6ern Ha 6eper». OH BbiNy4Yusa rnasa u
MallnHanbHO oTBeYan: «Cnywato, Bawe 6naropogme». 9 3aTKHYN 3a MOSC NMUCTONIET W Bbilen.
OHa poxupanacb MeHsl Ha Kpal crnycka; ee ogexnaa bbina bonee Hexenu nerkas, HebonbLomn
NJaToOK OMNosCbIBas ee rmbknm cTaH.

«Mgnte 3a MHOM!» — CKa3ajla OHa, B35IB MEHA 3a PYKY, N Mbl CTa/IN CNycKaTbCA. He noHumalo,



Kak s He cnomun cebe wen; BHU3Y Mbl MOBEPHY/IM HaMpaBo W MOWM N0 TOW e Jopore, rge
HakKaHyHe s cfefoBan 3a cfenbiM. Mecsay ewe He BCTaBaJl, M TOJIbKO ABe 3Be3[04KW, KaK [Ba
cnacuTesibHble Masika, CBepKaJiIM Ha TEMHO-CMHEM CcBofAe. Tskesible BOJIHbl MEPHO U POBHO
KaTuanucb oAHa 3a ApYyrow, enBa npunogbiMas OOUHOKYIO NI0AKY, MNpuYaneHHylo K bepery.
«B3onpem B nogky», — Ckaszajla MOsl CNyTHULA; s Konebancs, 1 He OXOTHUK A0 CEHTUMEHTasIbHbIX
NPOryJsioK Mo Mopto; HO OTCTynaTb 6bIN10 He Bpemsa. OHa NpbIrHysa B 1I0AKY, S 3a HEeW, N He ycnen
eLle ONOMHUTBLCS, KaK 3aMeTu/, 4TO Mbl NJblIBEM. «4TO 3TO 3HAYUT?» — CKa3aj a9 CepaAnTo. «ITO
3HAYUT, — OTBeYasia OHa, Ca)Kad MeHs Ha CKaMbto 1 06BMB MOW CTaH pyKaMm, — 3TO 3HAYUT, 4TO A
Tebsa nwobnio...» N weka ee npmxanacb K Moen, U NOYYBCTBOBaAJI HA IMLE MOEM ee njaMeHHoe
AblXaHue. Bopyr 4TO-TO WYMHO ynajo B BOAY: A XBaTb 3@ NoAC — nucTtoneTta HeT. O, TYT y)KacHoe
nogo3peHne 3aKpasiocb MHe B AYLWY, KPOBb XJiblHyNla MHe B rosioBy!. OrnsgbiBatoCb — Mbl OT
Bepera OKON0 NATUAECATU CakeH, a A He yMelo nnaBaTh! Xo4y ee OTTONKHYTb OT ceba — OHa Kak
KOWKa BLUEnuJacb B MO Oo4eXxAay, W BAPYr CW/bHbIA TONMYOK enBa He cbpocun MeHs B Mope.
Jlooka 3aka4danacb, HO A CNpaBWICA, U MexAy HaMW Havallacb OoTYasiHHasa 6opbba; 6eweHCTBO
npuaaBano MHe CUJibl, HO 1 CKOPO 3aMeTWJ, YTO YyCTyrnat MoeMy NPOTUBHUKY B JIOBKOCTU... «4ero
Tbl X04eLWb?» — 3aKpuyaa A, KPernko CxKaB ee MaJiIeHbKNe pyKW; nablbl ee XpycTesnn, HO OHa He
BCKPUKHYJa: ee 3MenHas HaTypa Bblaep)Kasa 3Ty MNbITKY.

«Tbl BUOEN, — OTBEYasia OHa, — Thl AOHECElb!» — U CBEPXbECTECTBEHHLIM YCUJIMEM MOBannIa
MeHA Ha 6opT; Mbl oba Mo NOAC CBECUINCL U3 JIOAKW, ee BOJIOChl Kacasncb BOAbl: MUHYTa Obinia
pewunTenbHasa. 9 ynepcs KOJIeHKOK B AHO, CXBAaTWJ/l €e OOHOM PYKOW 3a KOCy, APYrom 3a ropno,
OHa BbINYCTW/1a MO0 04eXAY, U 1 MTHOBEHHO cOpocu ee B BOJIHbI.
Bbino y>Xe [OBOMLHO TEMHO; rOJI0OBa €e MesibKHyNa pa3a ABa Cpeaun MOPCKOW neHbl, n 6onblie s
HM4Yero He BuAan...
Ha oHe nogkum s Hawen rnosoBMHY CTaporo Becjla M Koe-Kak, nocse A0JIrUX YCUIUR, npudanmn K
npuctaHn. Mpobupascb beperom K cBoen xaTe, A HEBOJIbHO BCMATPMBAJICA B Ty CTOPOHY, rae
HakKaHyHe cnenon AoXNAalCcs HOYHOIro MJIOBLA; JiyHa Y>Ke KaTuiacb rno Heby, 1 MHe NoKa3anoch,
4YTO KTO-TO B 6enom cmnpen Ha bepery; s noakpancs, NnoACTPEKaeMbln NobBONLITCTBOM, U Npuier B
TpaBe Hajg obpbiBOM Oepera; BbICYHYB HEMHOIO roJIoBy,  MOI XOpOLWO BUAETb C yTeca BCe, 4TO
BHM3Y [esiajioCb, W He O04YeHb YAMBWUACA, a no4yTu obpapgoBancs, y3HaB MoK pycanky. OHa
BbDKMMasia MOPCKYK MEHY W3 AJIMHHbIX BOMOC CBOUX; MOKpasa pybawka obpucosbiBana rnbkunm
CTaH ee 1 BbICOKYI rpyab. CKOpo nokasasacb BAann noaka, 6bictpo npnbnmisnnacb oHa; 13 Hee,
KaK HakKaHyHe, Bbillesl 4YesiloBeK B TaTapCKOM Lanke, HO CTpuMXXeH OH Obln Mno-Kasauku, 1 3a
PEMEHHbLIM MOSACOM ero Topyasa BonbLION HOX. «AHKO, — CKa3aJjia OHa, — BCe mponano!» NoTtom
Pa3roBOp UX NPOAOJIKAICA TaK TUXO, 4TO A HUYEro He MOr pacc/biWwaTbh. «A FAe e C/enon?» —
CKa3afn HakoHel, 1HKO, BO3BbICS Fosi0C. «5 ero nocnana», — 6bla1 O0TBET. Yepe3 HECKONIbKO MUHYT
ABWJICSA U CNENOoW, Talla Ha CMUHE MELLOK, KOTOPbIN NOMI0XKWUAN B JIOAKY.
— Mocnywan, cnenon! — ckasan AHKO, — Tbl bepern To MecTo... 3Haewb? TaM boraTble ToBapbl...
CKaXun (MMeHW s He paccnbiwarn), 4To A eMy 6bonblle He cayra; gena nowsnm Xyno, OH MeHs
bonbwe He yBMAWT; Ternepb OMACHO; noeany McKaTb paboTbl B APYroM MecTe, a eMy Y)X Takoro
yhanbua He HanmTu. [la ckaxku, kabbl OH mony4ywe nnaTuna 3a Tpyabl, Tak U AHKO 6bl ero He
NMOKWHYN;, a MHe Be3de Oopora, roe ToJIbKO BeTep AyeT M Mope wymut! — [locne HeKoToporo
MoSYaHUA AHKO npogosmkan: — OHa noefeT CO MHOK; e/ HeNb3s 3[eCb 0OCTaBaTbCs; a CTapyxe
CKaXW, 4To, AeckaTb, Mopa yMuUpaTb, 3aXKnacb, HaAo 3HaTb N YeCTb. Hac e 6onblue He yBUOWUT.
— A 9?7 — cKasan cnenomn »anobHbIM ros0CcoM.
— Ha 410 MHe Teba? — 6bin oTBET.

Mexay TeM MOSl YHOMHa BCKO4YMUIA B JIOAKY U MaxHyJla TOBapULLY PYKOK; OH YTO-TO MOJIOXWII



c/ienomy B pyKy, npuMonBue: «Ha, kynn cebe NpAHNKOB». — «TOJIbKO?» — CKa3aj cnenon. — «Hy,
BOT Tebe ewe», — M ynaBllas MOHeTa 3a3BeHesna, yaapscb 0 KaMeHb. Cnenon ee He MNoAHS.
AHKO cen B N0AKY, BeTep Ayn oT 6epera, OHM NOAHANN MaNleHbKUN napyc U BbiICTPO MOHECUCH.
Honro npn ceeTe Mecsua MenbKas napyc MexAay TEMHbIX BOJIH; C/Ienon MasibYMK TOYHO Mjakan,
[onro, 0onaro... MHe ctano rpyctHo. M 3a4em 6bin10 cyabbe KUHYTb MEHSI B MUPHbIA KPYT YEeCTHbIX
KoHTpabaHanctos? Kak KaMeHb, OpOWEHHbLIN B T[AadAKUM WCTOYHUK, S BCTPEBOXWUI KX
CNOKOWCTBUE N, KaK KaMeHb, eBa CaM He nowien Ko AHy!

A Bo3BpaTWUSCA OOMOW. B ceHAX Tpellana LOropesllas cBe4Ya B OepeBAHHOW Tapesike, U Ka3ak
MOW, BOMPEKN NPUKa3aHUIO, Cnas KPernknuMm CHOM, gep>xa pyxbe obenmm pykamu. 9 ero octasuna B
rMokKoe, B35J1 CBeYy M nowen B xaTy. YBbl! MOS WKaTysKa, wWawka ¢ cepebpsHon onpaBown,
[arecTaHCKUA KNUHXan — MoAapoK NpusaTens — BCe Mcyesno. TyT-To A Aorafasics, Kakme selm
Talwna NpokNATbIN cnernon. Pa3zbyans Ka3aka AOBOJIbHO HEBEXJIMBLIM TOJIYKOM, 1 nobpaHun ero,
nocepauncsa, a genatb 6bi10 Hevero! M He cMelwHOo nn 6b110 Bbl XKanoBaTbCA HaYasbCTBY, 4TO
cnenomn Manbymk MeHst obokpas, a BOCbMHaALATUNETHAA OEeBYLUKA YYyTb-4yTb HEe yTONnna?

CnaBa bory, noyTpy $sBW/jacb BO3MOXHOCTb €XaTb, U A oCTaBua TaMaHb. YTO CTasocb C
cTapyxom u ¢ 6egHbIM cnenbiM — He 3Hal. [la U Kakoe Oeno MHe 0o pagocTtenm m bencrteun
yesloBe4YeCckuX, MHe, CTpaHCTByLeMYy oduuepy, Aa eue C NoOOPOXHOW N0 Ka3eHHoun
HapobHocTK!..

KoHel, nepBoi 4acTu



