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Korpa B rybepHckom ropoge C. npues)xume >aJloBaJIMCb Ha CKYKY M ofHOoobGpasne XKU3HU, TO
MeCTHble XUTenn, Kak bbl onpaBAbiBasCb, FOBOPUN, 4TO, HanpoTus, B C. o4eHb xopoLwo, 4T1o B C.
ecTb bmbnmnoTteka, TeaTp, ky6, OGbiBaT 6anbl, 4TO, HaKOHEL, €CTb YMHble, WHTEpPECHbIE,
NPUATHbIE CEMbU, C KOTOPbIMA MOXHO 3aBeCTU 3HaKOMCTBa. M yKasbiBain Ha ceMblo TYPKUHbIX
KaK Ha camyto 06pa3oBaHHYIO U TaNaHTMBYIO.

DTa CceMbs XWNa Ha rnaBHOW ynuue, Bo3ne rybepHaTopa, B cobcTBeHHOM gome. Cam TypKuH,
MBaH MNeTpoBMY, NONHbLIN, KpacuBbIn BptoHET ¢ BakeHaMun, yCcTpauBaa JlobuTtenbCckmne cnekTakam
61aroTBOPUTENBHOK Lesblo, CaM Urpas CTapbiX reHepasioB M Npu 3TOM Kalsa 04€Hb CMeLUHO.
OH 3HaN MHOro aHeKA4OoTOB, LWapaj, NoroBOpokK, NObu WyTUTb U OCTPUTL, U BCerga y Hero 6bio
TakKoe Bblpa)keHne, 4TOo HeNb3s 6bl10 NOHATL, WYTUT OH WUIN FOBOPUT cepbe3Ho. XKeHa ero, Bepa
NocudoBHa, xypowasas, MUIOBUAHAA JaMa B pince-nez, nucaja NoBeCcTM U POMaHbl U OXOTHO
ynTana Mx BCAyX CBOMM rocTaM. [oyb, EkaTepuHa WBaHOBHa, Monogas AeByllKa, urpana Ha
posne. OQHUM C/IOBOM, Y KaXAoOro 4jaeHa cembu 6bill Kakom-Hubyab CBOWM TanaHT. TYpPKUHbI
NPUHUMANN rocTen paayLwHoO 1 NoKasbiBasn UM CBOW TaslaHTbl BECENO, C CepaevyHOon npocTtoTon. B
nx 60NbLLIOM KaMeHHOM gome 6blsI0 MPOCTOPHO M NIeTOM NPOoXJlaAHO, NOJIOBUHA OKOH BbiXOoAusa B
CTapbli TEHUCTbIN caf, rae BeCHOW nenu COJIOBbW; KOrga B AOMe cuienu roctm, To B KyxHe
CTy4Yann HOXXaMun, BO ABOPE Maxsio XapeHbiM JIyKOM — N 3TO BCAKUN pa3 npeaseliano obusbHbIN
N BKYCHbIA Y>XKVH.

N pokTopy CtapueBy, OMuTputo MoHbivy, Korga oH 6bla1 TONbKO YTO Ha3Ha4YeH 3eMCKMM BPayoMm
n nocenunca B Oanuke, B pAeBATM Bepctax oT C., ToXe TroBOPWIN, 4YTO €My, Kak
WHTEeNSINFeHTHOMY 4YeNoBeKy, He0OX0ANMO NMO3HAKOMUTBLCA C TYPKMHBIMU. Kak-TO 3uMon Ha ynuue
ero npeacrtasunn KMeaHy lMeTpoBuyy; NMoroBopuan O noroae, 0 TeaTpe, O xojiepe, NocaenoBaso
npurnaweHune. BecHon, B npasgHMK — 3T0 6bilno0 Bo3HeceHue, — nocne npuema 60JbHbIX,
CTapueB OoTnpaBuaCA B ropon, 4Tobbl pa3BaedbCsi HEMHOXXKO U KCTaTu KynuTb cebe koe-4T1o. OH
Len newkKomMm, He cneLa (CBoux fiowanen y Hero ewe He 6b1a10), 1 BCE BpeMS HamneBasl:

Korpga ewe s He nua cne3 n3 vyawm bbiTus...

B ropone oH moobenan, norynsn B cagy, MOTOM Kak-TO camo cobol npuiio emMy Ha namMsThb
npurnawexHne lMeaHa leTpoBMYa, N OH pewuns CXoauTb K TYPKUHbIM, MOCMOTPETb, 4YTO 3TO 3a
noan.

— 30paBCTBYMTE NOXKaNyNCTa, — CKa3an MBaH leTpoBuY, BCTpeYas ero Ha Kpblibue. — O4eHsb,
OYeHb paj BUAETb TAaKOro NpUSATHOro rocTts. MNonaemTe, 5 NpencTaBao Bac cBoen 61aroBepHoON.
7 rosopto emy, Bepo4dka, — nNpogosKan OH, NpeacTaBsifsa LOKTOPA XXEHE, — 5 eMy FOBOPHO, YTO OH
He MMeeT HUKAKOro pMMCKOro rnpaBa cunaeTb y ceba B 6osbHULE, OH OO/KEH OTAaBaTb CBOW
nocyr obuwecTsy. He npasaa i, AyuweHbka?

— CagunTtecb 34mecb, — ropopuia Bepa MocudoBHa, ca)kasa roctsa Bossie cebs. — Bbl MoxeTe
yXaXKmBaTb 3@ MHOW. Mol My>X peBHMB, 3TO OTenno, HO Bellb Mbl MOCTapaeMcs BeCcTu cebs Tak,
4YTO OH HWYEro He 3aMeTuT.



— AX Thbl, Ublnka, 6as0BHNLA... — HEXHO NpobopmoTan MeaH lMeTpoBuY n nouenosan ee B 106. —
Bbl 04eHb KCTaTu noxkasnoBann, — obpaTuacsa OoH ONATb K rocTio, — Mos BnaroBepHasa Hanucana
BONbLWMHCKUIA poMaH 1 cerogHa byaeT YnTaTb ero BCIyX.

— MaHuukK, — cka3ana Bepa MocudosHa Myxy, — dites que I'on nous donne du thél.

CtapueBy npenctasuanm EkaTepuHy VBaHOBHY, BOCEMHaLUATUNETHIOW [LEBYLUKY, OYeHb
MOXOXKYI0 Ha MaTb, TaKylo e Xy[oLaBy U MUI0OBUAHYIO. Bblpa)keHne y Hee BbIJ10 ewe geTckoe
N Tannsa TOHKas, HeXXHas; U OeBCTBEHHas, y)Ke pa3BuTas rpyab, Kpacueas, 340poBas, rosopusaa o
BeCHe, HacTosuwen BecHe. [lOTOM MuAM Yal C BapeHbeMm, C MeLOM, C KOH(eTaMnm U C O4YeHb
BKYCHbIMU MeYeHbsAMUN, KOTopble Tasnn Bo pTy. C HAacTynaeHMeM Beyepa Mao-noMasy CxXoansincb
roCcTu, N K KaXxaoMy 13 Hux MieaH MNMeTpoBun4y obpawian cBOU CMeloLmecs rsiasa n ropopu:

— 34paBCTBYNTE NOXaJyNCTa.

MoToM BCe cmaenu B roCTUHON, C O4YeHb Cepbe3HbIMU NuuamMu, n Bepa MlocnudgoBHa 4YnTana CeBon
poMaH. OHa Havana Tak: «Mopo3 kpenyasn...» OKHa BblIN OTBOPEHbI HAaCTEXb, CAbILLHO BbIN0, Kak
Ha KyXHe CTy4Yasim HOXXaMu, U LOHOCUJICA 3anax »XXapeHoro syka... B Markmx, rnybokmnx kpecnax
Obl/I0 MOKOWMHO, OFHM MUranan TakK N1TaCKOBO B CyMepKaX FOCTMHOW; WU Ternepb, B NIETHUN Beyep,
Korga goseTtanu C yauubl rosoca, CMex U NOoTArnmBasio Co ABOpPa CUPEHb, TPYAHO ObII0 MOHATH,
KakK 3TO Kpen4as MOPO3 M KaK 3axoguBLiee COJIHLEe OcCBellasio CBOMMU XONOAHbIMU Jly4aMu
CHEXXHYI0 paBHUHY N NyTHWKa, OAVMHOKO Leflwero rno gopore; Bepa MocuoBHa Yntana o ToMm,
Kak Mosiogas, Kpacmasa rpauHsa ycTtpamBana y cebs B AepeBHe WKObl, 60sbHULbLI, BubnnoTekun
N Kak OHa nostbuna CTpaHCTBYOLWEro XygoXXHNKa, — YnTasna 0 TOM, 4ero HMKorga He bObiBaeT B
XKM3HW, N BCe-Taku caywaTb Obl10 npuaTHO, yaobHO, m B rONOBY LWAM BCE Takue xopoliume,
MOKOMHbIE MbIC/IN, — HE XOTENI0Cb BCTaBaTh.

— HepypcTBeHHO... — TuUxo nporosopwus MiBaH lNeTpoBuy.

A O0OVH M3 rocTten, caywas n yHOCACb MbIC/ISIMU Ky[a-TO OYeHb, OYeHb [ajieko, CKasas enBa
C/bILIHO:

— [la... eNncTBUTENbHO...

Mpowen 4ac, apyro. B ropoAckoM cagy no CcocencTBy Urpas OPKecTp U nes Xop NeCeHHUKOB.
Koroa Bepa WocudoBHa 3akpblla CBOK TeTpalb, TO MWUHYT MATb MoJsYanuM W Ccaywanu
«JIy4MHYLIKY>», KOTOPYIO Mes Xop, M 3Ta NecHa nepepasasia To, Yero He OblJIO B pOMaHe U 4TO
OblBaeT B XXU3HN.

— Bbl meyaTaeTe cBOM NponsBeneHns B XXypHanax? — cnpocun y Bepbl MocuosHbl CTapues.
— HeT, — oTBe4ana oHa, — 5 HUrge He nevaTtato. Hanuwy n cnpsady y ceba B wkany. Ona vyero
nevyaTtaTb? — NosACHWMIa oHa. — Beab Mbl MeeM cpecTBa.

N BCe noyeMy-TO B3AOXHYN.

— A Tenepsb Tbl, KOTUK, Cbirpan 4To-HMbYab, — cKa3an MiBaH MeTpoBunYy goyepu.

MooHANM y posaNa KPbIWKY, PacKpbsIN HOTbI, JieXXaBLUMe y>Xe HaroTtose. EkaTepuHa MBaHOBHa
cena n obenmmMnm pykammn ygapuia no KjaaBuwaMm; U NOTOM TOTYaC e onATb ydapwusia M30 BCen
CWUNbl, N ONATb, N ONATh; NJEYN U rpyab Y Hee CoOApOorasncb, OHa ynpaMo ygapssaa BCE no 0O4HOMY
MeCTY, U Ka3aloCb, YTO OHa He nepecTaHeT, NokKa He BobbeT KnaBuLen BHYTPb posna. FocTuHas
Hano/IHWMACb FPOMOM; FpemMesio BCE: U Noa, U NOTONOK, U Mmebenb... EkaTepuHa iBaHOBHa mrpana
TPYAOHbI MaccaX, WHTEPEeCHbIn WMMEHHO CBOEl TPYOHOCTbIO, OJIMHHBLIA M O0OHOOGpa3HbIN, W”
CtapueB, cnywas, pucoan cebe, Kak C BbICOKOM ropbl CbIMJOTCA KaMHW, CbIMJOTCA U BCE
CbINOTCHA, U eMy XOTenocCb, 4Tobbl OHM MNOCKOpee nepecTann CbiNaTbCA, U B TO Xe BpeMms
EkaTepuHa VBaHOBHA, po30Bas OT HaMps>KeHus, CUIbHas, SHepPrnyHas, C JIOKOHOM, yrnaBLUUM Ha
no6, o4eHb HpaBunacb emy. Mocne 3uMbl, NpoBefeHHON B Aannxe, cpean 60NbHbIX N MY>XUNKOB,
cnaeTb B FOCTUHOW, CMOTpPEeTb Ha 3TO MOJIoLOe, U3SALWHOEe W, BEPOSATHO, YMUCTOEe CyLLeCTBO U



caywaTb 3TU WYMHble, HagoeAIMBble, HO BCE XXe KYJIbTYpPHble 3BYKWU, — OblI0 Tak MPUSATHO, TakK
HOBO...
— Hy, KoTuk, ceronHa Tbl Urpana, Kak HMKorga, — ckasan ViBaH lNeTpoBuY co csie3aMu Ha rnasax,
Korga ero no4b KoH4Yuna 1 BCTana. — YMpu, [leHnc, nyywe He Hanuwellb.

Bce okpyxunm ee, no3apaBnsnm, N3yMAsaNCb, YBEPSAIN, YTO OABHO Yy)Xe He C/blXaJn TaKoun
MY3blKW, @ OHa Ciaylana MoJsYa, 4YyTb ynblibasAcb, M Ha Bcen ee durype 6bsI0 HanMcaHoO

TOP>XXeCTBO.
— lNpekpacHo! npesocxogHo!

— [MpekpacHo!— ckasan u CrapueB, nognaBascb obuwemy yBnedyeHunto. — Bbl roe y4mnucb
My3blke? — crnpocua oH y EkaTepuHbl IBaHOBHbLI. — B KOHCepBaTopun? — HeT, B KOHCEpBaTOPUIO
A ewe ToJIbKO cobmpatoCb, a NOKa yyumnacb 34ecb, y MadaM 3aB/IOBCKON. — Bbl KOHYMAN KypC B

30eWwHen rumMmHasnmn?

— O HeT! — oTBeTuNa 3a Hee Bepa WNocudoBHa. — Mbl npuriawann yduTesnenm Ha LOM, B
F’MMHa3nn >XXe WIn B UHCTUTYTE, Corfacutecb, MOram ObiTb OypHble BANAHUA; MOKa [OEBYyLUKa
pacTeT, OHa O0JIKHA HaXoAUTbCA No4 BANAHUEM OAHOMN TOJIbKO MaTepu.

— A BCe-Taku B KOHCepBaTOpUIO g noely, — ckasasna EkatepunHa lIBaHOBHa.

— HeT, KoTuk ntobut csoto mamy. KOTUK He CTaHeT oropyaTb nany n Mamy.

— HerT, noepy! lMNoeny! — cka3ana EkaTepuHa VBaHOBHa, WYyTA WU KarnpusHW4asa, U TOMHysa
HOXXKOW.

A 33 yXWHOM Yyxe VBaH [lMeTpoBUY NoOKa3biBasl CBOW TasaHTbl. OH, CMeACb OLHUMU TOJIbKO
rnasamm, pacckasblBasl aHeKLOTbl, OCTpWUJ, Npensarajs CMellHble 3a4a4M U CcaM Xe peLllan Ux u
BCE BpeMS roBopuJl Ha CBOEM HeOObIKHOBEHHOM £i3blke, BbIpabOTaHHOM AOAMMMU YNPaKHEHUSMUN
B OCTPOYMUW W, OYEBUOHO, [OABHO Y)Xe BOWEeAWEM Yy Hero B MNPUBbIYKY: OONbLUMHCKUNA,
HeOoypCTBEHHO, MOKOpP4YMI0 Bac brnarogapio...

Ho 3To 6bin10 He BCE. Korga rocTtu, CbiTble U AO0BOJIbHbIE, TONNWAUCL B nepeaHen, pasbupas
CBOM MasibTO U TPOCTU, OKOJIO HUX cyeTunca nakenm MNaenylwa, UWin, Kak ero 3eanu 3gech, asa,
MaJib4UK NeT YeTblpHaALUATN, CTPUXKEHbIW, C NMOJIHBIMU LLIEKaMW.

— A Hy-Ka, MNMaBa, nsobpasn! — ckasan emy MeaH MeTpoBuy.

MaBa cTan B NO3y, NOAHAN BBEPX PYKY M MPOroBOPWJI Tparn4eckmum TOHOM:
— YMpwu, HecyacTHas!

M Bce 3axoxoTanu.

«3aHATHO», — nogyman CTapues, BbIXOOA Ha yuLLy.

OH 3awen ewe B pecTopaH U BbINWA NMBa, NOTOM OTMPAaBUACA MewKkoMm K cebe B Oanux. Len
OH 1 BCIO J,OpOry Hanesat:

TBOW rosnoc gss MeHs, N N1aCKOBbIN, U TOMHbIN...

MNponas AeBsTb BEPCT M MOTOM JIOXKacCb CNaTb, OH He YyBCTBOBaJ1 HN Manelllen ycTtanocTu, a
HaAaNpPOTWUB, EMY Ka3aJloCb, YTO OH C YA0BOJIbCTBMEM MNpoLuesn Obl elle BepcT ABaALATh.
«HenypCcTBEHHO...» — BCMOMHWJI OH, 3acbinas, 1 3acCMessics.



CTtapueB Bcé cobmpancs K TYpKMHbIM, HO B 6onbHULE BbI/10 04€Hb MHOIO PaboThbl, N OH HUKaK He
Mor BblIbpaTb cBobOAHOro Yaca. Mpowno 6osblie roga Takum obpa3om B Tpydax U OOAMHOYECTBE;
HO BOT U3 ropoja NpuHecan NMCbMO B roslyboM KOHBepTE...

Bepa WocuoBHa LaBHO yXXe CTpajasla MUTPeHbl, HO B nocjsiegHee Bpems, Korga KoTuk
KaXXAbll AeHb nyrana, 4To yeaeT B KOHCEPBATOPUIO, NPUMagKN CTaan NOBTOPATbLCS BCE Yauwe. Y
TYpPKUHBLIX NepebbiBasin BCe rOponCKMEe Bpayu; AOLUsla HakKoHeL, o4yepenb M OO 3eMCKoro. Bepa
NocudoBHa Hanucana emy TporaTesibHOe NMUCbMO, B KOTOPOM MpoCusia ero npmexaTb u obneryntb
ee cTpagaHusa. CTapueB npuexan n nocae 3Toro ctan boeiBaTb Y TYPKUHbIX YacTo, O4eHb 4acTo...
OH B camMoM fesie HeMHOXXKO nomMmor Bepe NocuoBHe, 1 OHa BCEM FOCTAM y>Xe roBopwusa, 4To 370
HEOObIKHOBEHHbIN, YAUBUTENbHbIA AOKTOP. HO €341Nn OH K TYPKUHbBIM y>XKe He paan ee MUrpPeHW...

Mpa3gHUYHbIN OeHb. EkaTepnHa MBaHOBHa KOH4YWa CBOU OJIMHHbIE, TOMUTEJIbHbIE 3K3epCUChI
Ha posne. [NoTOM [OAF0 CMOenn B CTOJIOBOM M NMUAX 4al, u MiBaH eTpoBMY paccKasbiBasa 4TO-TO
CMeLlHoe. Ho BOT 3BOHOK; HY>XHO ObIJ10 MATN B nepefHio BCTpeYaTb Kakoro-to roctd; Ctapues
BOCMOJIb30BaJICA MMWHYTOMN 3amellaTenbCTBa M CKa3an EkaTepumHe MBaHOBHe LWENOTOM, CUJIbHO
BOJIHYSACb:

— Pagwn 6ora, ymonsio Bac, He My4anTe MeHs, nongemTe B caa!

OHa no)ana naevyamu, kak bbl HeJoyMeBas U He MOHMMas, YTO eMy HY>XXHO OT Hee, HO BCTasa "
nowuna.

— Bbl Mo Tpu, No 4YeTbipe Yaca UrpaeTe Ha possie, — roBopwua OH, NASA 3a Her, — NOTOM cnauTe C
MaMOM, N HeT HUKaKoW BO3MOXHOCTW MOroBopuTb C BaMu. [lanTe MHe XOTb 4YeTBepTb Yaca,
yMOJISit0 Bac.

Mpubnmxanacb O0CeHb, N B CTapOM cafgy Obl1I0 TUXO, FPYCTHO M Ha anfeax nexanam TeMHble
NNCTbA. Y)Ke paHO CMepKanocCh.

— 91 He BuAaen Bac uenyl Hepento, — nponosikan Crtapues, — a ecnn 6bl Bbl 3HaNN, Kakoe 3TO
cTpagaHue! CagemTe. BoichywanTe MeHs.

Y 06oux 6bis10 Nnobrmoe MecTo B cafy: CKaMbs NoA CTapbiM LUMPOKUM KieHOM. W Tenmepb cenm
Ha 3Ty CKaMblO.

— Y10 BaM yrogHo? — cnpocuia EkaTtepuHa ViBaHOBHa CyXx0, 4e/N0BbIM TOHOM.
— 4 He BuAen Bac Uesyl0 Hefes, A He C/blWai Bac TakK AO0JIro. 4 CTPacTHO XO4y, S XKaxkay
Ballero roJsioca. FoBopuTe.

OHa BOCXULLaNa ero CBOEK CBEXEeCTbK, HAaMBHbLIM BblpakeHWeM rnas u wek. Jaxe B TOM, Kak
Cnaeno Ha Hewn naaTbe, OH BUAEN YTO-TO HEOOLIKHOBEHHO MWUJI0E, TporaTesbHOE CBOEN NPOCTOTOMN
N HauBHOW rpaunen. 1 B To e Bpemsi, HECMOTPSA Ha 3Ty HAMBHOCTb, OHa Ka3ajaCb €My O4YeHb
YMHON N pa3BuTon He no netam. C HeM OH MOr roBOpUTb O NuTepaType, 06 NCKYCCTBE, O YeMm
YrOAHO, MO >KaJZIoBaTbCH €M Ha >»XW3Hb, Ha J04en, XOTA BO BpeMs Cepbe3HOro pasrosopa,
C/Nly4anocCb, OHa BAPYr HEKCTaTW HaduHana cMmeaTbCa uam yberana B goM. OHa, Kak Mo4YTwM BCe
C—Wne JeBYLKN, MHOro YmTana (Boobuie xe B C. YnTanm o4eHb Masno, 1 B 3aewwHen bubnmorteke
TakK 1 roBOPWJIN, YTO ecn Bbl He OEBYLLIKN U HE MOJI0Able eBpPen, TO XOTb 3akpbiBa 6ubnmoTeky);
3T0 6eckoHe4YHO HpaBuiiocb CTapueBy, OH C BOJIHEHWEM CrpallnBai y Hee BCAKUIA pa3, 0 YeM OHa
4yuTana B NocnegHuMe OHW, U, O4apOBaHHbLIN, Caywan, Korga oHa pacckasbiBana.



— YTO Bbl YNTaNM Ha 3TON Hepesne, NOKa Mbl HE BUOENNCb? — CMPOCUA OH Tenepb. — [oBOpUTE,
rnpowly Bac.

— 4 ynTtana lNncemckoro.

— YT0 MMeHHOo?

— «Tbica4ya Aayw», — oTBeTuna KoTuk. — A KaK cCMewHo 3Basn [lucemckoro: Anekcen
deopunakTbiy!
— Kyga e Bbl? — yxacHynca CTapueB, Korga oHa BAPYr BCTajsa M nowsa K gomy. — MHe

HeobXx0aMMO MOroBOPUTb C BaMU, A AO/IKEH 00bACHUTLCSA... [TobyabTe CO MHOM XOTb NATb MUHYT!
3aksnHato Bac!

OHa ocTaHoBMACb, Kak Bbl Xenasd 4To-TO CKa3aTb, MOTOM HEJIOBKO CyHYyJla €My B PYKY 3aMnnCKy
n nobe)xana B 4OM, 1 TaM OMATb Cena 3a posfib.

«CerogHs, B 0AMHHaALATh 4acoB Be4yepa, — npo4vyen Ctapues, — byabTe Ha Knanbulle Bo3ne
namMaTHUKa [eMeTTu».

«Hy, y>X 3TO COBCEM HE YMHO, — nogyman oH, npuasa B cebsa. — lMpn 4em TyT knagbuwe? Ond
yero?»

bbino AcHo: KoTuk pypaduiacb. KoMy, B camoOM fene, npuaeT Ccepbe3HOo B roJIoOBY Ha3HavaTb
CBUOAHME HO4Ybl0, AasieKo 3a ropoaoMm, Ha knagbuuie, Korga 3TO NIErKO MOXXHO YCTPOUTb Ha
yauue, B ropoAckoMm cagy? U K nnuy nm eMy, 3eMCKOMY LOKTOPY, YMHOMY, COJIMAHOMY Yesl0BeKY,
B3ObIXaTb, MOJlydaTb 3aMNnCO4YKW, TackaTbCA No Knapnbuwam, genaTtb raynocTu, Hag KOTOPbIMU
CMelTCs Tenepb AaKe NMMHa3ucThli? K 4yeMy noBedeT 3TOT poMaH? YTO CKa)KyT TOBapuLLmM, Korga
y3HatoT? Tak gyman CtapueB, 6poas B knybe OKosI0 CTOMOB, @ B MOJIOBUHE OAUHHAALATOr0 BOPYr
B35J1 U Noexan Ha Knagbuuie.

Y Hero yxe 6bla cBOS Mapa nowanen n kKydyep NMaHTtenenMmoH B GapxaTHoOM xuneTtke. CeeTuna
nyHa. bbiio Tuxo, Tenno, Ho Tenao MNo-oceHHeMmy. B npeamecTtbe, okono 6oeH, BbiIn cobaku.
CTapueB oCTaBW JIOWIAAEN Ha Kpato ropoda, B O4HOM U3 NEPEYJSIKOB, a caM Mnollen Ha Knagbuuie
MewwKoMm. «Y BCAKOro CBOU CTPAHHOCTWU, — AyMas OoH. — KOTuK ToXXe CTpaHHasa M — KTO 3HaeT? —
OblTb MOXXET, OHa He LYTUT, NPUAeT», — N OH OTAaJICA 3TOW cnabon, NycTon Hagexxne, U oHa
onbsiHW/A ero.

C noneepcCTbl OH mpowen noneM. Knagbuuwe obo3Havyanocb BAANM TEMHOM MOJIOCOM, KaK nec
nnn 6onbwon capn. MNokasanacb orpaga w3 6enoro kKamHs, BopoTa... [pm nyHHOM cBeTe Ha
BOPOTax MO>XHO 6b1s10 NpoYvecTb: «pageT Yyac B OHb Xe...» CTapueB BOLWEN B KaUTKy, N nepsoe,
4YTO OH yBMAEN, 3TO Benble KpecTbl U MaMATHUKN Mo 06e CTOPOHbI LUMPOKOWN anien N YepHble TeHN
OT HMX W OT TOMONEN; N KPYrom paneko 6biso BMAHO 6esloe M 4epHOE, N COHHble OepeBbs
CKJIOHSAM cBOou BeTBM Hag 6enbiM. Ka3zanocb, 4TO 34ecb OblI0 CBeT/er, 4Yem B MoJse; JINCTbS
KJIEHOB, MOX0>XXMe Ha Jlanbl, Pe3KO BbIAENAINCL Ha XXENTOM Necke annen n Ha NAnuTax, n Hagnucu
Ha nNamMsaTHMKax 6binnm sacHbl. Ha nepBbix nopax CTapueBa mMopasnsio TO, 4TO OH BuAen Tenepb
rMepBbIA Pa3 B XXU3HW N 4ero, BEPOSATHO, BosiblUe y)XKe He CNYYUTCHA BUAETh: MUP, HE MOXOXUNA HU
Ha 4TO Apyroe, — MUP, FAe TakK XOPOoLW W MArOK JIYHHbIA CBET, TOYHO 34ecCb ero Konwlbenb, roe
HET >XW3HW, HEeT M HeT, HO B Ka)XAOM TeMHOM Torosie, B KaXXOOW Moruae 4yBCTBYeTCH
NPUCYTCTBME TalHbl, obewatolien XU3Hb TUXYI, MPEeKpPacHyl, BeyHyw. OT nanT M yBAALWMX
LLBETOB, BMEcTe C OCEHHUM 3amnaxoM JINCTbEB, BEET MPOLLEHNEM, NeYasblo N MOKOEM.

Kpyrom 6e3monsue; B rnybokom cmumpeHunm ¢ Heba cmoTpenn 3Be3gbl, U warun Crapuea
pa3faBasiNCb TaK Pe3Ko M HeKCTaTu. W Tonbko Korga B LepKBU CcTanu 6uTb 4acbl 1 oH Boobpa3nn
camoro cebsa MepTBbIM, 3apbiTbiM 34€Cb HABEKW, TO €My MOoKa3asoCb, YTO KTO-TO CMOTPUT Ha
HEero, U1 OH Ha MWHYTY NogyMaJs, 4TO 3TO He MOKOW W He TULWIMHA, a rayxasa Tocka HebbiTus,
nofaBJsieHHOE OTHasHMe...



MamMaTHUK [demMeTTn B BMAE YaCOBHM, C aHresioMm HaBepxy; Korga-to B C. 6blna npoesgnom
nTanbsHCKasa orepa, ofgHa M3 MeBul, yMepsa, ee MOXOPOHW/IN U NOCTaBWIW 3TOT MaMATHUK. B
ropofe y)xe HUKTO He MOMHWUA O HeW, HO JlaMnajka Haj BXOLOM OTpakasia JIYHHbIA CBET u,
Kas3aJsocb, ropena.

Hukoro He 6b1n10. la 1 KTO NonAeT cioga B NosiHOYL? Ho CTapueB x4asa, U, TOYHO JIYHHbIA CBET
nogorpesan B HeM CTpacCTb, XAaJs CTPAaCTHO N pucoBan B BoobpaxkeHun nouenyu, obbvaTmsa. OH
nocuaen oKoJsio NamMAaTHUKa C nosa4vaca, NOTOM npowencs no GOKOBbIM anfiesaM, Co LWAAMON B pyKe,
noaxungas M gymas O TOM, CKOJIbKO 34eCb, B 3TUX MOrusax, 3apbiTO »XEHLWUH U LeBYyLlIeK,
KoTopble 6blNM KpacuBbl, O4apoBaTe/bHbl, KOTopble Ntbunu, cropaanm No Ho4YaM CTPacTbio,
oTAaBasAChb slacke. Kak B CYLLHOCTM HEXOPOLUO LWYTUT Haj YeN0BEKOM MaTb-npupoaa, Kak obngHo
co3HaBaTb 370! CTapueB AyMas TakK, U B TO Xe BpeMs eMy XOTeJIoOCb 3aKpu4yaTb, YTO OH XO4eT,
4YTO OH XAeT nbBu BO 4TO Obl TO HM CTano; nepen HMM 6enenm yxe He KyCKM Mpamopa, a
rnpekpacHble Tena, oH Buaen popmbl, KOTOpble CThIAANBO MPATaINCh B TEHU OepeBbeB, OLLyLllar
Tenno, U 3TO TOMJIEHNE CTAaHOBUJIOCh TATOCTHbLIM...

N To4yHO onycTuica 3aHaBec, NyHa ywna nofd obnaka, n Bopyr Bcé noteMHeno kpyrom. Ctapues
efBa Halwlen BOpoTa, — y)Xe Obl/I0 TEMHO, Kak B OCEHHIOK HOYb, — MOTOM Yaca nostopa bpoawun,
OTbICKMBasd nepeysiok, rge ocTaBus CBOUX Jsiollanen.

— A ycTan, eaBa Lep)XyCb Ha HOorax, — ckasaJs OoH [MaHTeNenMoHy.

N, capack ¢ HacnaXxaeHneM B KOJIACKY, OH nogymart:

«Ox, He Hapo bbl monHeTb!»



Ha ppyron geHb Be4epoM OH rnoexan K TypKuHbIM genaTb npennoxeHue. Ho 3To okasanochb
HeynobHbIM, Tak Kak EkaTepuHy WBaHOBHY B ee KOMHaTe npuyecbiBasn napukmaxep. OHa
cobupanack B KNyb Ha TaHLUEBaJIbHbIN BeYep.

Mpuwniock onATbL A0Aro cuaeTb B CTOJIOBOM U NUTb 4Yal. eBaH leTpoBuY, BUASA, YTO roCTb
3aYM4YMB U CKYYaEeT, BbIHYJ1 N3 XWUJIETHON0 KapMaHa 3anmMco4ku, npoyes cMeLlHoe NMcbMo HeMLa-
yrnpaBAsoWero o TOM, Kak B WMEHUM WCMOPTUAMCL BCe 3anupaTenbCTBa W obBanunacbh
3aCTEeH4YUBOCTb.

«A NMpUAAHOro OHW JafyT, AOJIKHO ObITb, HeMano», — gyman CTapueB, pacCessHHO CayLias.

Mocne 6eCCOHHOM HOYM OH HAXOAWJICA B COCTOAHUM OWENIOMAEHUS, TOYHO €ro Oonouan 4Yem-To
CNagkMMm 1 yCbINAAKWMM; Ha aywe 6biJ10 TYMaHHO, HO PafoCTHO, TEenao, U B TO )Xe& BpemMs B
roJIoBe KaKOW-TO XOJIOAHbIN, TSHXXeNbI KyCOYeK paccyKaasi:

«0OcTaHoBUCb, NOKa He no3gHo! Mapa sm oHa Tebe? OHa m3banoBaHa, KanpusHa, CNUT A0 ABYX
4acCoB, a Tbl AbAYKOBCKUN CblH, 3€MCKUI Bpay...»

«Hy 410 XX? — gyman oH. — VI nyCTb».

«K TOMy Xe, ecnu Tbl XXEHULWbCA Ha HEeN, — NPOoAO0JIXKa KyCo4yeK, — TO ee poaHsa 3acTaBuT Tebs
BpoCUTb 3eMCKYI0 CIYyXKOY 1 XXUTb B ropoae».

«Hy 4T0 X? — gymasn oH. — B ropoge, Tak B ropoae. aayT npugaHoe, 3aBegeM o6CTaHOBKY...»

HakoHey Bowna EkaTepuHa VBaHoBHa B 6anbHOM nMnaTbe, AEKOJIbTE, XOPOLUEHbKas,
yucteHbkasa, n Ctapues 3anoboBanca v npuwen B TakKOW BOCTOPr, Y4TO HE MOr BbIrOBOPUTb HU
0HOrO0 CJI0BA, @ TOJIbKO CMOTPEJ Ha Hee N CMessCs.

OHa cTana npowaTbCs, U OH — OCTaBaTbCA TYT eMy ObIJIO y)Ke He3ayeM — MOAHAJNCSA, roBopS,
4YTO eMy nopa AOMOWN: XAYyT BoNbHbIe.

— JenaTb He4yero, — cKasan MBaH leTpoBuY, — noesxKante, KCTaTU xe nonsesete KoTuka B
Kny6.

Ha pBope HakpanbiBanl [O0XAb, OblJ1I0O O4eHb TEMHO, W TOJIbKO MO XPUMJOMY Kalllo

MNaHTenenmoHa MO>XXHO BbI1I0 yragaTb, rae nowaan. NMogHANN y KOJISICKK BEPX.

— 4 wvay no KoBpy, Thl MAellb, MNOKa Bpewb, — rosopua VBaH [lleTpoBuY, ycakmsas O04Yb B
KOJIACKY, — OH NAET, NoKa BpeT... Tporan! MNMpowante noxanyncra!
Moexanwu.

— A s BYepa 6bin Ha kKnagbuuwe, — Havan CtapueB. — Kak 3TO HEBE/IMKOAYLLIHO U HEMUOCEPOHO
C Ballen CTOPOHHbI...

— Bbl 6b111 Ha Knagbuwe?

— [Ja, A 6bln TaM 1 XK4an Bac NoYTW A0 ABYX YacoB. 9 cTpanan...

— W cTpapanTe, ecnn Bbl HE MOHMMaeTe WYTOK.

EkaTepuHa MBaHoOBHa, 4OBOJIbHAsA, YTO TakK XMTPO noAawyTuna Han BAOOGAEHHBIM N 4YTO ee Tak
cunbHO NobAT, 3axoxoTasNla U BOPYr BCKPUKHYA OT UCNyra, Tak Kak B 3TO CaMoe BpeMs nollagn
KPyTO MNoBOpa4YMBasM B BOpoTa kayba M Konsicka HakpeHunacb. CTapueB o0b6HAN EkaTepuHy
MBaHOBHY 3a Tanuto; OHa, WUCNyraHHas, nMpuxanacb K HEMY, U OH He yAep)XaJicd U CTPacTHO
rnouenosan ee B rybol, B nogboponok n cnabHee obHAM.

— [loBOJILHO, — CKa3aJia OHa CyXo.



N 4pe3 MrHoBeHne ee yxxe He OblJI0O B KOJIACKE, U TOPOLOBON OKOJIO OCBELLEHHOro noagbesaa
knyba Kpu4asn oTBpaTUTE IbHbIM FOJIOCOM Ha [aHTenenMoHa:
— Yero cTan, BopoHa? lNpoe3xan ganbLie!

CTapueB noexas [OMON, HO CKOpPO BepHyaca. OpeTbil B 4HyXOW pak n 6enbii XXecTKun
rasiCTyK, KOTOPbIA KaK-TO BCE TOMOPLLMACA N XOTeN CMNOoMA3TU C BOPOTHMUYKA, OH B MOJIHOYb CMAEN B
knybe B roCTUHOM 1 roBopusa EKaTepuHe IBaHOBHE C yBlIeHYEeHUEM:

— O, KakK Masno 3HalT Te, KOTopble HUKOorga He nobunn! MHe KaXkeTcs, HUKTO elle He onucan
BepHO NtobBM, N eaBa M MOXKHO ONMUCaTb 3TO HEXHOe, PafoCTHOE, My4YUTeslbHOe 4YyBCTBO, U KTO
MCMNbITasl ero XoTb pa3, TOT He CTaHeT nepefaBaTb €ro Ha csoBax. K 4yemy npeaucnosus,
onncaHna? K 4yemy HeHy>XHOe KpacHope4une? JlioboBb MosA 6e3rpaHuyHa... MNpowy, ymonsw Bac, —
BbiroBopwua HakoHel CTapue, — byabTe Mmoen xeHown!

— IOmuTtpun WMoHbIM, — cKa3ana EkaTepuHa lVIBaHOBHa C 0O4YeHb Cepbe3HbIM Bblpa>keHueM,
nogymas. — OMutpun MNoHbIY, 9 o4eHb BaM BnarogapHa 3a 4ecTb, A BaC yBa)Kato, HO... — OHa
BCTasla U nNpoAoJsixana CTosi, — HO, U3BMHUTE, ObITb Ballen XeHon s He mory. byoem rosBopuTb
cepbe3Ho. OMuTpuin NoHblY, Bbl 3HaeTe, Bonblue BCEro B XU3HU A 060 NCKYCCTBO, 1 6e3yMHOo
nobno, 06o)Kako My3blKy, €l 8 MOCBATWA BCIO CBOK »XU3Hb. 9 X04y ObITb apTUCTKOM, A XO4y
CnaBbl, ycnexos, cBob6oabl, a Bbl XOTUTE, 4TOObLI A NpoAO/IKaNa XUTb B 3TOM ropoe, npogoskana
3Ty NycTyto, 6€CnoNesHyto Xn3Hb, KOTopas CTana ANa MeHA HeBbIHOCKMMA. CoenaTbCA XKEeHOW — O
HeT, npocTuTe! YenoBeK OO/MHKEH CTPEMUTbCA K BbiCWen, brnecTawen uenm, a ceMenHasa Xu3Hb
cBA3asa 6bl MeHsi HaBekn. OMuTpuin MoHbIY (OHa 4yTb-4yTb YyablbHynacb, TakK Kak, Mpou3Hecs
«OMmntpun WNoHbl4», BCNOMHWUNaA «Anekcen ®eodunakTbiy»), OMuTpuin WOHbIY, Bbl [06pbIN,
61aropoaHbI, YMHbIA 4esI0BEK, Bbl Jlyylle BCEX... — Yy Hee C/ie3bl HAaBEepHY/IMCb Ha rnasax, — A
COYYBCTBYIO BaM BCEWN AYLION, HO... HO Bbl MONMeETE...

N, 4Tobbl He 3annakaTb, OHa OTBEpPHY/laCb M BbIWJIA U3 TOCTUHOMN.

Y CtapueBa nepectano becrnokonHo 6uTbcs cepaue. Boimgsa vu3 knyba Ha ynauuy, OH npexxne
BCEro copsas € cebs eCTKUM rasacTykK u B3LOXHYN BCEN rpyabto. EMy 6b110 HEMHOXKO CTbIAHO U
camontobue ero 66110 ockopbneHo, — OH He OXxumaan oTkKasa, — U He Bepusocb, 4TO BCe ero
MeYTbl, TOMJIEHUSA N HaZeXAbl NPUBESIN ero K TakoOMy rJlyrneHbKOMY KOHLY, TOYHO B MaJieHbKoW
nbece Ha nbUTenbCKkoM cnekTakse. W xanb 6blN10 CBOEro 4yBCTBa, 3TOW CBoen naobBu, Tak
>Xallb, 4TO, Ka)KeTcs, B34 Obl 1 3apbigan Uam n3o BCeN CUbl XBaTuA Obl 30HTUKOM MO LIMPOKON
cnuHe MaHTenenmoHa.

[HSA Tpn y HEro Aeno BajnaoCb U3 PyK, OH He e, He CcnaJl, HO, Koraa A0 Hero AoLen ciyx, 4To
EkaTepuHa iIBaHOBHa yexasia B MOCKBY NOCTYyMNaTb B KOHCEPBATOPUIO, OH YCMOKOWIICA U 3a>XUA Mo-
npexxHemy.

MoTom, nHorga BCMOMMHaNA, Kak OH 6bpoawun no kKnaabuuwy wunam Kak e3gun no BCEMY ropogy u
OTbICKMBaN hpak, OH JIEHMBO MOTArMBaACA U FTOBOPUI:
— CKOJ1bKO XJ10M0T, 0fHakKo!
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Mpowno 4YeTbipe roga. B ropoge y CtapueBa 6bina y>xe 6onbliasd npakTuka. Kaxxgoe yTpo oH
cnewHo npuHuMan 6onbHbIX Yy cebsa B Oanvke, NMOTOM ye3xKasl K TOpOACKUM B0JIbHbIM, ye3xKan
y>XXe He Ha Mnape, a Ha Tponke c 6ybeH4ymkamm, 1 BO3BpaLLANCA AOMOM MO3OHO HOYbk. OH
nononHen, pazgobpen n HEOXOTHO XOAW MELKOM, TaK Kak cTpagas oablwKon. N MaHTenenmMmoH
TOXXEe MonoJsiHen, n 4em oH 6onblue poC B LUMPUHY, TEM NeYasbHee B34bIXasl N XKanoBaJiICq Ha CBOIO
rOpbKylo y4acCTb: €34a ogonena!

Ctapues 6biBas B pa3HbIX AOMax U BCTpeYasl MHOIo Jilogen, HO HU C KeM He cxoauncs 6amsKo.
Ob6biBaTeNM CBOMMK pa3roBopaMu, B3rasg4aMm Ha XU3Hb U JaKe CBOMM BUOOM pa3fpakasn ero.
OnbIT Hay4ynn ero Mano-noMarsy, 4To rnoka C obbiBaTeNeM uUrpaellb B KapTbl UKW 3aKycCbiBaelwb C
HUM, TO 3TO MUPHbLIN, 6Naro4yWHbIN U fa)Ke He rAynbll YeNnoBeK, HO CTOUT TOJIbKO 3aroBOPUTbL C
HUM 0 YeM-HMbyab HeCcbefobHOM, Hanpumep, 0 MOJINTUKE UM HaYKe, KaK OH CTaHOBUTCS B TYMNUK
NAN 3aBOANT TaKylo hpUaocoduio, Tynyt 1 31yH0, 4TO OCTAeTCHA TOJIbKO PYKON MaxHyTb U OTONTW.
Korpoa Ctapues npoboBan 3aroBopuTb gaxke C nmbepanbHbiM obbiBaTesIEM, HAaNpUMep, 0 TOM, YTO
yenoBe4yecTBO, cnaBa 6ory, maeT Bnepen M 4TO CO BpemeHeM oHOo 6ypeT obxogmTbcsa 6e3
nacrnoptoB 1 6e3 CMepTHOW Ka3HW, TO obbiBaTeNb rAs4en Ha Hero UCKoCa U HeLOBEepPYMBO U
cnpawmBan: «3Ha4yuT, TOrga BCAKUM MOXKeT pe3aTb Ha yauue Koro yrogHo?» A korga Ctapues B
obuiecTBe, 3a Y)KMHOM WM 4YaeM, rOBOPUSI O TOM, HYTO HY)XHO TpPyAuUTbCA, 4TO 6e3 Tpyda XuTb
HeNb3s, TO BCAKUN NPUHUMaN 3TO 3@ YMPeK M HavyuHana CepauTbCA U Ha30MAMBO CriopuTb. Mpwu
BCEM TOM obOblBaTeNn He Aenann HUYero, pelnTeslbHO HUYEro, N He MHTEePecoBasINCb HUYEM, U
HUKaK Henb3s Obl10 npuaymaTb, O 4eM roBopuTb C¢ HUMWU. N CTapueB m3beran pa3roBopos, a
TOJIbKO 3aKyCbIiBas 1 Urpas B BUHT, N KOr4a 3acTaBasl B KAKOM-HNOyAb OMe ceMeNHbIn NpasaHnK
W ero npuriawanm oTKylwaTb, TO OH Caguica U en Mojya, rsansa B Tapesiky; U BCE, 4YTO B 3TO
BpeMsa rosopuanm, 6bI10 HEMHTEpecHo, HecnpaBeasMBO, Myno, OH YyBCTBOBaJl pa3fapa’keHue,
BOJIHOBAJICS, HO MOJYaN, M 3@ TO, YTO OH BCerga CypOBO MOJYan W rnagesn B Tapenky, ero
Npo3Bajin B ropoae «NosisK HafyTbln», XOTA OH HUKOr Aa NoJISKOM He Bbi.

OT Takux pasBieYeHU, KakK TeaTp N KOHLUEPTbI, OH YKJIOHAJCS, HO 3aTO B BUHT MUrpa KaXkablN
Be4yep, Yaca No Tpu, C HacnaxaeHmem. bbino y Hero ewe OA4HO pa3BsievyeHWe, B KOTOPOE OH
BTAHY/ICA He3aMeTHO, MaJio-NoMasny, 3TO — MO Be4vyepaM BblHUMATb M3 KapMaHOB 6yMakku,
[00bITble NPaKTUKON, U, C/ly4anocb, ByMarkekK — XKesNTbIX U 3e/IeHbIX, OT KOTOPbIX MNaxJo gyxamu,
N YKCYCOM, 1 lafaHOM, N BOpBaHb, — ObIJI0 MOHanNMxaHo BO BCe KapMaHbl pybyien Ha ceMbaecaT;
n Korga cobmpanocb HECKOJIbKO COT, OH 0TBO3KA B OBLLEeCTBO B3aMMHOro KpeauTa 1 Kaana TaM Ha
TEeKYLLNN CYeT.

3a BCe 4yeTblpe roga nocne orbvesna EkaTtepuHbl MIBaHOBHbLI OH Obi1 Yy TYPKUHbIX TONIbLKO AOBa
pa3a, No npurnaweHunio Bepbl MocngoBHLI, KOTOpas BCE elle fAednnacb OT murpeHu. Kaxkpoe
neto EkaTtepuHa iBaHOBHa npues)kaja K poaAnTeNsM rNoroCTUTb, HO OH He BUAES ee HU pa3y; Kak-
TO He C/y4anoch.

Ho BOT npowno 4yeTbipe roga. B ogHo Tuxoe, Tennoe yTpo B 60abHULY NpuHecan nucbmo. Bepa
NocucoBHa nucana Omutputo MOHbIYY, 4TO OYeHb COCKy4Yuiacb MO HeEM, M MNpocuia ero
HenpeMeHHO MnoXKasoBaTb K Hel M obnerynTb ee CTpafaHUA, U KCTAaTU Xe CerofHs OeHb ee
poxxaeHus. BHn3y 6bina npunucka: «K npocsbbe MamMbl NpnucoeamnHach n a. K.o»

CTtapueB nogyman n Be4epom noexan K TYpPKUHbIM.



— A, 30paBCcTBYMTE noxanyncrta! — BcTpeTun ero MeaH MeTpoBuy, ynbibascb OQHUMU rAa3amu.
— boHxypTe.

Bepa MocungoBHa, y>Xe CuibHO nocTapeBwas, ¢ 6enbiMn Bosocamun, noxasna CTapueBy PYKY,
MaHepHOo B340XHYNa U CKa3ana:

— Bbl, BOKTOp, HE XOTUTE yXa)KMBaTb 3a MHOW, HUKOrAa y Hac He bbiBaeTe, A y)xe CTapa 4214 Bac.
Ho BoT npuexana monopnas, 6biTb MoXeT, oHa byneT cHacTamBee.

A Kotuk? OHa noxypena, nobnegHena, cTaja KpacuBee U CTPOMHee; HO Yy)Xe 3To Obina
EkaTepuHa lMBaHOBHa, a He KOTUK; y>Ke He OblsI0 Npe)xXHen CBEXECTU U Bblpa>KeHUA OEeTCKOW
HauBHOCTU. N BO B3rndge, u B MaHepax 6blJI0 4TO-TO HOBOE — HECMesioeé U BUHOBATOE, TOYHO
30ecCb, B fomMe TyYpKUHbIX, OHa Yy>Xe He 4YyBCTBOBaJla ceba goma.

— CKO/IbKO NeT, CKOMbKO 3uM! — cka3afla OHa, nogasasa CTapueBy pyKy, v 6b1J10 BUAHO, YTO y Hee
TpeBOXXHO Bunocb cepaue; n NpucTanbHo, € 106ONbITCTBOM rNagsa emy B JIMLO0, OHa NpoaosiKana:
— Kak Bbl nononHenu! Bbl 3aropenun, BO3My»asun, HO B 06eM Bbl Malo U3MEHUIUCH.

N Tenepb oHa eMy HpaBuiacb, O4eHb HpPaBuIacb, HO Yero-To y>xe Hef0CTaBasio B HeW, UKn 4YTo-
TO 6bIIO AMWIHEee, — OH U caM He MOor Obl CKa3aTb, 4TO MMEHHO, HO 4YTO-TO y)Xe Mellaslo emMy
4yBCTBOBaTb, Kak npexae. EMy He HpaBunacb ee 61egHOCTb, HOBOE BblpakeHune, cnabas ynbibka,
rosioc, a HEeMHOro rnorogs y)e He HpaBWOCb MaaTbe, KPecslo, B KOTOPOM OHa cupena, He
HPaBUJIOCb YTO-TO B MPOLLJIOM, KOrAa OH eABa He »XeHWCH Ha Hel. OH BCMOMHWIT O CBOen NtobBu,
0 Me4yTax W HaZeX[aX, KoTopble BOJIHOBAJIN ero 4yeTblpe rofa Hasand, — U eMy CTaJlo HeNOBKO.

Mnnn Yam co cnagkmm nuporom. NoTtom Bepa MocugoBHa YMTana BCAyX poOMaH, YuTana O TOM,
yero HMKoOrga He bbiBaeT B XM3HU, a CTapues caywan, rinsagen Ha ee ceayto, Kpacusyto rosioBy U
XOas, Korga oHa KOHYUT.

«bespnapeH, — AyMas OH, — He TOT, KTO He yMeeT nucaTb NoBecTeun, a TOT, KTO UX NMULLET U He
yMeeT CKPbITb 3TOro».

— HepypcTBeHHO, — cka3an MeaH [leTposBud. NloTom EkaTepuHa KBaHOBHa urpasna Ha posne
LWYMHO 1 JONro, N, Korga KoH4Yuna, ee goaro 6narogapuav v BOCXULAANCh €to.

«A XOpOLUO, YTO A Ha HEWN He XeHunca», — nogyMan CTapues.

OHa cMoTpesia Ha Hero u, Nno-BMAMMoMy, Xphasa, 4YTo OH MPenyioKUT el MoUTU B caf, HO OH
MoJ14arn.

—[aBanTe e NoroBopuM, — ckasasia OHa, noaxons K Hemy. — Kak Bbl XXupeTe? YT1o y Bac? Kak?
A BCe 3Ta OHW AyMasa O Bac, — MNpoAoJixKajia OHa HepBHO, — A xOTeNla nocsaTb BaM MUCbMO,
X0oTefna cama rnoexaTb K BaM B [ANMXK, N A y)Xe pelunia noexaTb, HO MOTOM pasaymana, — 6or
3HaeT, KaK Bbl Ternepb KO MHe OTHOCUTECb. 1 C TaKUM BOJIHEHMEM OXXMAajla Bac cerogHsa. Pagu
6ora, nongemte B cag. OHM Nownm B caj M CeAM TaM Ha CKaMblo NoA CTapbiM KJIEHOM, Kak
yeTblpe roga Ha3ag. bblslo TeMHO.

— Kak e Bbl MoXxmneaete? — cnpocuia EkatepuHa MiBaHoBHa.

— Hwnyero, XXnBeM NoHeMHOXXKY, — oTBeTu CTapLes.

N Hnyero He mor 6onblie NnpuaymaTh. Nomonyanu.

— 4 BOJHYKOCb, — CKa3afna EkaTepuHa lMBaHOBHa W 3aKpblsla pykKamMum MU0, — HO Bbl He
obpawante BHUMaHMA. MHe TakK XOpoLIO AOMa, 1 TakK pafa BUAETb BCEX U HE MOTY MPUBbLIKHYTb.
CKOJIbKO BOCMOMUHaHMN! MHe Ka3afnocbk, 4TO Mbl Byaem roBopuTb € Bamu 6e3 yMosikKy, 40 yTpa.

Tenepb oH Buaen 6am3ko ee nuuyo, bnecrtawme rnasa, m 30ecb, B TEMHOTE, OHa Ka3sasacb
MOJIO)KE, YEM B KOMHATE, N faXke Kak ByaTo BEPHYNIOCh K HEN ee Npe)xHee OeTCKOoe BblpaXkeHue.
N B camom pgene, OHa C HamBHbIM NO6GOMNLITCTBOM CMOTpPEsna Ha Hero, TOYHO XxoTena nobnvxe
pas3rnageTb W MOHSATb YesloBEKa, KOTOpbIM Korga-to awbun ee Tak MJaMeHHO, C Takow
HEXHOCTbIO M TaK HeCYaCTNMBO; ee rnasa bnarogapunm ero 3a 3ty nobosb. 1 OH BCMOMHWA BCE,
4yTo 6bINO, BCe Manenwme nogpobHOCTU, Kak OoH Bpoamn no knagbuuly, Kak NOTOM nopg yTpo,



YTOMJIEHHbIN, BO3Bpallanca K cebe goMon, m emy BAPYr CTaslo FPYCTHO M »KaJib npowaoro. B
Ayule 3aTernsiniacsa OroHek.

— A NOMHUTE, KaK s MpoBO>KaJl Bac Ha Be4yep B KNy6H? — ckaszan oH. — Torga wen foxab, 6b10
TEMHO...

OroHek BCE pa3ropasicsa B AyLle, N y)Xe XO0TesI0Cb FOBOPUTb, XKaJlI0BaTbCHA Ha XXU3Hb...

— 9x! — cka3an oH co B340XOM. — Bbl BOT cnpalimBaeTe, Kak A MoXusat. Kak Mbl NoXXnBaem
TyT? Ha Hukak. CTapumcsa, nonHeeMm, onyckaemcs. [OeHb fa HOYb — CYTKW MNpPOYb, XWU3Hb
npoxoauT Tyckno, 6e3 BnevaTneHun, 6e3 Mbicnen... JTHEM HakuBa, a Bevyepom kyb, obuiecTso
KapTeXXHMKOB, aJIKOFrOJIMKOB, XPUMYHOB, KOTOPbLIX A TepneTb He Mory. YTo xopowiero?

— Ho y Bac paboTa, 6naropogHas uenb B XWU3HW. Bbl Tak ntobuan rosoputb 0 cBoen bonbHuue. A
Torga GblNa Kakas-To CcTpaHHas, Boobparkana cebsa BenMKON NMMaHUCTKON. Tenepb BCe BGapbILLHN
UrpatoT Ha possie, U 9 TOXKe urpasa, Kak BCce, U HAYero BoO MHe He Bbly10 0COBEHHOro; a1 Takas xe
NMMaHNCTKa, KaKk MaMa nucaTesibHuLa. I KOHEeYHO, g BaC He NOHMMana Torga, Ho noTom, B MockBe,
A 4acTo AyMana O Bac. 9 TONbKO O Bac u gyMana. Kakoe 370 c4acTbe ObiTb 3€éMCKUM BpayoM,
rnomMoraTb CTpajasbuaM, CNyXUTb Hapody. Kakoe cyacTbe! — nosTopuna EkaTtepuHa iBaHOBHa C
yBfnevyeHnem. — Korga a gymana o Bac B MoCKBe, Bbl MpeAcTaBAsA/INC MHE TakKUM MaeasibHbIM,
BO3BbILUEHHbIM...

CtapueB BCMNOMHMA Npo ByMa)KKnM, KOTOpble OH MO BevyepaM BblHUMaJs U3 KapMaHOB C TakKuM
yOO0BOJIbCTBMEM, U OFOHEK B AyLle rnorac.

OH BCTan, 4Tobbl nATKM K AoMy. OHa B351a ero noj pyky.

— Bbl Ay4wun n3 nogen, KOTopbixX 8 3Hasa B CBOEN XXWU3HW, — MpoAosKasia oHa. — Mbl byaem
BUOETbCA, TOBOPUTbL, He nMpaBaa nn? ObewanTte MHe. 1 He NMAaHUCTKA, Ha CBOW CYET fA yXXe He
3abny>xgatocb 1 He 6yay npu Bac HXU UrpaTh, HU TOBOPUTL O MY3bIKE.

Korga sownu B AoMm n CTapueB yBuAaesn nNpu BeYepHEM OCBELLeHUU ee JINLO U TPpyCTHble,
6naropgapHble, ucnbiTyowmne rnasa, obpalleHHble Ha Hero, To No4YyBCTBOBaJsl HECNOKOMCTBO U
nogyMas onsaThb:

«A XOpPOLUO, YTO A TOr4a HE XXEHUJICA».

OH cTan npowaTbCs.

— Bbl He MMeeTe HUKaAKOro pUMCKOro rnpaBa yesxaTb 6e3 yuHa, — rosopun MeaH lMeTpoBuy,
NPOBOXKas ero. — 3TO C Ballen CTOPOHbI BECbMa NepneHAnKYNapHo. A Hy-Ka, nsobpasun! — ckasan
oH, obpalance B nepegHen K Mase.

MaBa, y>xe He MaJibyuK, a MOJIOLON YesIOBEK C yCaMu, CTajsl B Mo3y, NOOHAN BBEPX PYKY U
CKa3aj Tparn4yeckmnM rosiocom:

— YMpwu, HecyacTHas!

Bcé 3710 pa3sgparkano CtapueBa. Cagsacb B KOJIACKY U 845 Ha TEMHbIM OOM U caf, KOTOpble
OblIN €My Tak MUJbl U AOPOrK KOrAa-To, OH BCMOMHWI BCE cpa3y — M poMaHbl Bepbl MocngoBHbI,
N WYyMHYI0 Urpy KoTuka, n octpoymune MeaHa lMeTpoBuya, U Tparnyeckyto rno3sy lMNasbl, 1 nogymann,
4YTO eC/iM CaMble TaJlaHT/InBbIE NI0AMN BO BCEM ropofe Tak 6e3fapHbl, TO KaKoB XXe f0J1KeH bbiTb
ropog.

Yepes Tpu oHA NaBa npuHec NncbMo oT EKaTepuHbl IBaHOBHbI.

«Bbl He egeTe K HaM. MNMovyemMy? — nNucana oHa. — 9 60t0Cb, 4TO Bbl NI3MEHUANCHL K HaM; A 60otoChb,
N MHe CTpaLUHO OT O4HOWN MbIC/IM 06 3TOM. YCMOKONTE »Xe MEHS, Npues)KanTe n CKaKmnte, 4To BCE
XOpOoLUO.

MHe HeobxoaMMo NoroBopuTb ¢ Bamu. Bawa E. T.»

OH npoYyen 3To NUCbMO, NoAyMan 1 ckasan lMase:

— Ckaxu, nobesHbIn, 4TO cerogHsa s He MOry exaTb, s 04eHb 3aHAT. lpueny, ckaxku, Tak, OHSA
yepes Tpwu.



Ho npowsio Tpu AHS, npolwa Hedens, a OH BCE He exas. Kak-To, npoes3)xas MMMO OoMa
TYPKUHbIX, OH BCMOMHWJI, 4TO HaAo Obl 3aeXaTb XOTb HA MUHYTKY, HO MOAYMan W... He 3aexall.
N 6onblue y>K OH HUKOrAa He 6biBan y TYpPKUHbIX.



V

Mpowno ewie Heckonbko neT. CTapues ewe 60bLIe NONOJIHEN, OXUPES, TAXKEN0 ObILLNT 1N y)Ke
X0OUT, OTKWUHYB Ha3apg rosioBy. Korga oH, Nyxsbl, KpacHbIA, efeT Ha Tponke ¢ bybeH4Ynkamum u
MaHTenenmoH, ToXe NyXJblh U KPacHbIN, C MACUCTbIM 3aTbIJIKOM, CUAUT Ha KoO3/aX, NPOTSAHYB
Briepen npsMble, TOYHO AepPEeBSAHHbIE PYKU, N KPUYNUT BCTPeYHbIM «[pppaBa gepxu'!», To KapTuUHa
OblBaeT BHYyLUMTEsIbHAsA, N Ka)XeTCA, YTO efeT He 4YenoBeK, a fA3bldeckuin 6or. Y Hero B ropoge
rpoMagHas npakTuMKa, Hekorga B3LOXHYTb, U yXXe eCTb MMeHue U [Ba AOMa B ropoge, U OH
obnoboBbiBaeT cebe ewe TpeTuin, NoBbirogHee, N Korga emy B ObuiecTBe B3aMMHOI0 KpeguTa
rOBOPSAT NPO KakKoM-HMOyab AOM, Ha3HAYEHHbIN K Topram, To oH 6e3 LuepeMoHnn NaeT B 3TOT OOM
N, NMPoOXoasa 4Yepes BCe KOMHaTbl, He obpallas BHUMaHNSA Ha HEOAETbIX XXEHLWMNH U AeTen, KoTopble
rNAnAT Ha HEero € U3yMJIEHNEM N CTPaxoM, ThiHeT BO BCe ABEPU NasKOW U FOBOPUT:

— 270 KabnHeT? 3To cnanbHA? A TyT 4TO?

N npn 3TOM TSHKeno AbIWUT 1 BbITUpPaeT co aba noT.

Y Hero MHOro xJ10MoT, HO BCE e OH He BpocaeT 3eMCKOro MecTa; XXafHOCTb ofoJsiena, xo4eTcs
rnocneTb N 30ecb U TaM. B Oanmxe n B ropofe ero 30ByT y>e npocTto NoHblveM. — «Kyna 3To
NoHbi4 epneT?» nnu: «He npurnacuTb I Ha KOHCUNMYM VOHbIYa?»

BepossiTHO OTTOro, 4TO ropsio 3arJsiblylIo XUPOM, FOJIOC Y Hero WU3MeHWACHA, CTasl TOHKUM U
pe3kKnUM. XapakKTep Yy Hero TOoXe W3MEeHWICHA: CTajll TsXKesbiM, pas3fapaxkutenbHbiM. NpuHuUMasn
60/1bHbIX, OH OObIKHOBEHHO CEPAUTCSA, HETEPNEeNMBO CTYYUT Nankon O Moa N KPUYUT CBOUM
HEeNnpUATHLIM rOJ1I0COM:

— WN3BonbTe oTBeYaTb TOJIbLKO Ha Bonpockl! He pasroBapusaTh!

OH 0AVHOK. XKnBeTcs eMy CKY4YHO, HNYTO ero He nHTepecyer.

3a BCEé BpeMs, Noka OH xueeT B Aanmxe, nobosb K KOTuky bbisia ero eAMHCTBEHHOM PafoCTbio
N, BEPOATHO, mocnenHen. Mo BeyepaM OH urpaeT B kiaybe B BUHT M MOTOM CUAMT OOMH 3a
6oNbWKMM CTONIOM N yXXWUHaeT. EMy npucnyxvneaeT naken MBaH, camblil CTapbll U MOYTEHHbIN,
nogatoT emy naut Ne 17, n y>xe Bce — 1 CTapwuHbl kayba, n noBap, U Naken — 3HalT, 4YTO OH
NobuT 1 Yero He MOBUT, CTapatoTCsa N30 BCEX CUJT YITOAUTb eMy, a TO, Yyero gobporo, paccepaonTtcs
BOPYr WU CTaHET CTy4aTb MaJikon 6 nos.

Y>XunHas, oH nspenka obopavmBaeTCcsa 1 BMELIMBAETCA B KaKon-HMOyAb pa3roBop:

— 370 Bbl NPO 4T0? A? Koro?

N korpa, cnyyvaeTcs, No COCeACTBY 3@ KakMM-HMOYAb CTOJIOM 3aXOAUT peyb 0 TYPKUHbIX, TO OH
cripaluvBaerT:

— D70 Bbl NPO KaKNX TYPKUHBLIX? IDTO MPO TeX, YTO A0YKA UrpaeT Ha popTenbaHax?

BOT 1 BCE, 4TO MOXKHO CKa3aTb NPO Hero.

A TypkuHbl? WBaH lMeTpoBMY He MNOCTapes, HUCKOJIbKO He WU3MEHWUICS U MNOo-MpexHeMy BCE
OCTPUT M pacCKasblBaeT aHeKAOoTbl; Bepa MocngoBHa YnTaeT rocTAM CBOU POMaHbl NMO-MPEXHEMY
OXOTHO, C CepaeyHOon NpoCcToTonN. A KOTUK UrpaeT Ha possie KaXabl AeHb, Yaca no 4yeTbipe. OHa
3aMeTHO nocTapesia, NoXBapbiBaeT N KaXOyl OCEeHb ye3xaeT C MaTepbto B KpbiM. MpoBoXasa nx
Ha BOK3ane, MiBaH lNMeTpoBuY, KOrga TporaeTcs noesn, yTupaeT c/e3dbl U KPUYnT:

— MpowanTte noxanyncra!



